
TEXT STRUCTURE
Task Cards 3rd GRADE







Ways to Use Task Cards

1. Centers
2. Scoot: Pass out one card for each student. Set a timer and say, 

“scoot!”  when the timer goes off. Students move seats to the next 
card. They continue to rotate until they are back at their original seat. 

3. Scavenger Hunt: Hide cards around the room. Students search for 
cards and answer them. 

4. Jenga: Number Jenga blocks. Students stack the blocks, then take 
turns pulling blocks. Students answer the corresponding number card. 

5. Whole class practice: Teacher displays card on the projector. Students 
answer on mini white boards. 

6. Exit Tickets: Give each student a task card at the end of the lesson. 
Have them answer on a sticky note.



2.1.

4.3.

Have you ever looked up at the night sky and wondered why 
the stars twinkle? Light from a star is strong and steady, even though 
it might not look like that to us here on Earth. The light from the star 
travels to Earth and travels through cold layers of air. Because the 
light travels through the hot and cold air, the light is bent back and 
forth. The effect of bending light makes the stars look like they are 
twinkling.

How are the sentences in this paragraph connected?
a. Sequence
b. Cause and effect
c. Compare and contrast
d. Summary
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Next time you call a spider an insect, you may want to think 
twice! A spider is an arachnid, not an insect. There are many differences 
between a spider and an insect. An insect has three body sections, but a 
spider only has two. Another difference is that spiders have eight legs, 
but insects have six. Insects have wings. However, spiders are without 
wings. So, the next time you see a creature crawling around, count the 
legs to see if your new friend is a spider or an insect!

What word(s) help you understand how these sentences are connected?
a. Think twice
b. Difference
c. Without
d. Next

What’s the difference between a fruit and a vegetable? It 
depends on who you ask! Scientists name plant parts by how the plant 
uses them. Chefs, however, classify plant parts by taste. To scientists, 
the part of a plant that has seeds and can grow into new plants is 
called a fruit. Unlike scientists, a chef considers a plant food a fruit if 
it tastes sweet. So, scientists call the tomato a fruit, but many chefs 
call it a vegetable.

How are the ideas in the passage connected?
a. Main point
b. Cause and effect
c. Sequence
d. Compare and contrast

The 2020 Olympic games will give out Olympic medals made out 
of phones! The medals will be made from metal taken from recycled 
electronics. First, a group of Japanese scientists worked together to 
develop the creative idea. Next, the scientists presented the idea to the 
Olympic committee, and they loved it! Then, the Olympic committee 
launched a program to get unused electronics. In the end, 78,895 
gadgets were collected, more than enough to make every single medal. 

The author connects the ideas in the passage by 
a. Comparing and contrasting ways to make medals. 
b. Using creative word choices.
c. Summarizing how recycling works.
d. Sequencing the events. 
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