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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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At recess, Jimmy couldn’t wait to play basketball with his friends. They raced 
over to the hoops, but stopped suddenly when they saw trash dispersed 
everywhere on the court. The older kids had recess before the second graders. 
They always made a mess of the playground and threw their lunch trash 
everywhere.

“Aw, man. We can’t play here. It’s filthy,” complained Steven.
“We should clean this up now so that we can play,” said Jimmy, “but I’ve got 

an idea for our Earth Day project. We could host a schoolwide trash cleanup. Then, 
we could use some of the trash to do projects about recycling. We could teach 
other kids about recycling with our projects.”

The Earth Day Project
610L

“Class, Earth Day is coming 
up on April 22. I was thinking we 
should do a class project to help 
the earth,” announced Mrs. 
Philips. 

The second graders in Mrs. 
Philips’s class buzzed with 
excitement. 

“We should make a craft!” 
suggested Steven. 

“We should take a field trip 
to the beach and pick up trash!” 
said Trisha. 

“These are all great ideas, 
but I want you to take some 
time to ponder this,” replied Mrs. 
Phillips.  

Story Structure Name: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________
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Jimmy’s friends loved his idea. They couldn’t wait to bring the idea to Mrs. 
Phillips. Mrs. Phillips thought the idea was great. She asked the rest of the class. 
Everyone agreed that Jimmy’s idea was excellent. They brought the idea to the 
principal to see if they could get the whole school involved. The principal agreed 
that the Earth Day project would be great for the school. 

On April 22, the whole school set out to clean the school grounds. Classes 
spent the afternoon constructing projects with some of the recycled trash. They 
hosted Earth Day Night the next week. Families and kids from other towns came to 
Earth Day Night. They learned all about recycling. 

Jimmy and his friends no longer had trouble with trash on the playground. 
The older kids had learned about Earth Day and stopped littering. Jimmy knew his 
idea helped make his school a better place. He hoped they could continue their 
Earth Day project every year to teach kids about taking care of the planet.  
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1. Who is the main character? Choose a character trait to describe the main 
character. Use text evidence to support your thinking. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What is the main setting of the story?
a. school
b. April 21st
c. Jimmy’s house
d. the basketball court

3. What important event/s happened at the beginning?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
Story Structure
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4. What is the problem in the story? (Choose all that apply.)
a. Jimmy’s class needs to come up with an Earth Day project. 
b. The older kids throw their trash from lunch on the playground. 
c. The other kids in Jimmy’s class want to do an Earth Day craft. 

Jimmy wants to clean up the playground. 
d. Mrs. Phillips has a different idea about the Earth Day project than 

her students. 

5. What important events happened after the problem?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

6. How does the problem get solved?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

7. What happens at the end of the story? (Choose all that apply.)

a. Jimmy came up with a new project for the next holiday. 
b. The older kids stop throwing their trash on the playground.  
c. The older kids got into trouble with the principal for littering. 
d. Jimmy and his classmates teach families and kids about Earth Day 

Night.

Story Structure
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