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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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How to Teach Predicting

©Julie Bochese

What is predicting?

Making predictions is a strategy in which readers use information from a text (including titles and 

pictures) and their own personal experiences to guess what they are about to read.

Why is predicting important?

Predicting requires the reader to actively think ahead and ask questions. It also allows students to 

understand the story better by recalling details, making connections, and drawing conclusions. 

Making predictions is also a valuable strategy to improve reading comprehension.

Visuals

• Visuals are powerful tools to help students remember a skill or strategy. The “fortune cookie” visual is 

a great tool to teach kids predicting because it is a fun way to remember what predicting means. 

• Process anchor charts are also helpful visuals for students to refer to, and eventually internalize the 

steps they can use to make predictions. 

• Graphic organizers help students use the process for predicting, while organizing their thoughts. 

• The ultimate goal is to provide enough practice so that students can predict internally, without any 

visuals or prompting. 

Differentiation

Use more visuals, especially graphic organizer, to model story retellings. Have students practice 

predicting in small groups. Students who need more support should use these visuals until they can 

progress to speaking or writing about their predictions.



Predicting Paper 
Fortune Telling Cookies
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Fortune telling cookies are a great visual to help students connect to predicting. 

How to Make a Predicting Fortune Telling Cookie:

1. Print the circle template on colored or printed paper. 

2. Print the prediction question prompts on white paper. 

3. Cut out the circle template and prompts. 

4. Fold the circle template in half. 

5. Place the prompt inside the fold. 

6. Paste the tops of the circle template together. 

7. Fold again into fortune cookie shape. 

8. Pull out the prompts to ask students to predict prompts before, during, and after 

reading stories. 

1. 

4. 

6. 



They strolled along, looking thoughtfully at the faces behind the enclosures. Several giraffes 
had their long necks stretched high into the air. As they chewed on leaves, Miriam couldn't help but 
wonder what they were thinking, watching the hordes of people walk by. She saw some of the 
gorillas walking along the edge of the water in their habitat, most of them sitting lazily on rocks, or 
sleeping in the grass as the babies frolicked around.

It was her brother's birthday, and all he wanted was for the whole family to take a trip to 
the zoo. He was fascinated with animals and knew many things about them; Miriam was impressed 
with the facts he shared, especially because he was only turning four years old.

“Come on, Miriam, hurry up," he said. “The lions are right over here!"

She hustled a bit until she caught up to the rest of the family. Marcus jumped up and down 
excitedly, and he grabbed his mom's hand and dragged her to the edge of the glass where she 
could get a better look. His dad laughed boisterously as Marcus told them at least five different 
facts about lions, making sure they all listened to every single statement that he recited.

Chuckling, her dad said, “Marcus, how did you get to be so intelligent already?" 

Marcus beamed, and checked the map he had requested that his mom print for him at home. 
“This way!" he shouted, pointing. “I want to see the next exhibit. It’s the best part about the whole 
zoo!"

At the Zoo
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Making Predictions Name: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________

BEFORE READING: Look at the title and illustration. What do you 
think this story will be about? 
(Characters, setting, problem, solution)

DURING READING: Where do you predict Marcus is going?

They strolled along, looking thoughtfully at the faces behind the enclosures. Several giraffes 
had their long necks stretched high into the air. As they chewed on leaves, Miriam couldn't help but 
wonder what they were thinking, watching the hordes of people walk by. She saw some of the 
gorillas walking along the edge of the water in their habitat, most of them sitting lazily on rocks, or 
sleeping in the grass as the babies frolicked around.

It was her brother's birthday, and all he wanted was for the whole family to take a trip to 
the zoo. He was fascinated with animals and knew many things about them; Miriam was impressed 
with the facts he shared, especially because he was only turning four years old.

“Come on, Miriam, hurry up," he said. “The lions are right over here!"

She hustled a bit until she caught up to the rest of the family. Marcus jumped up and down 
excitedly, and he grabbed his mom's hand and dragged her to the edge of the glass where she 
could get a better look. His dad laughed boisterously as Marcus told them at least five different 
facts about lions, making sure they all listened to every single statement that he recited.

Chuckling, her dad said, “Marcus, how did you get to be so intelligent already?" 

Marcus beamed, and checked the map he had requested that his mom print for him at home. 
“This way!" he shouted, pointing. “I want to see the next exhibit. It’s the best part about the whole 

At the Zoo
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Making Predictions

AFTER READING: Where do you think the zookeeper is taking 
Marcus?

The family followed closely 
behind him. When they got there, 
Marcus noticed a sign. Puzzled, he 
looked at his parents and pointed to 
it.

“What does that blue sign 
say?" he asked them. 

His dad responded 
apologetically, “Sorry, buddy. It looks 
like this exhibit is closed for today."

Marcus immediately looked disappointed. He went up to the glass and looked inside, 
scrutinizing the habitat. He saw the waterfall and trees, but he didn't see anything else going on in 
there.

“Where are they?" he wondered aloud.

At that moment, a door to the exhibit opened, and a worker from the zoo with rain boots 
on and a nametag emerged.

“It must be your birthday," she said as she pointed to the birthday pin on his shirt.

Marcus nodded, “We came to the zoo to see the animals. This exhibit is always my favorite 
one, but it is closed!"

Smiling again, she cheerfully pointed at the door. Opening it, she nodded and gestured to 
them, “You’re right, it is, but why don't you all come with me?"

looked at his parents and pointed to 

“What does that blue sign 
say?" he asked them. 

His dad responded 
apologetically, “Sorry, buddy. It looks 
like this exhibit is closed for today."

Marcus immediately looked disappointed. He went up to the glass and looked inside, Marcus immediately looked disappointed. He went up to the glass and looked inside, 
scrutinizing the habitat. He saw the waterfall and trees, but he didn't see anything else going on in 

“Where are they?" he wondered aloud.

At that moment, a door to the exhibit opened, and a worker from the zoo with rain boots 
on and a nametag emerged.

“It must be your birthday," she said as she pointed to the birthday pin on his shirt.

Marcus nodded, “We came to the zoo to see the animals. This exhibit is always my favorite 
one, but it is closed!"

Smiling again, she cheerfully pointed at the door. Opening it, she nodded and gestured to 



1. Which of the following predictions would be reasonable for a reader to make before 
reading this story? (Choose all that apply.)
a. This story takes place in the present.
b. This story takes place in the jungle. 
c. A family is taking a trip to the zoo. 
d. Kids are disappointed at the zoo because they can’t see animals. 

2. What do you think is Marcus’ favorite exhibit? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. Which prediction about where the animals are is reasonable?
a. The animals are inside. 
b. The animals escaped. 
c. The animals were taken by another zoo. 
d. The animals were released into the wild. 

4. PART A: Where do you think the zookeeper is taking Marcus?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

PART B: What evidence helped you determine your answer in part A?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
Making Predictions
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This story takes place in the jungle. 
A family is taking a trip to the zoo. 
Kids are disappointed at the zoo because they can’t see animals. 

What do you think is Marcus’ favorite exhibit? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. Which prediction about where the animals are is reasonable?
The animals are inside. 
The animals escaped. 
The animals were taken by another zoo. 
The animals were released into the wild. 

4. PART A: Where do you think the zookeeper is taking Marcus?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



Making Predictions
What do you think happened next in At the Zoo? Write the ending of the story 
based on your prediction. 
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Name: _______________________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
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