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3rd Grade
Common Core Standard Skill Passage #1 Passage #2

RL.3.1 Answer Questions Snow Angel The Treehouse 

RL.3.2 Recount Fables The Best Nest A Beaver’s Work

RL.3.3 Characters Respond to Events Archie’s Trick Baseball Practice

RL.3.4 Words & Phrases If I Can Stop One Heart from 
Breaking

Caterpillar

RL.3.5 Literature Structure The Happy Prince Little Orphan Annie

RL.3.6 Author’s Purpose Movie Night Going Batty

RL.3.7 Illustrations Notebook Dreams Swinging

RL.3.9 Compare & Contrast Versions of 
Stories

Rapunzel Snow White

Literature

Informational
Common Core Standard Skill Passage #1 Passage #2

RI.3.1 Answer Questions Jump Rope Jim Henson

RI.3.2 Main Idea Coyotes The Abenaki

RI.3.3 Connections Monarch Butterflies  The Printing Press

RI.3.4 Words & Phrases Maple Syrup Tides

RI.3.5 Text Features Diagram Table of Contents

RI.3.6 Author’s Purpose Doing Laundry Food Waste

RI.3.7 Text Images I Have a Dream U.S. Regions

RI.3.8 Text Structure Lady Bugs Paper or Plastic?

RI.3.9 Compare & Contrast Points Dogs Sports
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I love using exit tickets for assessment because they are:
• Short and quick to have students complete
• Easy to grade and give you valuable data

 I like to use exit ticket toward the end of the teaching 
unit for each standard. Toward the end of the unit, give each 
student one exit ticket, and allow him or her to read and answer 
the corresponding questions. Collect the exit tickets, assess, and 
use the data to determine if your students need reteaching, more 
practice, or are ready for a larger assessment and the next unit.
 There are two exit tickets for each skill. This gives you the 
opportunity to assess twice if you address a standard more than 
once. 
 If you have a more advanced class, you can give the exit 
ticket as a pre-assessment, as well. This can help you determine if 
students need explicit instruction in a particular skill or not. If the 
majority of your students do not need explicit instruction, you can 
teach those who do using small groups. 
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Raven carried stick after stick to her 
nesting spot high in the treetops. She’d seen Wolf 
below, nosing around in the field and by the stream. 
He looked hungry, and she didn’t want him getting at 
her nest.
 “This spot is so deep in the shady 
woods,” Chickadee said. “There are better spots in 
the warm sunshine and closer to the stream.”
 “I am fine here.” Raven continued to 
build her nest in the treetops.
 “My nesting spot under the deck is 
cozier and more convenient.” Chickadee pointed a 
wing toward the house in the field. 
 “I am fine here.” Raven added more 
sticks to her nest in the treetops.
 “Suit yourself.” Chickadee flew off 
toward her nest on the deck. However, Wolf bounded 
out of the bushes as soon as she landed. Chickadee 
barely escaped with her life.  

1. What is Raven doing in this fable?
a. hunting for food 
b. competing with Chickadee
c. building a nest
d. soaring through the sky

2. Why does Chickadee question Raven’s actions?
a. Wolf just wants to be friends. 
b. There are more cozy and convenient nesting spots. 
c. Raven is working too hard. 
d. The stream is too cold. 

3. What is the moral of this fable?
a. Safety is more important than being cozy and 

convenient.
b. You should always do what your friends tell you.
c. Nests closer to the ground are better.
d. Sunshine and streams will always attract trouble.

Recount FablesFiction
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Answer Questions
Jump rope is a simple activity that 

has been enjoyed by children worldwide. Where and 
when it began is a little unclear, with multiple 
theories existing. Some say Chinese ropemakers 
invented it. Jumping rope could have been used to 
celebrate their New Year. Others point to ancient 
Egyptian athletes. They may have used jump rope as 
a way of training. Quite possibly, it was Australians. 
They may have introduced jumping vines and 
bamboo just for the fun of it. 
 However it started, there’s no doubt 
that jump rope quickly caught on. It is for both 
entertainment and exercise. Children still jump rope 
as a play activity. It is still used as a way to get fit. 
It can be done anywhere and with only one piece of 
equipment—a rope. Jump rope can be both an 
individual or a group game. Skills such as timing and 
rhythm are learned through jump rope, too. It’s also 
an excellent workout for the heart.   

1. What theories are there about how jump rope began? 
(Choose all that apply)
a. It started in China.
b. It started in Egypt.
c. It started in America.
d. It started in Australia.

2. According to the text, why do people jump rope?
a. for money and fame
b. for entertainment and exercise
c. for the celebrations and festivals
d. for ropemaking and travel

3. Which organ of the body does jump rope help? 
a. the liver 
b. the skin 
c. the heart
d. the stomach 

Nonfiction
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