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MagiCore Learning, LLC Is a certified Lexile™ Partner. These texts are

officially measured and approved by Lexlle and MetaMetrics® to ensure
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The Lexlle Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them
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appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built info the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general movernent, however, should be toward decreasing scaffelding and Increasing
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Themes

Stories often have similar themes, or lessons.
COmmon themes include:

Good ve Evil
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Kindness
Loyalty
Perseverance

Quest

Good readers compare and contrast topics, events, and themes in
Il traditional literature. Stories with similar themes may have similar
characters and events, as well. Different authors may approach the

themes or topics in their own ways.

Comparing and contrasting similar stories can help you learn about the

genre or cultures the stories belong to.

To compare and contrast traditional literature,
ask yourself:
| What is the fopic or subject of each story?
How is the pattern of events similar and different in both stories?
How are the characters similar and different in both stories?

What lesson does the main character learn in each story?
What does this teach me about the culture or country the story

2
3.
Y.
0.
& originated in?




Origire Korea

Long ago, there lived a ferocious tiger that stalked a small Korean village. The people of
the village were so scared that they didn't leave their houses. Something had to be done, so
the village elders met to devise a plan.

The village elders discussed the situation in great lengths until they findlly had a plan.
They would set a trap for the tiger by digging deep holes around the village, and then they
would fill each hole with meat for boit and cover the hole with branches.

Everyone in the village helped build the trops, and every fomily spared a little meat to
place inside the traps. Finally, everyone went to their houses o await the troublesome tiger

The following merning, the village chief's son journeyed to the village from the city As he
approached the village, he heard the frightening roar of the tiger, so he carefully investigated
the hole that the sound was coming from There was the tiger, roaring miserably.

“Please help me out of here, or I'll die of starvationl T will ferever be In your debt” sald
the tiger.

The young man replied, "You
would surely eat me if you were
freel"

“T promise that I will net
eat you,” replied the cunning tiger.

The young man was
convinced, so he found a long
branch that was streng ensugh
for the tiger to grab. He put one
end of the stick into the hole, and
the tiger gripped it and climbed
out.

The tiger pounced out of
the hole and into the path of the
young man. Licking his lips, he sald,

#Thank you; you will make the

:Perfecf dinner!"

MName: Date:

Once when a lion was asleep a little mouse began running up and down upon him; this
soon wakened the lion, whe placed his huge paw upon him and epened his big jaws to swallow
hirn.

“Pardon, oh king," cried the little mouse. "Forgive me this time; I shall never forget 1t.
‘Who knows but what I may be able to do you a turn some of these days.”

The lion was so tickled ot the idea of the mouse being able o help-him that he lifted up
his paw and let him go. Sometime after that, the lion was caught in atrap, and the hunters
whe desired to earry him alive to the king tied him to-a tree while they went in search of a
wagen eh which fe carry hirm.

Just then, the little mouse happened to pass by. Seeing the sad plight in which the lien
was, he went up to him and soon gnawed away the ropes that bound the king of the beasts.

“Was I not right?" asked the little mouse.

Little friends may preve fo be great friends

Arswer the following questions. Underiine the text evidence In the oolor Indicated

+|. How are the tiger in “The Ungrateful Tiger” and the lion in “The Lion and the Mouse”

similar?

a  They were both foolish.

b. [ Theywere both cunning.

¢ They were both eooperative.
d = They were both understanding.

) S )

2 How are the tiger in "The Ungrateful Tiger” and the lion in "The Lion and the Mouge”

different?

W<z )

3. How are the settings of "The Ungrateful Tiger” and “The Lion and the Mouse" similar?

Both stories take place in Asia.

Both stories take place n nature.

Both stories take place in smal vilages.
Both stories take place in present time.

) [ar==)

4. Which of the following correctly describes a similarity between “The Ungrateful Tiger"

and “The Lien and the Meuse"? (Chosse all that apply.)

i sc) )

Both stories are abolt predators that want revenge on humans.
Both stories have smal brave creatures that are fearless of predators.
Both the little mouse and the young man are feolish enough to help

dangerous predators.

Both the little mouse and the young man want to help dangerous

predators that are trapped.
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Cinderella

Orign: France
Once upen a time, there was @ man who married a wonderful
wife. The man's wife was the most pleasant and kind person that one
could imagine. The man and his wife had a daughter who grew fo be as
sweet and gentle as her mother. Sadly, the man's wife became very sick,

and she grew ill and died. The man evertually remarried ancther woman,
who, through the marriage, became a stepmother to his doughter. The
new wife was a cruel and unsympathetic woman who alse had two
daughters, each with the same bad temper and cruel demeanor as the
mather.

The stepmother was resentful of the man's daughter, so she
treated her like a servant. The stepdaughter had to clean, and she was
forced to sleep in the attic. The poor girl was so kind and felerant that | .2
she didn't complain to her father. When she finished her work, she would .t;m‘-‘
sit by the cinders in the chimney, so she was known as Cinderelle. Her
shabby clothes did not hide that Cinderella was a hundred times more
beautiful than her stepsisters.

One day, the prince threw a ball, and the two sisters called Cinderella to help them get ready.
They said, “Cinderella, would you like to go to the ball?*

“The fine ladies would laugh at me," replied Cinderella.

“That i very true; people would laugh fo see a maid in the ballroom,” agreed the sisters.

At last, the happy day arrived, and away they went as Cinderella watched them and began to
weep. Her godmother found her in tears and asked what was troubling her.

T would like to go fo the ball,* answered Cinderella.

“Then you will go. Go into the garden, and fetch me a pumpkin," said her godmather.

Cinderella brought a pumpkin to her godmother, and her godmother struck it with her wand,
turning the pumpkin info a beautiful coach.

At her godmother's request;, she found six mice. The fairy godmother gave a pat with her
wend and transformed the mice infe horses. Next, she fetched a rat, and the fairy godmether made
a coachman of him. Finally, her godmether transformed six lizards into footmen

Cinderella's godmother said, "Mew you can go to the ball”

"Should I go in my ugly clothes? asked Cinderella.

- Her godmother touched her with her wand, and in an instant, her clothes were altered into a

| O e

T
O3 O

dress of gold and silver, and a pair of glass
| slippers were on her feet. Her godmother told her
not fo stay past midnight, and she warnad her that
if she stayed a mement longer, everything would
change back. Cinderella promised her godmother
that she would leave before rnidnigH‘.

The pecple at the ball had never seen such a
beautiful princess, and the prince danced with
Cinderella all night. When Cinderella heard the clock
strike a quarter fo twelve, she left hastily

‘When Cinderella arrived home, she thanked
4 her godmother and declared that she wished fo go

- 44 : t fo the ball the next day,
B Her twe sisters soon arrived home.

“There was the most splendid princess,” said ene of the sisters.
Cinderella was overjoyed fo hear that she had made an impression.

The next day, the two sisters went to the ball, and so did Cinderella. She was even more
beautifully dressed than the first time, and Cinderella enjoyed herself so much that she lost track of
tirme. When the clock struck midnight, she suddenly redlized that she should have already left the ball.
She fled the ball immediately, but the prince followed her. Despite his best efforts, the prince could
not catch her. One of her glass slippers fell, so the prince picked it up.

Cinderella ran home in her chabby elothes. When her two sisters returned, Cinderella asked
them if the beautiful lady had been there, and they feld her that she was, but she had fled and lost
one of her glass slippers.

A few doys later, the prince declared that he would marry the cwner of the slipper. They
fried the slipper on the princesses first, but it was in vain, so they brought it to the home of the twe
sisters. They tried fo squeeze the sisters' feet info the slipper, but they could not manage.

“Let me see if it will fit me,” Cinderella cried

Her sisters loughed, but the man who was trying on the slipper declared that he was fo try
the slipper on every maiden, so he put the slipper on Cinderella’s little foot. It slid on without trouble.

The two sisters were astonished as Cinderella tock the other slipper out of her pocket and put
it on. At that very moement, her godmother appeared. She gave a top with her wand, changing
Cinderella’s clothes info the most magnificent dress.

The sisters recognized her as the princess from the ball, and they threw themselves ot her

, feet, begging her forgiveness. Cinderella embraced them and declared that she forgave them with alk |
. her heart. .

I .
R

Et' Compare Themes
« fnswer the following questions. Underiine the text evidence In the color indicated

| How are the characters in "Cinderella” and “Tattercoats” eimilar?

) [sce) }

2. How are the characters in “Cinderella” and "Tattercoats® different? ]ll(—;mn;;) '

Cinderella is a princess. Tattercoats is a servant

Cinderella is an orphan. Tattercoats has a father

Cinderella is kind and sweet. Tattercoats is tough.

Cinderella has a mean stepmother and stepsisters. Tattercoats has a mean
grandfather and servants.

3. How are the settings of “Cinderella” and “Tattercoats” similar? ]HCM:) l )
Cinderella and Tattercoats both go to balls.

Cinderella and Tattercoats are both from France.

Cinderella and Tattercoats both take place by the sea

Cinderella and Tattercoats both Ived in castles before they met the
princes.

4. Which of the fallowing correctly describes a similarity between “Cinderella” and
“Tattercoats"? (Choose all that apply.) ) .m(__'!'"_") l

Both stories have elements of magic.

Both stories are about loyal friends who help each other.

Both stories are about Young girls who turn into princesses.

Both stories are about young girls who are mistreated after their
mothers die.
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[;olrpl:re Themes Mame: - Date:

TEST: Ra the Egyptian Sun God
Origir: Egypt

Before there was land, there was one body of water called Mun. Nun was powerful and
magical. One day, a glittering egg emerged from the sea The egg hatched, and Ra was born.
Sun spread across his body and gave him power. Ra created dll other living things by speaking
their secret names. The sight of the beauty that Ra witnessed brought him to tears. His fears
fell fo the earth, and humans were born.

Ra is the most important Egyptian God. Ra formed the world and is the ruler of dll
created. He rules the earth, sky, and underworld.

Ra is born each day in the east, and then he salls across the sky Ina boat for twelve
hours. Many other gods accompany Ra through his journey, including Horus, god of the sky,
who Is his captain. At the end of each day, Ra dies in the west. Therefore, the west bank of
the Nile, where the pyramids are, is the side of the dead. As Ra dies, the sun sets below the
horizon.

At night, Ra goes to the underworld and leaves the moon in his place to give light fo the
world. Khonsu is the moon god. In Ra's absence, Khonsu travels across the werld to guide
peaple.

At night, Ra travels through the underworld and fights Apep, the snake demon. By
sunrise, Ra has defeated Apep and ence more goes on his journey across the cky.

For Egyptians, the sun is a source of life that gives them eneray, light, and warmth.
Without the sun, crops could not grow. This is why the god Ra helds such a significance to the
people.

Compare Themes MName:

TEST: §na|fing 1_'he Sun

Maul was the son of Hina-lau-ae and Hina, and they dwelt ot a place called Makadlia
above Kahakuloa on West Maul. His mother Hina made kgpas, and as she spread them out to
dry, the days were so short that she was put fo great trouble and lakor in hanging them out
and taking them in day after day until they were dry. Maul, seeing this, was filled with pity
for her. The days were so short that no sooner had she got her kapas all spread out o dry,
the sun went down, and she had to toke them in agaln

He determined to make the

sun go slower. He first went to
Wailshi in Harmakua on Eagt Maul
to observe the motions of the
sun. There, he saw that It roge
toward Hana. He then wert up on
Haleakala and saw that the sun
came directly over that meountain
inite course.

He thern went horme again
After o few days, he went to a
place cdlled Pasloke at Walhee.
There, he cut down all of the
coconut trees and gothered the
fiber of the coconut husks in
great quartity. He manufactured
thiz inte a strong cord One
Moemoe, seeing this, sald
taurtingly to him, " Thou wilt
never catch the sun. Thou art an
idle nobody."

ke
.

Themes

et Compare
+ fnswer the following questions. Underine the text evidence In the color indicsted

| How are the characters in “Ra the Egyptian Sun God” and “Snaring the Sun" similar?
(Choose all that apply.) )l:i\: red O l
a and Maui are selfzh,
and Maui are mined
ad Maui have nical abilities

and Maui are :a‘r ul of the underworld.

3. How are the settings of “Ra the Egyption Sun God" and "Snaring the Sun" different?

| [[Sroie |

“Ha the Egyptian Sun God” takes place in Egupt, and “Snaring the Sun®™

takes place in Folynesia.

“Ra the Egyptian Sun God™ takes

SUn™ takes place in the past

“Fa the Egyptian Sun God” takes pla

the SUR™ takes place in the shy.

“Ra the Egyptian Sun God™ takes

the Sun™ takes place in Polynesia.

in the future, and “Sraring the
in the underworld, and “Snaring
in an imaginary land, and “Snaring

Y Describe a similarity between "Ra the Egyptian Sun God® and “Snaring the Sun®.

B=)
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