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5th  Grade
Common Core Standard Skill Passage #1 Passage #2

RL.5.1 Supporting Details The Black Car Surrender

RL.5.2 Theme Apology Cookies Best Birthday Ever

RL.5.3 Compare Characters, Settings, 
Events

The Party Invite Beach Trip

RL.5.4 Words & Phrases Shelter A Dance Chance

RL.5.5 Literature Structure Snowstorm Royal Blood

RL.5.6 Point of View Love for the Game The Walk

RL.5.7 Multimedia Elements Trouble in the Woods The Gargoyle

RL.5.9 Compare & Contrast Genres The Ant and the Butterfly 
and The Tortoise and the 

Hare

Magicbury Quest and The 
Moving Target

Literature

Informational
Common Core Standard Skill Passage #1 Passage #2

RI.5.1 Using Details Sir Francis Drake Your Ribs

RI.5.2 Main Idea & Details Grizzly Bears Sound Healing

RI.5.3 Using Details to Explain Early Movie Magic States of Matter

RI.5.4 Context Clues Moon Halos Recycled Rugs

RI.5.5 Compare Text Structure Trampoline Braille

RI.5.6 Compare & Contrast Eating Meat Native Weapons

RI.5.7 Interpret Information Ring of Fire Blood Flow

RI.5.8 Reasons Support Points Saving Money Playing Instruments

RI.5.9 Integrate Information Female Authors Frost Quakes
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I love using exit tickets for assessment because they are:
• Short and quick to have students complete
• Easy to grade and give you valuable data

 I like to use exit ticket toward the end of the teaching 
unit for each standard. Toward the end of the unit, give each 
student one exit ticket, and allow him or her to read and answer 
the corresponding questions. Collect the exit tickets, assess, and 
use the data to determine if your students need reteaching, more 
practice, or are ready for a larger assessment and the next unit.
 There are two exit tickets for each skill. This gives you the 
opportunity to assess twice if you address a standard more than 
once. 
 If you have a more advanced class, you can give the exit 
ticket as a pre-assessment, as well. This can help you determine if 
students need explicit instruction in a particular skill or not. If the 
majority of your students do not need explicit instruction, you can 
teach those who do using small groups. 
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Carla begged her parents for a kitten as a 
birthday present for years. They always told her that having 
a pet took a great deal of time and dedication. Carla always 
assured them that she was ready for whatever caring for a 
cat involved. Every year, however, she was saddened to find 
that a cute little furball was not among her birthday gifts. 
This birthday would most likely have the same outcome.
 Sighing, she trudged down the stairs, but she 
picked up some of her younger brothers’ toys and clothes 
along the way and put them where they belonged. She shut 
off lights that were on in rooms no one was using. She 
swept up some dirt she’d spotted where the family kept 
their shoes. 
 When she finally made it to the kitchen, she 
was surprised to find a large box in the middle of the floor. 
And something was meowing inside! 
 “Happy Birthday!” Her parents jumped out 
of the pantry. “You have shown us that you can take care of 
things, so we hope you enjoy your new kitten,” her mother 
said. This was the best birthday ever!

1. What is the theme of the story?
a. persistence
b. honesty
c. fairness
d. responsibility

2. Which paragraph of the story supports the idea 
that Carla is ready to care for a kitten?
a. Paragraph 1
b. Paragraph 2
c. Paragraph 3 
d. Paragraph 4 

3. What can we learn from this story?
a. Birthdays can be difficult.
b. Kittens need a great deal of training.
c. Responsibility is often rewarded. 
d. Family is the most important thing in life.

Theme Name: ______________________________ Date: ___________Fiction

Theme Name: ______________________________ Date: ___________Fiction
Carla begged her parents for a kitten as a 

birthday present for years. They always told her that having 
a pet took a great deal of time and dedication. Carla always 
assured them that she was ready for whatever caring for a 
cat involved. Every year, however, she was saddened to find 
that a cute little furball was not among her birthday gifts. 
This birthday would most likely have the same outcome.
 Sighing, she trudged down the stairs, but she 
picked up some of her younger brothers’ toys and clothes 
along the way and put them where they belonged. She shut 
off lights that were on in rooms no one was using. She 
swept up some dirt she’d spotted where the family kept 
their shoes. 
 When she finally made it to the kitchen, she 
was surprised to find a large box in the middle of the floor. 
And something was meowing inside! 
 “Happy Birthday!” Her parents jumped out 
of the pantry. “You have shown us that you can take care of 
things, so we hope you enjoy your new kitten,” her mother 
said. This was the best birthday ever!

1. What is the theme of the story?
a. persistence
b. honesty
c. fairness
d. responsibility

2. Which paragraph of the story supports the idea 
that Carla is ready to care for a kitten?
a. Paragraph 1
b. Paragraph 2
c. Paragraph 3 
d. Paragraph 4 

3. What can we learn from this story?
a. Birthdays can be difficult.
b. Kittens need a great deal of training.
c. Responsibility is often rewarded. 
d. Family is the most important thing in life.
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Context Clues Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________

Recycled materials can be used to 
make many everyday things we need. This gives new 
life to items that might otherwise end up in landfills. 
Carpets are one product that can be fashioned from 
recycled plastic. 
 First, waste such as plastic bottles is 
collected. Next, these items are cleaned to remove any 
contaminants and sorted based on the type of 
material. Then, these materials are broken down into 
smaller components in a grinder. These chopped-up 
pieces are then melted into a thick liquid and cooled 
into pellets for use by manufacturing companies. 
 In the case of making carpets, the 
pellets are turned into fibers that can be made into 
yarn. The yarn is loaded into a loom so it can be woven 
into a carpet. When the weaving is complete, the 
carpet is removed from the loom. It gets a backing 
for stability. The edges are cut and sealed, and then 
the whole carpet is inspected for quality. Finally, it’s 
ready to be shipped and sold.

1. What does the word contaminants mean?
a. a recycled material
b. a cleaning solution
c. a substance that makes something unclean
d. a substance that breaks down easily

2. What context clues from the passage help the reader 
understand the word components?

a. “…can be fashioned from recycled plastic.”
b. “First, waste such as plastic bottles…”
c. “These chopped-up pieces…”
d. “…cooled into pellets…”

3. What does a loom do in this text?
a. breaks down plastic waste
b. weaves yarn into a carpet
c. cleans recycled materials
d. melts the plastic into a liquid

Nonfiction

Context Clues Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________Nonfiction

Recycled materials can be used to 
make many everyday things we need. This gives new 
life to items that might otherwise end up in landfills. 
Carpets are one product that can be fashioned from 
recycled plastic. 
 First, waste such as plastic bottles is 
collected. Next, these items are cleaned to remove any 
contaminants and sorted based on the type of 
material. Then, these materials are broken down into 
smaller components in a grinder. These chopped-up 
pieces are then melted into a thick liquid and cooled 
into pellets for use by manufacturing companies. 
 In the case of making carpets, the 
pellets are turned into fibers that can be made into 
yarn. The yarn is loaded into a loom so it can be woven 
into a carpet. When the weaving is complete, the 
carpet is removed from the loom. It gets a backing 
for stability. The edges are cut and sealed, and then 
the whole carpet is inspected for quality. Finally, it’s 
ready to be shipped and sold.

1. What does the word contaminants mean?
a. a recycled material
b. a cleaning solution
c. a substance that makes something unclean
d. a substance that breaks down easily

2. What context clues from the passage help the reader 
understand the word components?

a. “…can be fashioned from recycled plastic.”
b. “First, waste such as plastic bottles…”
c. “These chopped-up pieces…”
d. “…cooled into pellets…”

3. What does a loom do in this text?
a. breaks down plastic waste
b. weaves yarn into a carpet
c. cleans recycled materials
d. melts the plastic into a liquid
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