
Differentiated passages & activities

Frederick 
Douglass

Differentiated passages & activities



The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Frederick Douglass
Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

Frederick Douglass in the 1830s. 
He was in his 20s. 

When people talk about ending slavery in America, 
they tend to focus on Abraham Lincoln. After all, he 
was the president who set the enslaved people free. 
However, Frederick Douglass played an important role 
as well. He helped convince Lincoln and others that 
slavery should be ended. Frederick Douglass became a 
famous author and orator, writing and speaking against 
slavery.

Frederick Douglass was born into enslavement in 
Maryland around 1818. As a child, he worked inside his 
enslaver’s house. Many enslaved people were illiterate 
because they were forbidden the opportunity to read. 
However, Douglass learned to read and write. He read 
everything he could get his hands on. He even taught 
other enslaved people to read. Many enslavers disliked 
these reading lessons. They showed up with clubs and 
stones to end the lessons. That wasn’t the only time Douglass would be 

threatened and even beaten. A neighbor who hired 
Douglass constantly beat him in an effort to break his 
spirit. But Douglass never gave up his hope for freedom 
or his belief that slavery was wrong. One day, Douglass 
finally fought back against the neighbor and won. The 
neighbor never tried to beat him again.

Twice, Douglass tried to escape enslavement, but he 
failed. On his third try, he succeeded, thanks to the help 
of a friend. Anna Murray was a free Black woman. She 
had fallen in love with Douglass. She gave him some money 
and a sailor’s uniform. Douglass got the identification 
papers of a free Black sailor. Soon, he was in New York. 
There, he and Murray got married. They settled in 
Massachusetts and had five children.

Anna Murray was Douglass’ wife 
for 44 years.
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Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
Douglass began to speak about his time in 

enslavement, his escape, and his belief about slavery. 
Some groups welcomed him, but others were not as 
friendly. Angry mobs sometimes chased and even beat 
him. Douglass wrote an autobiography. He shared the 
details of life in enslavement. It became a bestseller, so 
he had to move to Europe. He didn’t want his former 
master to capture him again. In Europe, Douglass spoke 
against slavery. Over time, he wrote five books telling his 
life story.

In 1847, Douglass had enough money to buy his 
freedom. He returned to the United States a free man. 
There, he continued his activism. He worked for freedom 
and voting rights for Black Americans and women. He

Douglass’ Gravesite in Rochester, New York 

After the Civil War ended, 
Douglass continued working for 
justice. He held several public 
positions. He was even nominated 
to run for Vice President of the 
United States. He was the 
ambassador to the Dominican 
Republic. This was the first time a 
Black American held a high 
government position. Douglass died 
in 1895. He will always be 
remembered as a human rights 
leader.

published a newsletter, The North Star. He met with President Lincoln, urging the president 
to free enslaved people. Even after Lincoln ended slavery, Douglass remained upset with him. 
He thought Lincoln should have given Black Americans the right to vote. 



Frederick Douglass

1. Why is Frederick Douglass famous? 
a. He granted women the right to vote.
b. He escaped a slave owner and led many slaves to freedom.
c. He gave President Lincoln advice on how to win the Civil War.
d. He escaped enslavement, then wrote and spoke about his life.

2. Which detail from the text best supports the idea that life in enslavement was hard for Douglass?
a. He learned to read and write.
b. He was separated from his family.
c. He was beaten many times.
d. He traveled from Maryland to New York.

3. Which part of the text is most helpful in understanding the meaning of the word orator?
a. former enslaved person
b. famous author 
c. writing 
d. speaking 

4. Read the following excerpt from the text.
It became a bestseller, so he had to move to Europe ….
What is the relationship between ideas in this sentence?

a. compare and contrast
b. cause and effect
c. problem and solution
d. past and present

5. How did Douglass’ early experiences in enslavement shape his future?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is not a crayon next 
to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 
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Terms of Use
How Can I Use This Resource?

• Use this resource personally or with your own children.
• Use this resource in your own classroom with your 

students.
• Provide this resource to your students to use at your 

instruction.
• Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
• Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the 

sole purpose of instructing your students.
• Share with your students via a secure document portal 

or electronic learning platform that requires individual 
user verification and limits access to only the students 
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

• Review this resource with others with the sole purpose 
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided 
you share one of the links below:

© Copyright 2013, 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is 
granted to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only 

available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is 
strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com 
for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at 
https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of-use.

• Share with others to use personally.
• Share with others to use in another 

classroom. 
• Print or copy any page(s) and distribute 

them to other teachers or other 
classrooms.

• Publish or host online in a manner where 
any of the material is accessible to 
anyone who is not a student in your own 
classroom., including but not limited to 
personal, classroom, or district websites 
that are accessible to the general public. 

• Use this resource commercially (e.g. 
Outschool).

• Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this 
product to anyone in manner inconsistent 
with these terms of use. https://magicorelearning.com/  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and 
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a 

classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple 
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by 

visiting your TPT “Purchases” page and then selecting “Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting 
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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