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Harriet Tubman
Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

The Underground Railroad didn’t have an engine. It 
didn’t have cars for passengers. It didn’t even go 
underground. But it did have a conductor, and her name 
was Harriet Tubman. She led many slaves to freedom 
through this secret network of trails, hideouts, and helpers.

When Harriet was born, around 1820, her parents 
were slaves in Maryland. She and her eight siblings belonged 
to their parents’ masters. Some of her sisters were sold 
off to work on farms far away. In time, Harriet’s father 
was set free when his owner died. But Harriet’s father 
couldn’t find a job nearby. He didn’t want to move away 
from his wife and children, so he kept working for his 
former owners.

Life as a slave was very hard. Harriet was 
rented out to work in homes and fields nearby. She 
was often beaten and even whipped. This left her 
with injuries that didn’t heal. Once, Harriet refused 
to help capture a runaway slave. The angry slave 
owner seriously injured Harriet. This gave her 
seizures, headaches, and sudden sleepiness for the 
rest of her life.

In 1849, Harriet decided she had to escape. 
Her owner had just died. That meant Harriet could 
be sold and moved far from her family. Also, Harriet 
had just gotten over an illness. No one cared much 
for a slave who was sickly and injured, she thought. 
Her new owners would want to get rid of her.

Harriet in the late 1860s. Harriet in 1885. 
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Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

One night, Harriet and two of her brothers escaped. 
They headed to freedom in Philadelphia. On the way, they 
saw a newspaper ad offering a $300 reward for their 
capture. That was a lot of money back then, so people 
would be looking for them. The brothers changed their 
minds about escaping. Harriet made sure they got back 
home safely. Then she continued on to freedom by herself. 
Across 90 miles, she relied on free people who helped 
runaway slaves. Harriet followed trails that led her to safe 
houses. There, she received food, blankets, and hidden 
shelter. This network of trails and friends was called the 
Underground Railroad.  

Harriet did not stay in Philadelphia long. She soon 
learned that some of her family members were going to be 
sold. Risking recapture, she snuck back into Maryland. Then 
she helped them escape with her to Philadelphia. 

At that time, escaped slaves lived in 
freedom in the North. But then a new law was 
passed. It stated that any escaped slave found in 
the North must be returned to the South. 
Philadelphia was no longer safe for escaped 
slaves. Harriet kept leading others to freedom, 
though. Now, she took them all the way to 
Canada. There, slavery was against the law. Harriet (far left) with her husband and other family members. 

Notice from the newspaper, offering a reward 
for capture of "Minty" (Harriet Tubman) and 

her brothers. 

Harriet made many trips South to help slaves escape. On each trip, they relied on help 
along the Underground Railroad. Harriet risked her life many times, as many people were 
trying to catch her. She used disguises and cleverness to avoid being caught. In the end, she 
helped free her parents, some siblings, and more than 70 others. She became known as 
“Moses” after the man in the Bible who led his people out of slavery.

During the Civil War, North fought against South to unite the nation and end slavery. 
Harriet worked for the North as a nurse, a scout, and a spy. When the war ended, she 
settled in New York. Harriet got married and adopted a daughter. She continued to help 
former slaves and spoke out for women’s right to vote until her death in 1913.
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