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Task Cards 2nd GRADE







Ways to Use Task Cards

1. Centers
2. Scoot: Pass out one card for each student. Set a timer and say, 

“scoot!”  when the timer goes off. Students move seats to the next 
card. They continue to rotate until they are back at their original seat. 

3. Scavenger Hunt: Hide cards around the room. Students search for 
cards and answer them. 

4. Jenga: Number Jenga blocks. Students stack the blocks, then take 
turns pulling blocks. Students answer the corresponding number card. 

5. Whole class practice: Teacher displays card on the projector. Students 
answer on mini white boards. 

6. Exit Tickets: Give each student a task card at the end of the lesson. 
Have them answer on a sticky note.
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2.1.

4.3.

In America, lunch might include pizza, chicken nuggets, or a 
hamburger. But what does a school lunch look like in other countries? In 
Spain, vegetable soup is a popular lunch item. It might be served with meat, 
salad, bread, and fruit. Students in Cuba often eat rice with chicken. They 
enjoy fried plantains, which are a fruit like a banana. In Japan, students 
serve one another lunch in the classroom. They usually eat fish, rice, 
vegetables, and soup.

What is the author’s purpose in this text?
a. Trying to convince readers to do something
b. Answering a question
c. Explaining the steps to do a task
d. Telling an entertaining story

Christopher Columbus is famous for sailing to America. We honor 
him on the second Monday in October. But was he really the first 
European to come to America? Leif Erikson was an explorer from Iceland. 
He tried to sail to Greenland. His ship went off course. He landed in part 
of Canada. Erikson lived sometime around the year 1000. That’s 400 
years before Columbus! He could have been the first person to sail to 
America.

What question is the text trying to answer?
a. Why do we celebrate Columbus day?
b. Where did Leif Erikson come from?
c. Who was the greatest explorer of all time?
d. Was Christopher Columbus the first European in 

America?

Ben Franklin wanted the turkey to be the symbol of our country. 
Why did he think it was better than the eagle? He thought eagles had bad 
character. An eagle doesn’t fish for itself. Instead, it steals fish from 
other birds. He called the bird a coward because it gets chased away by 
much smaller birds. In Franklin’s opinion, the turkey was more noble. It 
was a true native of America. It was a brave bird that would chase away 
others.

Which of these is the best answer to the question in the text?
a. The turkey is a more noble bird than the eagle.
b. Turkeys are a symbol of Thanksgiving.
c. The bald eagle is an endangered species.
d. Ben Franklin chose the symbol of the nation.

How do animals stay warm in winter? Some animals move to 
warmer places. This is called migration. Birds aren’t the only animals that 
go south for the winter. Whales swim to warmer waters. Butterflies, 
crabs, deer, and even insects migrate. Other animals adapt to winter by 
“sleeping.” They hibernate. Most go into a den. Their heart rate and 
breathing slow down. They don’t eat or move for months. Many mammals 
hibernate. So do some reptiles and amphibians. Even one bird and one fish 
hibernate.

Which of these doesn’t answer the question in the text?
a. Some adapt to winter by migrating or hibernating.
b. Whales are similar to deer in some ways.
c. Some move to a place with warmer weather.
d. Some go into sleep mode.
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