


The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 

Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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The Legend of Bigfoot
Where does the Legend of Bigfoot Come From?

All over the world, for many generations, there have been stories told 
about a giant, wild man who lives in the forest. The Native Americans called him 
Sasquatch. In Asia, he is known as the Yeti. The first report of Bigfoot in the 
United States came from a newspaper in northern California in 1958. It 
reported that some loggers in the woods had discovered 16-inch footprints that 
looked like they came from a giant man. Although they never saw the creature, 
they named him Bigfoot.

A Popular Legend
From then on, Bigfoot became a national sensation. If something bad 

happened, like someone disappearing in the woods, they would say that Bigfoot 
did it. Any time something happened that could not be explained, they blamed it
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on this mysterious creature. On the other hand, some people said that he was just a big, harmless man 
who was traveling through the wilderness. Others claimed that he protected the forest and helped 
hikers who got lost. In any case, the stories made people very curious and they wanted to see the 
legendary monster for themselves.

As a result, a popular TV show offered a $1,000 reward to anyone who could prove Bigfoot 
was real. The contest inspired many Bigfoot Hunters who tried to find evidence that he existed. People 
took photographs of mysterious tracks and dark figures. A one-minute video came out that claimed 
to show a giant, dark creature walking along a creek, but it was very blurry and hard to see well.

Science or Fiction?
However, in 2002, evidence came out that Bigfoot was a hoax. The family of Ray Wallace, who 

was of one of the loggers who first found evidence of Bigfoot back in 1958, admitted that he had 
carved giant wooden feet to make fake footprints. Still, people like to believe in Bigfoot. On Labor Day, 
one town in California has a Bigfoot Daze celebration where impersonators dress up like him and stomp 
through the streets. 

There continues to be thousands of eyewitness accounts. There is even a museum dedicated to 
Bigfoot. Even Jane Goodall, a well-known and respected scientist of chimpanzees, believes that an ape-
like man exists.

What do you think? Do you think Bigfoot is a wild man, a big animal, or a hoax?

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________



1. What did Jesse and Oliver hear when they were walking in the woods?
a. An owl hooting in a tree.
b. A bat screeching in the sky.
c. Bigfoot walking in the forest.
d. A man yelling in the forest.

2. When Oliver says to Jesse, “You don’t really believe that bologna, do you?” what does “bologna” 
mean?

a. A type of sausage
b. A made-up story
c. A newspaper article
d. A fact in history

3. According to the article “The Legend of Bigfoot”, some people thought Bigfoot was dangerous and 
some thought he was harmless. In the comic story “Trouble in the Woods”, what does the author want 
you to think about Bigfoot?
a. Bigfoot is a dangerous monster.
b. Bigfoot is a big animal.
c. Bigfoot helps people.
d. Bigfoot is not real.

4. In 2002, evidence came out that Bigfoot was a hoax. Which sentence from the text explains what 
“hoax” means?

a. There continue to be thousands of eyewitness accounts.
b. He had carved giant wooden feet to make fake footprints.
c. Impersonators dress up like him and stomp through the streets.
d. Jane Goodall believes the ape-like man exists.

5. Do you think Bigfoot is a wild man, a big animal, or a hoax? Explain why or why not.
I think Bigfoot is a _______ because the article says...

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 

©Julie Bochese

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________
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