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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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How to Teaching Forming Opinions

©Julie Bochese

Teaching students to distinguish opposing viewpoints on a topic, then to determine their own viewpoint is a critical skill. Students 

need to be able to look at media and understand that news, articles, and television are often swayed by the creator’s thoughts, 

feelings, and beliefs. Students need to be able to recognize these opinions and learn to form their own opinions based on their 

personal experiences and values. 

Topics

I strongly believe that we should not shy away from controversial, polarizing topics, including current events. Students see what 

is going on in the media. It is important we don’t make real topics a taboo and have appropriate discussions about how people

believe different things, and this is a wonderful thing. 

Model 

The best way to teach this skill is to provide real-life examples of opposing viewpoints. Model reading different newspaper or 

article clips with different viewpoints. Have classroom discussions about how students feel about these topics. Show news media 

clips from current events. Have a discussion about the different viewpoints displayed. While using these real-life discussions, 

model and show students the importance of respecting different viewpoints and disagreeing respectfully. 

Here are some prompts you can use:

• I respectfully disagree with you because I feel___________________________________.

• I understand __________________ is important to you. On the other hand, ____________________ is important to me. 

• I think it was a great point when you said ____________________. I think ____________________.

• You said __________________________. Another point to consider is ________________________. 

Work as a class or in partners to complete the “Understanding Viewpoints” sheet. Allow time for students to brainstorm their 

own topics that are important to them and interview classmates, practicing using the prompts above. 

Differentiation

• If students are struggling with this skill, you may need to revisit distinguishing fact from opinion. 

• Allow more time for class discussions. 

• Display photographs that show opposing viewpoints. Discuss how people feel differently about the topics. 

• Use differentiated passages at individual student levels. 

Topics

I strongly believe that we should not shy away from controversial, polarizing topics, including current events. Students see 

is going on in the media. It is important we don’t make real topics a taboo and have appropriate discussions about how people

believe different things, and this is a wonderful thing. 

The best way to teach this skill is to provide real-life examples of opposing viewpoints. Model reading different newspaper or 

article clips with different viewpoints. Have classroom discussions about how students feel about these topics. Show news med

clips from current events. Have a discussion about the different viewpoints displayed. While using these real-life discussions, 

model and show students the importance of respecting different viewpoints and disagreeing respectfully. 

e some promptptptptpts you can use:

I respectfully disagree with you because I feel___________________________________.

I understand __________________ is important to you. On the other hand, ____________________ is important to me. 

I think it was a great point when you said ____________________. I think ____________________.

You said __________________________. Another point to consider is ________________________. 

Work as a class or in partners to complete the “Understanding Viewpoints” sheet. Allow time for students to brainstorm their 

own topics that are important to them and interview classmates, practicing using the prompts above. 

Differentiation



Social Media is Hurting Society
930L
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Opposing Viewpoints Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

Another major concern with social media is that it can put people’s personal 
information at risk. Three billion people use online social media. On average, we spend about 
two hours each day sharing, liking, tweeting, and updating on these platforms. Along with 
the time spent, there is a risk of hackers accessing personal information through these 
platforms. 

More and more people are downloading social media on their devices every day. As of 
2019, 40% of the world had at least one social media account. That’s 2 million more people 
than in 2013. Supporters of social media argue that social media makes connecting easy and 
helps relationships; however, opponents argue that social media makes people depressed and 
leads to cyberbullying. Social media is tearing up society. People on social media have an 
increased chance of being bullied through social media sites. Social media also puts people’s 
personal information at risk.

Some say that social media sites 
strengthen relationships. However, those 
relationships can lead to cyberbullying and even 
outright dangerous interactions. Often the 
"relationships" formed online are not real or 
honest. They are based on an online personality 
that may or may not be real. Further, social 
media can cause people to compare their lives 
to others' lives as seen through the screen. 
What you see is not always what you get.

Those who support social media 
continue to use old information; however, 
more recent research shows that social 
media is hurting society. The lack of face-
to-face communication, time-wasting, and 
very real dangers paint social media in a 
negative light.

Another major concern with social media is that it can put people’s personal 
information at risk. Three billion people use online social media. On average, we spend about 
two hours each day sharing, liking, tweeting, and updating on these platforms. Along with 
the time spent, there is a risk of hackers accessing personal information through these 
platforms. 

than in 2013. Supporters of social media argue that social media makes connecting easy and 
helps relationships; however, opponents argue that social media makes people depressed and 
leads to cyberbullying. Social media is tearing up society. People on social media have an 
increased chance of being bullied through social media sites. Social media also puts people’s 
personal information at risk.

Some say that social media sites 
strengthen relationships. However, those 
relationships can lead to cyberbullying and even 
outright dangerous interactions. Often the 
"relationships" formed online are not real or 
honest. They are based on an online personality 
that may or may not be real. Further, social 
media can cause people to compare their lives 
to others' lives as seen through the screen. 
What you see is not always what you get.

Those who support social media 
continue to use old information; however, 
more recent research shows that social 



940L

©Julie Bochese

Opposing Viewpoints Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

Social media seems to be everywhere. Over 70% of Americans use social networking 
sites like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat. These sites promote increased social 
interaction with friends and families. They also offer access to news and other helpful 
information, quickly and efficiently.

Social media spreads news faster than any other medium available today. Have you 
heard of something going “viral"? That's because when something catches on online, it's hard 
to stop. This means that breaking news, safety alerts, and other important information can 
be quickly and widely shared on social media. Social media sites are a top news source for 
46% of Americans.

Networking sites also help people connect with others. 93% of adults use Facebook to 
connect with family and friends. These sites make it possible for those living far apart to 
stay connected with one another. 81% of teens reported that social media makes them feel 
more connected to the people in their lives. What a valuable tool!

There's really very little to say about social media that's bad. Sure, it may waste time, 
but its value is undeniable. Plus, people love it! So, the next time you open your social media 
apps, think of all the great ways they're helping you!

Social Media Increases Social Interaction

Social media seems to be everywhere. Over 70% of Americans use social networking 
sites like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat. These sites promote increased social 
interaction with friends and families. They also offer access to news and other helpful 
information, quickly and efficiently.

Social media spreads news faster than any other medium available today. Have you 
heard of something going “viral"? That's because when something catches on online, it's hard 
to stop. This means that breaking news, safety alerts, and other important information can 
be quickly and widely shared on social media. Social media sites are a top news source for 
46% of Americans.

Networking sites also help people connect with others. 93% of adults use Facebook to 
connect with family and friends. These sites make it possible for those living far apart to 



1. Why did the author of “Social Media is Hurting Society” write the article?  
a. To scare the audience. 
b. To warn people.
c. To tell a suspenseful story.
d. To entertain the audience. 

2. What does the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction” want you to think? 
a. Social media is good for people.
b. Social media should only be allowed for adults.
c. Social media has little value.
d. Facebook is better for connecting than Snapchat. 

3. Which statement from the text helps the reader understand the author’s point of view?
a. “Three billion people use online social media.”
b. “Some say that social media sites strengthen relationships.”
c. “As of 2019, 40% of the world had at least one social media account”
d. “People on social media have an increased chance of being bullied through social 

media sites.”

4. Which of the following is NOT a fact that the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction” 
uses to support her claim that social media helps people stay connected to the world and one another? 
a. “Plus, people love it!”
b. “Networking sites also help people connect with others.”
c. “Social media sites are a top news source for 46% of Americans.”
d. “These sites promote increased social interaction with friends and families.”

5. Which author do you agree with more, and why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
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uses to support her claim that social media helps people stay connected to the world and one another? 

Opposing Viewpoints Name: ____________________________________________ Date: __________________

To tell a suspenseful story.
To entertain the audience. 

2. What does the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction” want you to think? 
Social media is good for people.
Social media should only be allowed for adults.
Social media has little value.
Facebook is better for connecting than Snapchat. 

3. Which statement from the text helps the reader understand the author’s point of view?
“Three billion people use online social media.”
“Some say that social media sites strengthen relationships.”
“As of 2019, 40% of the world had at least one social media account”
“People on social media have an increased chance of being bullied through social 
media sites.”

4. Which of the following is NOT a fact that the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction” 
uses to support her claim that social media helps people stay connected to the world and one another? 

“Plus, people love it!”
“Networking sites also help people connect with others.”
“Social media sites are a top news source for 46% of Americans.”
“These sites promote increased social interaction with friends and families.”

5. Which author do you agree with more, and why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which statement from the text helps the reader understand the author’s point of view?

2. What does the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction” want you to think? 

uses to support her claim that social media helps people stay connected to the world and one another? 



Directions: Write a letter to the authors of the articles. Explain your stance on the topic. Be sure to include examples, 
facts, and details about your thoughts, feelings, and beliefs about the topic. Be sure to include some of the following 
prompts in your letter:
• I respectfully disagree with you because I feel___________________________________.
• I understand __________________ is important to you. On the other hand, ____________________ is important to me. 
• I think it was a great point when you said ____________________. I think ____________________.
• You said __________________________. Another point to consider is ________________________. 

My Viewpoint
Opposing Viewpoints Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

Dear ________________________________________,

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I respectfully disagree with you because I feel___________________________________.
I understand __________________ is important to you. On the other hand, ____________________ is important to me. 
I think it was a great point when you said ____________________. I think ____________________.
You said __________________________. Another point to consider is ________________________. 

Dear ________________________________________,

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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