FICTION

Mame: <}t |

Characters: Nutty, Wally, Sandy
Cheeks (SC)

SCENE I: COUNTRYFOREST, DAY
TIME

(Two squirrels are leisurely playing
checkers on el whis o
third is lounging and reading her
book. All three squirrels are quite
franquil as they peacefufly
participate in their acfivities.)

Nutty: There’s quite a chill in the air today, so we really ought to start leaking for a few
nute to prepare for winter.
Sandy Cheeks: ( Without even glancing up #rom her book) Tt's only October 4%, which
we have at least a month fo gather foodl (Waving her hand fo emphasize her dismissa
the thought ) We'll start first thing tomorrow morning. Y
Wally: T mean we could start as soon as I finish beating Nutty eince that's inevitabl #
this game is going to end.
Nutty: First of all, Wally, there's no way it's going to..
(Suddenly the breeze picks up, and snow starts flying around as far as the e o
other two remain )
Nutty: (Continuing fo run with his hands in the fur on the fop of his head,
) What are we going to do?l What are wa going ta do?l What are we g
" Sandy Chesks: Okay, everybody calm down and plan this out logically.
| . Wally: Sandy ie right. Let's all run away to Floridal
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e Date

Preparing for Winter

Characters: Nutty, Wally, Sandy r
Cheeks (SC)

SCENE - GOUNTRYSFORESY, DAY
TIME

(Two squirrels are leisurely playing
checkers on eastauelotiliciay whis o
#hird Is lounging and reading her
book. All three squirels are quite
Franquil as they peacefully
Pparticipate in their activities.)

Nutty: There's qite o chilinthe ar-foday so we realy ought fo tartlooking for a fow
\ | nuts fo prepare for winter.

@ Sandy Cheeks: (Without even glancing up from her book ) Tt's only October 4%, which

we have at least a month to gather food! (Weving her hand o emphasize her dismissafl

the thought.) We'll start first thing tomorrow morning.
Wally: I mean we could start as soon as I finish beating Nutty since that's inevital
this game is going fo end.
Nutty: First of all, Wally, there’s no way i#'s going fo..
(Suddenly the breeze picks up, and snow starts Flying around as far as fhe ey
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The Lexlle Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12
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appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built info the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general movernent, however, should be toward decreasing scaffelding and Increasing
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Wheme of Stories & Plays

The theme is the message or lesson that the author wants the reader fo learn.
Oftentimes, the reader needs to infer the theme. You can infer the theme by
using the details in the story. Pay attention to what the characters say and do and
what happens to them as a result. By the end of the story, the main character

may learn a lesson about people, life, or society.

To determine the theme of a slory, ask yourself:
How do the characters feel in the beginning of the story?
What major events affect the character throughout the story?
How do these events change the way the main character thinks and feels?
What lesson did the main character learn? Think of large life lessons such as

honesty, integrity, strength, and kindness.

(-;.C)(:)/.

- I'm 50 jlq_d
| pet the dog!

How does the boy feel about the dog in

How does the boy feel about the dog after
the first llustration? :

he pets him?

What life lesson did the boy learn?




+ out of bed. When she made her way downstairs, Linda saw that Dad was diready af the i
: kitchen table reading the newspaper.

|t

AND ANOTHER PEEK

The Scorching Paint Job

As Linda sat on her deck
sipping an ice cold glass of water after o
long day ot work, she redlized that it had
become Inevitable. Even though she had
painted just a couple of years prior, the
deck needed to be repainted. Maybe not in
its entirety, but at least the floar of it had
to be painted.
“Okay,” Linda thought, “maybe
I can just paint the floor of the dack and
not every single spindle. Linda remembered |
how painstakingly long it had taken to paint [E'Z___,____

the four sides of each and every plece of

wood going around the outside of the deck iT':__.‘
&

the last time it was done. "Let me call Dad **
and see what he thinks.”

After a brief discussion about how his week was going, Ded fold Linda that he
thought that just painting the floor and top railing of the deck was a great idea and would lock
fine without each spindle being palnted. Not only did he tell her that he thought it would be
acceptable, but he also sald that he weould take a day of f from waork fo come help Linda get
the painting done In half the time.

Tuesday evening was findlly here, and Dad arrived ot Linda’s house with a pizza
for dinner. After a relaxing evening of pizza, ice eream, and a movie, Linda and Dad went to
bed. It had been extremely hot and humid cutside and was suppesed to continue to be that way
for the rest of the week. They planned fo get up bright and early to get the deck painted
befere the scorching summer sun was beating down on it.

Wednesday morning arrived. Linda slenced her alarm on her phone and sleepily
rubbed her eyes. "Who wakes up early on their first day of vacation?!" Linda thought. “Oh,
right, my awesome Dad whe's daing it to help me out.” With that thought, she strefched and got

o

"I slept great, thank you," replied Dad, “and I'm ready, but your deck certainly

Linda walked over to the slider that led to the deck and locked out the window.

“Aww, rmannnn,” sighed Linda “The morning dew is oll ever the deck. New what do

“We're going to have fo wait for it to dry. Hopefully, it will dry quickly,” Dad sald.

Linda and Dad went to the locdl coffes shop for coffee and bagels.

Afterward, they went home to check the deck. It stil wasn*t dry, so they decided
to take a walk ot a nearby park. Upon returning home, they checked the deck again. Nepe, i
still couldn't be painted They decided to visit the animals at @ nearby farm. They stopped at a
het dog stand on their way home to grab seme lunch. By the time they arrived home this time, it
was nearly 30, and the sun was beeming down. Linda was sweating just from walking around
the shaded area of the animals when they were at the farm, even when exerting a minimum
ameount of energy. She couldn't imagine what i would be like fo work on the deck that didn't
have an ounce of shade on it Secretly hoping that the deck would still be wet, Linda and Dad
went o the back yard to check It was dry.

“Oh, ne," thought Linda, knowing full well whet Dad's answer would be to her

question
“Well, now what do we do?" questioned Linda, Aoping that Dad might say that they
would paint the deck ancther time, but knewing that there was a glim chance of that happening
“What do you mean, ‘Now what do we do? We paintl” Dad exclaimed.
"It's so hot" whined Linda
“You wen't melt, Linda. Slap on some sunscreen, and let's get this over with,” said
Dad
With that being said, Linda and Dad get to work painting the deck. Boy, was it Aot
Linda and Dad were both drenched in sweat and exhausted, but they kept working hord and
gave the deck a fresh coat. After a couple of hours and what felt like twenty glasses of water
for each of them, their mission was complete. Linda couldn't believe 1. Scorching hot or not, the
deck locked Incredible. As Dad had stated earlier, they didn't melt, and the work redlly wasn't as
bad as she had built it up to be. In fact, completing their task in the basking sun made her feel
even more accomplished
“Thanks for all your help with this, Ded. It locks great, and I certainly wouldn't have
5 done it if you weren't here," Linda sald.
. “My pleasurel" replied Dad. “It came out really nice.” Linda and Dad went to clean

|:.up thejr painting supplies. s Pk

sy

“Marning!l" Linda exclaimed cheerfully. "How did you sleep? Are you ready to get to work?"

e :
" Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence In the oolor iIndicated
. | Read the following sentences from paragraph twe of the story.

“Ohay.” Linda thought. "Maybe I can just paint the floor of the deck and not every single

spindle.”
Based on these senfences, what con yeu infer about Linda at the beginning of the story?
Linda
Linda

Linda
Linda

determined to make her deck look great.
independent because she paints the deck by herself.
se she will paint her dech twice
y and doesn't realy want to paint the deck.

[ )

[ 2 5 T PSR ¥

)

Find _ancther plece of text evidence that supports your answer above.

. What caused Linda and her father to delay painting the deck?

It was too hot
Linda skept in too ate.
The deck was wet from dew.

[ =]

)

3 Why did Linda hepe that the deck would still be wet when they returned from the farm?

Linda was too tired to p

Linda thought that it was too hot to paint
Linda wanted her dad to do the painting.
Linda was having fun with her dad, and she




CHECK THIS OUT TOO!

Pom- 3 Theme Mame: Date:
T ; Thoughts by Sara Teasdale

Thurne
", Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence in the: color indicated.

. * Y. Read the last stanza of the poem. What is the meaning of this stanza?
- | How does Sara Teasdale feel about being alone? N

When I am dll alone

Envy me most,

Then my thoughts flutter round me
In a glmmering host;

Some dressed in silver,
Some dreczced in white,
Each lke a taper
Blossoming light;

Mest of them merry,
Some of them grave,
Each of them lithe

As willows that wave;

Some bearing violets,
Some bearing bay,
One with a burning rose

Hidden away-

When I am dll alone
Ervy me then,
For I have better friends

Than weomen and men.

to be alone to think

[

)

1e with friends

Find ancther piece of evidence in the poem that supports your answer above.

2 What kind of thoughts does Sara describe in her poem?

3. Read these lines from stanza 2 of the poem.

Some dressed in silver,
Some dressed in white,
Each like a taper

Blossoming light;
What do these lines mean?

Sara is deserioing what she likes t

Sara is descriving her pleasant thoughts that give her hope.

Sara is descriving how she feels when she is with other people.
Sara is describing what she thinks about the colors siver and white

NE=)
s enjoys spending time with nature

with her thoughts.

LA LA L L0
WU W]

i 1

[#3]
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-

5. Fill in the chart below. Then use the chart to answer the question.

Main idea of the poem What & the mood?

What is the theme of this poem? Include ot least tweo detalls from the chart abeve to
support your explanation. }lf,-(- “aarpla ) '
| Cpurele




UPGRADE THEIR SKILLS!

} ) Theme Nome: |T|-.m. ' | Theme
. " Arswer the following guestions. Underine the text evidence In the color iIndicsted g . 6. At the end of the h
Poem - - : : 6. poem, what does the author suggest that the other kids do?
Test: |mmlgrﬂnl‘ + |. The second line In the poem states that José can't pass his English class. Why Is José . . }Fl"'il — l

having trouble in English? jl red l

José Is briliant In math class,
When he goes info English, though, he can't seem to pass.
“He can't read, he can't write, how dumb is he?"

What they don't know Is that José has confided in me.

5]

in

I
)]

o]
[ ]
(fr (L (D (Tn

t help hirm,
) doesn't know how to speak English,
His family moved fo America, thay've been'here less than a year, 6. Fill in the chart below. Then use the chart to answer the question.

They dll arrived from ancther land, with o great dedl of fear.
. How does José feel since people are making fun of him?
They did net know or understand English when they arrived, Main idea of the poem What is the mood?

Their hope Is José can teach them, so they are not deprived.

1

5

C
c
)

5]

As people sit there mocking and trying to make José feel bad, 3 b X - _
peor ’ e Upset about not having friends

5 doesn't let the other hids bother him,

o]

He doesn't seem to mind, not even a tad.

O Sy

o]

He is trying to learn all of the English that he ean,

Because he Is responsible for feaching it to the rest of his clan. What is the theme of this peem? Include ot least two detaills from the chart above to

. Read these lines from the poem.

suppert your cxp|unu‘l'lon. ]l?' "_};EI}"':- l

It Is not that José is unable to read or to write,

Ha is trying fofearn alf of the English that he can,
It Is that English is Impossible to learn overnight.

Because he'is responsible for feaching It fo the rest of his clan.

If you went to Peru, having never been there before,

You'd have trouble with their language, too, and much, much more.
e What do these lines mean?

If you take some time to get to know him, he redlly is quite brilllant, you see,

José is responsible, and he is studying hard

i disappointed that he cannot pass his English class.
iz dearning English so that he can teach his family.
wants to learn how to be an English teacher

Much meore intelligent than you or me.

[S RS
[

So instead of snickering and being rude,

{

See If you can help him, or are you too crude?

(T (Ce (T aTn

C
o]
o

4. Where is José frem? How does this impaet him at his scheeol?
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