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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 

Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Bottlenose Dolphins
Bottlenose dolphins are the most common members of the dolphin family. The 

bottlenose dolphin is a favorite marine mammal of many people. They are known for being 
graceful, friendly, and intelligent.

Bottlenose dolphins live in the dark 
areas.

Bottlenose dolphins are grey. They are 
usually 2-4 meters long. Bottlenose dolphins weigh 
between 330-1,430 pounds. Their habitat affects their 
size. Dolphins that live in warmer waters tend to be 
smaller. The bottlenose dolphin gets its name from its 
snout that is shaped like a bottle. They have blowholes 
on the tops of their heads for breathing. 

Bottlenose dolphins eat fish. They often hunt 
together to catch schools of fish. They are able to find 
fish by using echolocation. Echolocation is when dolphins 
release sounds and listen for the return echoes. This 
helps them know where the fish are located. 

Bottlenose dolphins use sound to 
communicate. They squeak and whistle to each other. 
They also use body language to communicate. They jump 
from the water and slap their tails. Bottlenose dolphins 
are very smart. Their intelligence is close to humans and 
apes. They are also very emotional animals. 

Bottlenose dolphins are fascinating 
mammals. We still have a lot to learn about these 
intelligent creatures. 

Bottlenose size compared to 
humans

blowhole

beak

flippers
flukes

dorsal fin

blow hole

Nonfiction Images Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________
640L



©
Ju

lie 
B
och
ese

1. How does the bottlenose dolphin’s size compare to a human? How does their habitat affect their size?

______________________________________________________________________________

Image that helped me: __________________________________________________________

2. Where do bottlenose dolphins live?
a. around Australia
b. around the North Pole
c. around the South Pole
d. in oceans all around the world, except far north and south

3. How did the bottlenose dolphin get its name?

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Where is the blowhole located? What is the purpose of the blowhole?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. According to the article and the text features, which body part does the bottlenose dolphin use to 
communicate?  
a. eyes
b. heart
c. flukes
d. dorsal fin

6. Explain how dolphins catch their prey.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Nonfiction Images





Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

julie@magicorelearning.com

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning

https://www.facebook.com/Magicorelearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

http://www.magicorelearning.com/
http://www.magicorelearning.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
mailto:julie@magicorelearning.com
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/
https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning
https://www.facebook.com/Magicorelearning/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-Formats-3058389
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-Formats-3416553
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Features-Task-Cards-2nd-3rd-Grade-RI2-5-3-5-4942544
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Nonfiction-Review-2nd-3rd-Grade-Reading-Escape-Room-Digital-Print-6989806


http://melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com/

http://creeksideteachertales.blogspot.com

http://teacherspayteachers.com/store/digital-swirl-creations

etsy.com/shop/Prettygrafikdesign 

www.amazingclassroom.com

By User PerryPlanet [CC BY-SA 2.5 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia 
Commons

Kurzon [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/)], via Wikimedia 

See page for author [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons

Korea.net / Korean Culture and Information Service (Photographer name) [CC BY-SA 2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

CreditsCredits

http://melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com/
http://creeksideteachertales.blogspot.com/
http://teacherspayteachers.com/store/digital-swirl-creations
http://www.amazingclassroom.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Aisnes-Creations
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cutesy-Clickables-By-Collaboration-Cuties
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-38
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cherry-Workshop
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teacher-Karma
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Art-By-Carrie-Teaching-First
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden
https://www.kevinandamanda.com/fonts/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond

