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A Day in My Life: Spain
—

ears o\d. 1
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My name IS Esperanza Balon. L am eight v

live in Madrid, Spain with my mama, papa: grandma, and my

little brother Carlos.

8:00 am: 1 usually wake up around 8:00 am. 1 eat cereal

with milk and watch a show on TV. After breakfast, 1 get )
This \s me\

Carlos and me Yo school. ¥ Yakes

q:00 am: My mom walks

us about 20 minutes.

My teacher s Mrs. SQanchez. 1here \
\We learn oeidt tadies, readifar

q:30 am: School starts.
are 29 kids in MY class.

wﬂﬁng..d‘ ‘Wj e (

favorite time of day-
for lunch with my farnily.

lunch. Mymama cooks a
and dessert- My

ice and

12:00 p.m: This is ™Y
Carlos and I go home

even comes home for
that includes an appetizer: main course
ella. Paella is @ digh of r

favorite is ceafood pa

Seo‘Food. After \unch, we + or nap-

ake a small stesta,

2:30 pm- T+'s time to go

~ducation.
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NONFICTION PASSAGES

How Chocolate Is Made

A favorite treat of many people is chocolate. Whether it is in cookies,
cakes, candies, or drinks,
Have you ever wondered where chocolate comes from?

Chocolate begins by growing in cocoa
pods. Farmers harvest these pods twice a year.
When harvested, the cocoa pods are picked and
cut open. A white pulp that has the cocoa beans
inside is taken out. Next, the pulp is fermented
in containers. This is when the pulp and beans
are left out to break down. Fermentation helps
develop the flavor of the chocolate.

After five to seven days of
fermentation, the cocoa beans are dried in the
sun. Next, the beans are shipped all over the
world to chocolatiers.

Once the chocolatier receives the
beans, he or she roasts them. Some
chocolatiers roast their beans in ovens. NEXENERe
€ocoa beans have their shells removed. This
RGN h cocoa nib is

left. Then, the coca nibs are ground into a paste.

Color-coded highlighting
supports student
comprehension. In

Google Slides, students

can highlight as they
read!

Soon after, sugar is added to the chocolate, Milk
powder can also be added to make milk
chocolate. Afterward, the chocolate is
tempered. Tempering is when the temperature
of the chocolate is raised and lowered to create
crystals. This makes the chocolate shiny and
firm. Most chocolatiers have a machine that does
this.

Cocoa beans being dr

Lastly, the chocolate is poured into a mold. The mold can be shaped like
chocolate bar, hearts for Valentine's Day, or a bunny for Easter.

After reading,
students
type their

answers In
the text boxes
using fext
evidence.

" Context Clues

| What is the meaning of “decadent” as it is used in the first paragraph of the passage?
sour
bitter
delightful
chocolaty

2 Read these sentences from paragraph 2 of the passage:
Farmers harvest these pods twice a year When harvested, the cocoa pods are picked and cut open.
What does the word "harvest” mean in paragraph 2? (Pick all that apply.) al ——ym
: dli==>1]
cnop
pich
oather
grow

. What is the meaning of the word “fermented” in paragraph 2? )l:gc}ﬁ"j_/ ] |

Students type their answers right in the text box.

4. What is the meaning of the word “chocolatiers” in paragraph 3?

dl=>]}

5. Read these sentences from paragraph 4 of the passage
Once the chocolatier receives the beans, he or she roasfs them Some chocolatiers roast their beans in
ovens

What does the word “roast” mean in paragraph 4?

6. What is the meaning of the word “winnowing” in paragraph 4?

The chocolate is poured into a mold

The shells are removed from the cocoa bean.

Sugar and milk powder are added to the cocoa paste
The temperature of the chocolate is raised and lowered

a
b.
c
d




ASSESSMENTS

Context Clues

Name:

Color coded

Test: Carnivorous Plants

It is a well-known fact that many animals eat

¥ adils

Context Clues

Name:

Date:

highlighting can also

Test: The Star of the Sea

Did you know that starfish are actually not fish at all? This popular sea

creature is an invertebrate because

There are about 2,000 diffe
species of starfish. They usually ha
but some types have up to 40 arms!
can be smooth, bumpy, or spiny. Ma
have bright colors. They have tube f
feet help them attach to and climb s
and coral. Tube feet help them move
starfish cannot swim. Their mouths §
underneath their body in the center,
know that starfish do not have brain
also do not have blood. Their nervol
systems are spread throughout the|
Their limbs cemmunicate movement
throughout their bodies.

Amazingly, starfish can regenerate, or fegrow, limbs that be
damaged or lost. Starfish may even shed arms to defend themselves fr
predators. Predators include snails, crabs, sea turtles, otters, and birds|

Starfish feed on
whatever is available to them.
Some of their diet includes
worms, snails, and larvae. SBiflg

Gutside of their bodiestiTne r
stomachs can come out to digest
food. Then, the stomach goes
back into their bodies.

Starfish have appeared
in legends across cultures. Even
though some starfish can be
poisonous, some cultures gat
these creatures.

Starfish eating a mussel

; be done on the
assessments!

" Context Clues

|. What is the meaning of “invertebrate” as it is used in the first paragraph of the passage?

a afish d]=>]}

a cregture
an animal with a backbone
an animal without 8 backbone

2. Read these sentences from paragraph 2 of the passage:

There are about 2,000 different species of starfish. They usually have 5 arms, but some types have
up fo 4O arms!

What does the word “species” mean in paragraph 2? (Pick all that apply.) lk@ l ‘
a fish

b hkinds
¢ types
d. varieties

N1
Students type their answers right in the text box.

3. What is the meaning of the word “nervous systems” in paragraph 27

4. What is the meaning of the word “regenerate” in paragraph 3?

5. Read these sentences from paragraph 4 of the passage:
Starfish feed on whatever is available to them. Some of their diet includes worms, snails, and larvae.

What does the word “diet” mean in paragraph 4? 4}]3 l!

6. What is the meaning of the word “prey” in paragraph 4?
a food

b Imbs

¢ snals

d  stomach

=)

This resource dlso includes TWO tests
with different Lexile Levels for student
assessment.




CONTEXT CLUES
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Be a Word Detectivel

Context Clues- Clues in a text that canhelpme
figure out what a word means.

Where are Context Clues? dé;:l\
Look right affer the word ¢ * )

Look in the sentence before

The word

Look In the sentence after
The word

Next...
+ Replace the unknown word with the
new word
+ Ask yourself ‘Does the new word
make sense?” g&\
4=

.
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A Day in My Life: Spain
My rama 16 Esperanza Bolon L am aght years old L va in Madnid, Span with my
ama, paga, grandma, and my It brother Carles.

00 AMk: T sy woke up around B30 AM I et cerssl and mik and wotch @ show on TV, After
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00 AWk My mom weiks s and Corcls o acheol T fobee us sbeut

30: Schost srarte. My facchar i M. Shanchaz. Thars ore 29 kide
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100 PMA Thi sy fovorihe ime of doy, Lunch fimel Gorios ond 1
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oh. My mame cosk ut @ maseve med fhot nokdes an appetoer

rem, ond dusart, My fovorite s Suofond Poat Posla i o
oh of risa and saofond. After knch we foks o smal siecte,or nop

30 PMk Tina fo g0 back 4o schacl Wa Frish our essoma ard and
i day weth physcdl ucation.
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E_ 12 Lexile® leveled Non

Fiction Passages in 2-nd-3"

Grade Text Complexity

osoa peds are poked ond out apen A white pulp that hos the
con0a bears imade is foken aut. After, the pul & fermented n
container Thi ic whan the i onl becn are eft ut fo brack
down. Fermentation helps develop the Flaver of the chocolate. .~ ¥

Abiar e 1o swven diye of fararaiion; T Farmar harvasting cocoa pod
oo bear ore ched e cun. N, fom bacn ore theped ol 7
over the warld to chocolatiers.

Once th chocslafar recaies the beans, they
roost them.Some chocelahers reac fhar: bans n overs Hext
the cocaa beans hove their shels remaved. This process s caled
e winmwig. The cocoa i i lelover. Thn, fhe coca nibs are
round ko  peste Soon offer, argar & adled o the chocclate.
1 pomeor o o b exdd 4o ke ik choceicte

Aftarward,the chossote s fempared.Tarmparng
i when the famparahre of the chosolate & raad and lowsred
o crecte cryeile. Ths ks the chocalate shiny ond fiem
Mast chocclaiers e a mache fhat doas fis

Latthy e chococte & pored ko @ old The

< chosalate bor bearte of Vaertines

4 What e the meaning

5 Read these sentences frc
(Inca the chocolstior receives the baans, thay roaxt them Soma chosalatiers roact
their baane in ovens

Whert doss the word "roast” mean in parograph #2

e e — |
G the possage. ~ I

—

6. What is the meaning of the word “winnowing” in paragraph 7
a The chocoiste s powred mokd Bo=
e shels are removed

LA Answer Ouestions

some types have up to 40 armel

a fish
b. hinds

2 Read these senfences from paragraph 2 of the passage.
There are about 2,000 different species of starfish They usualy have five arr

What does the word “species” mean in paragraph 22 (ick ol thet app

3 What is the meaning of the word “nervous system” in puﬂ(}gﬁq
¥

4 What is the meaning of the word "regenerate” in paragraph 3
|

anails, and larva.

What does the word “diet* mean in paragraph 'f?

5. Read these sentences from paragraph Y of the passage.
Starfish feed on whatever is availsble fo them. Some of their dietinchides worr

food
Imbs

6. What is the meaning of the word “prey" in paragraph 4?
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The Lifecycle of a Chicken

What cama frst? Tha chickan ar the oga? Thie

Yous cusetion has parplessd pacels for canturion. 1t i
ssbie. o anewer:this question becausa tha lfscycla of 4
4 doss. ot bagin ar end. I# is contrwoud

A chickerte M bagie when it halches from an
‘fer cbout thres manthe, the chick becames an adult.
fernala chicken i cabed o han. An adult rrole chicken
\ trooster

When o hen s 6 morthe ol the begn layng
6 9996 e lad overy day IF thers & @ roostor-fo
* <am el ventuaky grow o o chick. IF

&

-

(D

Chick hatching fram egg

i RI.?.‘VR]J.-‘: uwwnm:n {7 T —
% Test: Carnivorous Plants

Tt e @ well-known fact that many animals eat other
| enimals. Did you know that plants can alse be camivorous? These

phants obtain nutrients fram trapping and eating animals. Usually
thase animals are nsacts Thare are 630 different spacias of
carnivorous plants.

One type off carnivorous plant s the pitcher plant
Pitcher plants can be found in places that have a lof of ran, lke
South America. They trap their prey in a leaf that Is rolled up fo
look ke @ bowl. There Is a digestiveliquid inside this bowl. This liquid
breaks down insects that fall n.

Ancther type of cornworous plant s the Venus Flytrop.
Venus flytraps are found in wet areas In North and South Carolina
This plant's leaves close quickly when the smal hairs of the leaf are
fouched. An nsect con couse a leaf fo snap shut. After, the acidin
the leaf brecks down the msect. This takes one or two weeks

Corkscrew plants are also insect eating. They thrive in
wet climates such as Africa, Cenfral, and South America Corksarew
plants have leaves shaped lke corkscrews. Insects can enter this
plont, but are unable fo escape. Once on insect enters, tt moves
Howards tha stomach of the plant. This is where tha insact is
digested

Carnivarous plonts such o the pilcher plant, Venus
flytrap, ond corksorew plant are amazing folearn about and
observe. Whie these plants may net be native to whare you live
may be able fo purchase ane at your lecal gardening center.

Answer the folowing Questions Underine the text evidence in the color

L. What is the meaning of “carnivorous” as it is u
paragraph of the passage?

insects

trapped

plant eating

anmal eating

(©)

B

A chock grows nfo ahen
e

ﬁz.)u I.uu_c!t)u?wg
W

§|—>.u o vao

delicious

plain

composer He wrote many well

: known classical songs.

: Composer means:
% o music writer
ge b. play writer

5 c. planoplayer

0 d. actor
: organic means:
gL a  unhealthy

o

(L 2/31 Ancwer Quscions

2 Read these sentences from paragraph | of the possage ~ ===
Tt i impossible o answer this quastion because the ifscycle of @ chicken doas not
Eagin or end. It is continuous

What does the word "cortinuous” mean in paragraph [? (Pik al that apply)

3. What is the meaning of the word “hen” in paragraph 2 and %‘9

Y What is the meaning of the word “roocter” in paragroph 2 and 37
=]

& from paragraph 4 of the passage. i1
fhe mathar's body. A cell is one single unit of life that yeu
s aday untll the hen hatches the sgg
Teell’ mean in paragraph 42

sentences from paragraph | of the passage. <=5
Hhis sprt os on alternative fo-footbal, This b becauss festbal
iries fo tha players
e word "dlfernative” mean in paragraph I? (ko the cpsiy)

noice

th meaning of the word "affixed” in parograph 22
¥

s the meaning of the word "halted" in parograph 22
i == |

| d these sentences from paragraph 3 of the passage. - T}
f pall quickly bseame pravalant in tha 00 in Amarica Seon aftar, s popuarity
{asrocs the warkl

] F does the word "prevalent” mean in paragraph 32

What i he meening of the werd “elure” i paragraph 37

Answer Questions

tad this sentences from paragraph | of the passage.

plarte ablinrutrierte from fropping end eafing animale

ft does the word "obtain” mean in paragraph I? (Pick ol that appl
t
e
5
fene

hat is the meaning of the word “digestive” in paragraph 27
I

1o break down

hat is the meaning of the word “hastily” in paragraph 3’?)']

1od these sentences from paragraph Y of the passage. ~ I
thrive in wet climates such as Africa, Central, and South America.

Test Formatted Just
Like Practice Passages

0

a0




ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12t
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

K-I N/A

2-3 420L-820L
4-5 740L-0I0L
6-8 IB5L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Context Clues Name: -

The Black Widow Spider

1

black widows becm-xse- the

- art

jus. | hey are cq\\d

fernales usually eat their mates!

hnids are animals with eight \egs. This spider

Black widow spiders are arachnids. Arac
is easily recognized because it usually has are s shape on ifs stormach.
Females have shiny, dark black bodies and are about -

black. They are about half the size of fernales. Some m

d or orange hourglas
2 inches long. Males are a lighter

oles have red spots on their backs.

| N—e;xswﬂh cold winters

in moderate climates all ‘around. the wor
be found in the southern and western parts of the
Southern Europe, Asia, Australia,

d in South America,

Black widows live
-are tfoo cold for them. They can
United States. They are dlso foun

and Africa.
Black widows eat other arachnids and various insects. Their diet includes flies, ants,
cockroaches, and grasshoppers: They trap their prey in webs.
ey with their

ext, They injure their pr
The insect’s organs \iquefy:

nths without eating.

s, caterpillars,
ot to wrap their prey in sik. N

s into the insects.

k widow can \ive for mo

liquid. The blac
without food!

mosaquitoe
Then, they use their fe
fangs. Finally: they inject

and the spiders suck up the
o a year

digestive enzyme

Some can live up T

e of the most

\® L=

Black widows are on
s spiders 1o reside in

~ DE T 1< B 4

"' Y P _—
Y e 11 y O

ors will only strike

| ed. Their bites are

e A s
r 3 NOY

hese predal

hey are disturb

| humans if t
g_\ pcinfu\, but if they are treated, they rarely of - o
Black Widow Sp\der

RS .quse death.




STANDARDS-BASED QUESTIONS
ALIGNED TO STATE TESTING

RS A e

r "Context Clues
" | What is the meaning of “dreaded” as it is used in the first paragraph of the passage?

+ 3 loved
() feared
c famous
d interesting

2. Read these sentences from paragraph | of the passage:
Black widow spiders are one of the most dreaded spiders in North America. m Ws because they are
venomous, or poisonous.

What does the word “venomous” mean in paragraph |? (Pick all that apply.)

(@) toxic
b Scary
c frightful

d fascnating

3. What is the meaning of the word “arachnids” in paragraph 2?
Arachnids are animals with 8 &

< Pe=)

oS can not live

Y. What is the meaning of the word “moderate” in paragrq

Moderate meons mild. Black
N places Hhot are oo cold.

5. Read this sentence from paragraph 5 of the pass
Black widows are one of the most venomous spiders,  eside in North America

What does the word “reside” mean in paragraph S
Regide means Yo \ive.

< 1
\\.’Mﬂ "

Y

6. What is the meaning of the word "'I'rec:chemks" in paragraph 57

1| & e 21|




2 PASSAGE
ASSESSMENT

Name: ——————

Test: The star of the Sea

actually not fish ot a\l’?W

Context Clues

Did you know fhat starfish

can be smooth, bumpy:

Starfish
y have

starfish have bright colors. The
h help them attach to and climb sand,
tube fe
im. Their mouths are lo
you know

or spiny. Many
7 ¥ tube feet, whic

nd coral. These f help them move

cated

4 rocks, @
B since starfish cannot sW
underneath their bedy in
ish do not have brain

the cenfer. Did
s? They also do not

that starf
gpread

hav

e blood. Thelr nervous

gystems are
ut their bodies-

which communicate movements +hrougho!

throughout their limbs,
Amazingly: starfish can , or regrow: limbs that become damoged or Jost:
Starfish may even shed arms fo defend themselves from harmful predators. Predators
s, and birds.

include snails, crabs, sea turtles, otter

Starfish feed on whatever is

- stomachs can come
eir

dies! Thei
od and go back into th

out to digest fo
bodies.

Starfish have appeared in legends

s. Even though some

across culture
ome culfures

can be poisonous: &

.starfish
‘eat these creatures:




Context Clues Name: Date:

730L The Black Widow Spider

Black widow spiders are one of the most dreaded spiders in North America.

This is because they are venomous, or poisonous. They are called black widows because

the females usually eat their mates!

Black widow spiders are arachnids. Arachnids are animals with eight legs. This
spider is easily recognized. It usually has a red or orange hourglass shape on its stomach.
Females have shiny, dark black bodies and are about |-2 inches long. Males are a lighter

black. They are about half the size of females. Some males have red spots on their backs.

Black widows live in moderate climates all around the world. Areas with cold
winters are too cold for them. They can be found in the southern and western parts of

the United States. They are also found in South America, Southern Europe, Asia, Austrdlia,
and Africa.

Black widows eat other arachnids and various insects. Their diet includes flies,
ants, mosquitoes, caterpillars, cockroaches, and grasshoppers. They trap their prey in
webs. Then, they use their feet fo wrap their prey in silk. Next, they injure thein prey with
their fangs. Finally, they inject digestive enzymes into the insects. The insect’s organs
liquefy. The spiders suck up the liquid. The black widow can live for months without eating.

Some can live up to a year without food!

Black widows are one of the
most venomous spiders to reside in North
America. Their venom can be fifteen times

stronger than rattlesnake venoml While this

sounds treacherous, these predators will
only strike humans if they are disturbed.
Their bites are painful, but if they are

treated, they rarely cause death.

Black Widow Spider g




"Context Clues
l. What is the meaning of “dreaded” as it is used in the first paragraph of the passage?

a,v loved - ))) N

s 0 g 0 o 8®

b feared
C. famous
d interesting

2. Read these sentences from paragraph | of the passage:
Black widow spiders are one of the most dreaded spiders in North America. This is because they are

venomous, or poisonous.

What does the word “venomous” mean in paragraph I? (Pick all that apply.) )) )) :\
a toxic

b Scary

¢ frightful

d  fascinating

3. What is the meaning of the word “arachnids” in paragraph 2? QI !l
Y. What is the meaning of the word “moderate” in paragraph 3? \‘ )) l

9. Read this sentence from paragraph 5 of the passage:

Black widows are one of. the most venomous spiders fo reside in North America.

What does the word “reside” mean in paragraph 5? x/] )) \‘

6. What is the meaning of the word “treacherous” in paragraph 5? < i

a safe | 2

b amazing &
c. exciting bs
. d dangerous <©§‘>:




Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.
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Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/

<

@I
')

Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.
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