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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 190L-530L

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
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970L Opinion Writing Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________

Source 1: 
Bringing the Ocean to Humans

There has been a lot of criticism of aquariums in the media. Many of the claims made 
are untrue. Aquariums have wonderful benefits. They help marine animals and the humans 
that visit them.

Aquariums bring the ocean to people. Most people are unable to observe large marine 
mammals in their natural habitats. Aquariums make it possible for people to observe and learn 
about large marine mammals. Educating people about marine animals is extremely important. 
Visiting an aquarium can connect people to marine animals, which makes people more likely to 
want to help these beautiful creatures. 

Also, aquariums have helped scientists conduct research. Studying whales and dolphins in 
aquariums has taught us about how they live and behave. SeaWorld experts alone have 
published over 300 scientific studies. Additionally, SeaWorld has partnered with the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation and pledged $10 million to fund research and conservation for wild 
killer whales. 

Whales and other marine mammals living 
in aquariums enjoy the interactions they have 
with humans. Training gives them the physical 
and mental exercise they need. They have 
chances to play, learn, and exercise. A dolphin 
trainer at the Georgia Aquarium stated, “By 
building strong relationships with these 
dolphins, we create a bond and level of trust 
that allows us to train these critical behaviors.”

Aquariums are wonderful places that 
benefit human visitors and the animals that live 
in them. You can support your local aquarium 
by visiting or donating to their cause.



Source 2: The Dark Side of Aquariums
Seeing graceful dolphins and enormous whales up close in an aquarium is amazing. Most 

people are fascinated by these amazing creatures. However, what is the price that is being 
paid for people to be entertained by these majestic sea mammals?

Dolphins and whales that live in aquariums are forced into small habitats. This is 
unnatural. In nature, dolphins and whales live in wide-open oceans. They swim long distances 
every day. In aquariums, they do not have the space to move freely. This can cause whales 
and dolphins to become frustrated and upset. They spend their days in small tanks and are 
forced to perform tricks. 

Dolphins and whales that live in aquariums have been kidnapped. Many were taken from 
their natural habitats to be put into aquariums. These mammals were separated from their 
families. This is heartbreaking because dolphins and whales are known to form strong bonds 
with their families. 

Dolphins and whales are very advanced. Their brains are almost as large as human 
brains. Some people believe that their brains are even more complex than human brains. 
These animals have personalities and can feel emotions. We should respect these marine 
mammals and keep them in their natural environment. 
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Orcas in the Wild An Orca in Captivity
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Name: _______________________________________________ Date: _________________

Writing Prompt
Some people believe that aquariums are beneficial. Some people believe 
that aquariums are harmful. Write an essay in which you give your 
opinion about whether people should or should not visit aquariums. Use 
information from the passages in your essay. 

Manage your time carefully so that you can:
• read the passages
• plan your response
• write your response
• revise and edit your response

Be sure to include
• an introduction
• support for your opinion using information from the passages
• a conclusion that is related to your opinion. 

Your response should be in the form of a multi-paragraph essay. Write 
your response in the space provided.
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SAMPLE RESPONSES

These sample responses can be used to help guide your prompt writing instruction. Here are 
some tips for using sample responses:

1. Evaluate: Use the prompts that scored a 4 on the rubric to help you evaluate student 
responses. 

2. Model writing techniques: Use sample prompt responses to model writing techniques for 
students. By analyzing the responses, teachers can point out how the writer uses specific 
strategies like organization, evidence, and transitions to support their argument. Teachers 
can then encourage students to use these techniques in their own writing.

3. Facilitate discussions: Teachers can use sample prompt responses to facilitate classroom 
discussions about writing. By asking questions about the responses, teachers can 
encourage students to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each response, as well 
as identify common themes and patterns.

4. Student analysis: Have students revise the lower scoring responses to score a 4 on the 
rubric. 

5. Identify common mistakes: Teachers can use sample prompt responses to identify 
common mistakes that students make in their writing. By pointing out these mistakes, 
teachers can help students learn to avoid them in their own writing.
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Prompt #1
Writing prompt: The debate about whether or not it is important to eat organic foods is becoming more popular. 
Write an essay in which you give your opinion about whether people should or should not support organic farms. 
Use information from the passages in your essay.

Sample response (4)

When you are shopping in the produce section of the grocery store, you probably notice the sections 
labeled “Organic.” These fruits and vegetables are grown differently than non-organic fruits and vegetables. They 
are grown on organic farms. Some people don’t support organic farms. In my opinion, however, everyone should 
support organic farms because non-organic foods are full of harmful chemicals, non-organic farms treat animals 
poorly, and growing organic food is better for the environment.

Did you know that organic foods are required to meet specific standards from the USDA (U.S. Department 
of Agriculture) in order to be labeled organic? This means that the USDA guarantees the organic food you are 
buying has not been grown on a farm that uses harmful chemicals such as pesticides. Non-organic farms use 
many harmful chemicals to treat their crops as well as their animals. Even the milk from cows on non-organic 
farms is not as healthy as organic milk because the cows are raised on GMOs, or genetically modified organisms, 
which is food created in a lab. Purchasing food that was grown on an organic farm guarantees that those harmful 
chemicals will stay out of your body.

In addition to taking care of ourselves, we should also make sure that animals are well taken care of. 
Animals on non-organic farms are not treated as well as animals on organic farms. Some animals on non-organic 
farms never even get to go outside or see the sunshine. They are crowded into small spaces and given hormones 
to make them grow and produce more for the farmers. On the other hand, animals on organic farms must be 
able to spend time outside and enjoy life outside of a cage. They must be kept safe and given clean places to live. 
They are given healthier food to eat themselves. As you can see, animals on organic farms are treated with more 
care and live much better lives.

Finally, we should support organic farms because doing so can help the environment. The harmful chemicals 
used on non-organic farms can cause pollution, which we know can harm our environment. According to the 
passage Eat Organic, the National Quality Water Inventory found that this type of pollution in the U.S. is actually 
hurting the quality of the water in our lakes and rivers more than any other type of pollution. This shows that 
non-organic farms are harming our environment. Since organic farms don’t use these types of chemicals, they 
are not making a negative impact on the environment like non-organic farms are.

Next time you’re standing in the grocery store and you see the “Organic” label, be sure to choose those 
foods instead of the ones without it. Doing so can help support organic farms, which will also help keep your body 
free from harmful chemicals, it will help support the fair and humane treatment of animals, and it will help keep 
our environment clean.
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Prompt #1
Sample response (in need of revision)

I think that everyone should support organic farms. Organic farms don’t use chemicals 
like non-organic farms do. Organic farms treat animals better than non-organic farms. 
Organic farms are also better for the environment.

Non-organic farms use a lot of chemicals. When you eat non-organic food, the chemicals 

go into your body and can be bad for you. Organic farms aren’t allowed to use chemicals, so 
when you eat organic food, you won’t get the chemicals in your body.

Animals that live on non-organic farms are also given chemicals and they are kept in 
cages with no room to move around. This makes the animals not healthy or happy. The animals 
should be able to run around and eat healthy food like they do on an organic farm.

Non-organic farms are bad for the environment. The chemicals are bad for the 

environment too and they cause pollution. Organic farms don’t cause pollution to the 
environment.

Everyone should support organic farms instead of non-organic farms because organic 
farms don’t use chemicals, they treat animals better, and they are better for the 
environment.
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