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TWELVE 2nd & 3rd Grade and 

PDF tall tales & assessment! 

Created 
with 

GOOGLE
SLIDES

◉ Aligned with 2nd-3rd Grade Lexile Levels
◉ Includes teaching materials for tall tales: vocabulary cards, an anchor 
chart, a journal page, and a graphic organizer!
◉ Students can highlight the text for easy comprehension



TALL TALES
Color-coded highlighting 

supports student 
comprehension. In 

Google Slides, students 
can highlight as they 

read!

After reading, 
students 
type their 
answers in 

the text boxes 
using text 
evidence.

Students type their answers right in the 
text box.



ASSESSMENTS

This resource also includes an 
assessment with TWO different Lexile 

Levels. 

Color coded 
highlighting can also 

be done on the 
assessments!

Students type their answers right in the 
text box.
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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Pecos Bill was born in Texas. He was a tough baby. He played with grizzly bears 
instead of teddy bears. 

His family decided to move west. They traveled in a covered wagon. Pecos was just a 
baby. He fell out of the wagon. His parents didn’t notice until it was too late. Pecos just 
waved goodbye as the wagon rolled away. A pack of coyotes found Pecos. They thought he 
was a coyote. The coyotes raised him as their own. Pecos grew up thinking he was a coyote. 
He was even tougher than a Coyote cub. 

Years later, a man stumbled upon Pecos. “Boy, you ain’t a coyote. Coyotes howl and live 
off the land!” 

Pecos did not believe the man at first. The man convinced Pecos he was different.  

Pecos Bill
500L

Recount Folktales   Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________

Pecos left the coyotes 
to become a cowboy. “I am 
going to be the strongest, 
bravest, and wildest cowboy 
in the west!” howled Pecos 
Bill. And he was. 

Pecos used a 
rattlesnake as a lasso. He 
named his horse Lightning. 
No one else could ride 
Lightning. Pecos’ favorite 
food was dynamite. He 
lassoed a tornado to save a 
town. He also wrestled 
bears.
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One day when Pecos Bill was fishing, he saw a beautiful lady. She was riding a catfish. 
“By golly! You are the most beautiful gal I ever did see!” Exclaimed Pecos.

“Hi! I’m Slue-Foot Sue!” 

Pecos fell in love with Slue-Foot Sue. He shot all of the stars down from the sky for 
Sue, except for one. This star became the Lone Star. This convinced Sue to marry Pecos.

Slue-Foot Sue decided to ride her catfish one last time before the wedding. The 
catfish was jealous of Pecos Bill and bounced Sue off. She bounced higher and higher until 
she hit her head on the moon. Sue bounced for days. Pecos tried to lasso Sue, but had no 
luck. He finally managed to lasso her with a rattlesnake. Sue was so upset about the whole 
ordeal. 

“Don’t you ever speak to me again! You ain’t better than varmint!” Yelled Sue.  

Pecos Bill was heartbroken. He got married many times to other women, but he never 
loved any girl as much as he loved Sue. 
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Pecos Bill was a fictional character. No one is sure where his stories come from. Some 
think cowboys made up these tales. While the tales of this larger-than-life character are 
made up, there is some truth to these stories. 

In the 1800’s, when Pecos Bill took place, many people were moving out west, much 
like Pecos Bill’s family. The west provided more land and opportunities for people. The 
people who traveled out west were called pioneers. Many pioneers traveled westward in 
covered wagons driven by horses.

Pecos Bill was a cowboy. Cowboys really did originate in Texas. Texas was overrun 
with cattle. There were over 5 million cattle! A cow that was worth only $4 in Texas was 
worth $40 in the northeast. Cowboys began moving cattle northwards. This upset farmers 
and Indians because their land was being destroyed by stomping cattle. Outlaws would steal 
cattle and kill cowboys. Cowboys had a reputation for being tough and rugged. People 
thought they were tough and brave because they risked their lives. 

Westward Movement720L

Cowboys wore 
large brimmed hats to 
protect them from the 
sun. They wore 
bandanas to cover their 
mouths from blowing 
dust. Cowboys wore 
boots with heels to dig 
into their horses’ 
stirrups. 

Later, cowboys 
appeared in books and 
movies. Their lives have 
been exaggerated. 

Recount Folktales   Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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1. How did Pecos Bill end up with a pack of coyotes?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What did Pecos do when he found out he wasn’t a coyote?
a. Pecos stayed with the coyotes anyways. 
b. Pecos  traveled out west in a covered wagon. 
c. Pecos left the coyotes to become a cowboy.
d. Pecos started to collect rattlesnakes for protection. 

3. How would you describe Pecos Bill? Use evidence from the text to support 
your answer. 
a. kind
b. tough
c. greedy
d. boastful

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

4. How did Pecos Bill meet Slue Foot Sue?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 

Recount Folktales
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5. Why did Slue Foot Sue decide she didn’t want to marry Pecos Bill?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

6. According to the article Westward Movement why were people moving to the 
west? How does this connect to the tall tale of Pecos Bill?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

7. According to the article Westward Movement what did cowboys do in the wild 
west?
a. Cowboys moved cattle north.
b. Cowboys were in books and movies. 
c. Cowboys got into fights with outlaws and Indians.
d. Cowboys lassoed things such as snakes, tornadoes, and lightning. 

8. How is the character Pecos Bill similar to real cowboys? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Recount Folktales
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Terms of Use
How Can I Use This Resource?

• Use this resource personally or with your own children.
• Use this resource in your own classroom with your 

students.
• Provide this resource to your students to use at your 

instruction.
• Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
• Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the 

sole purpose of instructing your students.
• Share with your students via a secure document portal 

or electronic learning platform that requires individual 
user verification and limits access to only the students 
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

• Review this resource with others with the sole purpose 
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided 
you share one of the links below:

© Copyright 2015, 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is 
granted to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only 

available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is 
strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com 
for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at 
https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of-use.

• Share with others to use personally.
• Share with others to use in another 

classroom. 
• Print or copy any page(s) and distribute 

them to other teachers or other 
classrooms.

• Publish or host online in a manner where 
any of the material is accessible to 
anyone who is not a student in your own 
classroom., including but not limited to 
personal, classroom, or district websites 
that are accessible to the general public. 

• Use this resource commercially (e.g. 
Outschool).

• Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this 
product to anyone in manner inconsistent 
with these terms of use. https://magicorelearning.com/  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and 
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a 

classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple 
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by 

visiting your TPT “Purchases” page and then selecting “Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting 
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.



Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@magicorelearning.com

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning

https://www.facebook.com/Magicorelearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

http://www.magicorelearning.com/
http://www.magicorelearning.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/
https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/
https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning
https://www.facebook.com/Magicorelearning/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-Formats-3058389
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-Printable-Digital-Formats-3416553
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fiction-Questioning-Task-Cards-2nd-3rd-Grade-4904650
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ask-Answer-Questions-2nd-3rd-Grade-Safari-Escape-Room-Print-Digital-6663767


http://melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com/

www.amazingclassroom.com

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helen_Keller_Birthplace_House.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Great_white_shark_size_comparison.svg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Loggerhead_sea_turtle.jpg
Photos
By Kevin M. Brooks (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Credits

Credits

http://melonheadzillustrating.blogspot.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Helen_Keller_Birthplace_House.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Great_white_shark_size_comparison.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Loggerhead_sea_turtle.jpg

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

