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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 
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Here is the recommended lesson layout and schedule for this resource: 

Day 1: Model the standard by introducing the nonfiction text features anchor charts. I like to 
create a poster before and may leave blanks for students to help me fill in. I also give 
students a “mini” anchor chart for their journal. You can use the included anchor charts and 
printing them on “poster size” under the settings. You can integrate a nonfiction mentor text 
and ask questions out loud and answer them using the anchor chart. 

Day 2: Select a text form the packet in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Make the 
text and question set poster size or project the text and questions. Read the story as a class, 
and then work together to answer the questions. 

Day 3: Students complete a passage and question set in partners. I recommend choosing a 
text in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Always review work as a class or in 
groups. 

Day 4: Students complete a passage at the low range of the text complexity band 
independently. Be sure to review student work. If students did not get answers correct, 
ensure you make time to review with students independently or in small groups. 

Day 5-6: Continue to assign increasingly more complex passages. Continue to assess and 
review work. 

Day 7: By the end of the unit, most of your class should be showing mastery of the passages. 
This is the time to give the assessment. I recommend giving both assessment passages 
together, but you can also separate the passages and use the different levels to differentiate. 

*Follow your students’ lead. These lessons may take more or less time. Do not move on to 
subsequent lessons until your students are showing progress. 

How to Use This Resource
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How to Teach Nonfiction Images

©
J
ul
ie 
B
oc
hes
e

Text features are visuals or print that organize a 
text, help readers find information, support the text, or add 
additional information. Using text features that are images 
to expand the readers understanding of a topic is an 
important part of reading comprehension. Therefore, it is 
important to focus on how to use images to gain and expand 
meaning, rather than memorize various types of images. 

At the beginning of this unit, it is important to 
introduce various types of images and their different 
purposes. These categories can be found on the anchor 
charts. Students do not need to memorize these categories 
but introducing them will help students understand the 
different purposes. The visuals paired with the vocabulary 
will be a useful tool for students to refer to throughout this 
unit. I recommend making copies for each student to include 
in student journals. 

Exposure
Using images along with words to understand the text is a broad skill. Therefore, the best way to 

reinforce this skill is through practicing in various texts. Allow students time to go on image hunts in 
nonfiction books. Use articles with various images for practice. The more exposure students can get to 
nonfiction images, the easier it will be for students to be able to gain meaning from them. 

Moving Beyond
Once students are able to identify different images and their purpose, it is important they are 

able to use them to help understand text or expand understanding of a topic. Students should be able to 
have discussions about the information presented in nonfiction images. Then, they should be able to 
answer questions based on them. Finally, students should be able to combine information from the text 
and the images to summarize or draw conclusions. 

Differentiation
For differentiation, allow struggling students to continue to use charts to help them identify 

nonfiction images. It is also helpful to use texts with simple images that have a clear purpose. For 
students that need a challenge, encourage them to read nonfiction texts on topics they are interested 
in. Have students use the images and the text to summarize, draw conclusions, and formulate opinions. 
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Bottlenose Dolphins
Bottlenose dolphins are the most common members of the dolphin family. The 

bottlenose dolphin is a favorite marine mammal of many people. They are known for being 
graceful, friendly, and intelligent.

Bottlenose dolphins live in the dark 
areas.

Bottlenose dolphins are grey. They are 
usually 2-4 meters long. Bottlenose dolphins weigh 
between 330-1,430 pounds. Their habitat affects their 
size. Dolphins that live in warmer waters tend to be 
smaller. The bottlenose dolphin gets its name from its 
snout that is shaped like a bottle. They have blowholes 
on the tops of their heads for breathing. 

Bottlenose dolphins eat fish. They often hunt 
together to catch schools of fish. They are able to find 
fish by using echolocation. Echolocation is when dolphins 
release sounds and listen for the return echoes. This 
helps them know where the fish are located. 

Bottlenose dolphins use sound to 
communicate. They squeak and whistle to each other. 
They also use body language to communicate. They jump 
from the water and slap their tails. Bottlenose dolphins 
are very smart. Their intelligence is close to humans and 
apes. They are also very emotional animals. 

Bottlenose dolphins are fascinating 
mammals. We still have a lot to learn about these 
intelligent creatures. 

Bottlenose size compared to 
humans

blowhole

beak

flippers
flukes

dorsal fin

blow hole

Nonfiction Images Name: ________________________________ Date: ____________________
640L
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1. How does the bottlenose dolphin’s size compare to a human? How does their habitat affect their size?

______________________________________________________________________________

Image that helped me: __________________________________________________________

2. Where do bottlenose dolphins live?
a. around Australia
b. around the North Pole
c. around the South Pole
d. in oceans all around the world, except far north and south

3. How did the bottlenose dolphin get its name?

_____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Where is the blowhole located? What is the purpose of the blowhole?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. According to the article and the text features, which body part does the bottlenose dolphin use to 
communicate?  
a. eyes
b. heart
c. flukes
d. dorsal fin

6. Explain how dolphins catch their prey.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Nonfiction Images
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