NONFICTION f4™ & 5™ GRADE | OPINIONS

LEXILE

etermining Importance  Name

etter to the auth

bout your thoughts, feelin:

gs,

s Impc

as @ great point when you said
Ancther

Awalnoa

and beliefs

My Viewpoint

f the art

Explain your stance on the

fe about the

pic. Be

disagree with you because I feel

point fo consider is

B
860L

Name

Opposing Viewpolints

The Astros Should Be Punished

In 2017, the Houston Astros impressed the world and became World Series C

"o years later, their legacy is tarnished. In November of 2019, two report

N

Everyone’s Cheating... The Astros Just Got
Caught

Opposing Viewpoints Name Date:

[

The 2017 Astros team at the White House with President Donald Trump, March 20I8.
Yes, the Astros were caught sign-stealing. But the whole thing has been completely blown
out of proportion. Stealing signs in baseball is nothing new. Literdlly all teams try fo do it. And yes,
the Astros were wrong to use electronic means to steal signs, but they certainly aren't the only

team who'’s tried.

As a matter of fact, the team that won the World Series
in 2018 after the Astros, the Red Sox, have been accused of
electronic sign stealing, tool And it isn't just baseball Earlier last
year, the International Olympic Committee banned the entire
country of Russian athletes from competing. This was punishmert
for years of performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs). The New
England Patriots have been cought up in several scanddls where
they were accused of cheating Even a horse who won the Triple
Crown tested positive for PEDs. For some, winning is worth the
risk

Let's face it. Cheating is just part of the game. If
The Commissioner’s Trophy Is awarded
the winning taam of the World Series

everyone’s doing it; that means the playing field is already level
So, give the Astros a break They were just trying fo outsmart

:\their opponente.

eport that explained how the team had cheated during their World Champi

The team installed a camera in the
outfield that was trained on the ¢
the opposing teams. That camer
video feed just outside the Astros' dugout
where team personnel would watch and
decode the catchers! signs. This:is knowrias
sign-stealing, and it's against the rules. Then,
the team would bang on trash cans loudly to
signal fo Astros hitters what type of pite
tho

cluding

0 was coming. They did this all season

m . = s during the World Series
Astros pitcher, Lance McCullers, throws the

bl kg o e Frof fhe 2007 secsecn

Major League Baseball investigated this and found that the Astros were guilty of cheating
ey didt toke away their championship title but were given several major penaltiss. Managsr AJ
B o Conoral Mo Tt o wers = sancied: or Foe 200 sadons o Hial Atros
ner later fired them both. The MLB also took the Astros’ first and second round draft picks for

2019 and 2020 seasons. The team was further fined $5 million. While some think the punishment

harsh, others say it's not enough

Have other teams tried to cheat the system? Probably. But the message here is clear. If you ‘

eat to win, you aren’t really a winner. The Astros should accept any punishment they are
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor

reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

K-I N/A

2-3 420L-820L
4-5 740L-l0I0L
6-8 I85L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Opposing Viewpoints Name: Date:

Eating Meat Hurts the Environment

An opinion is what someone thinks, feels, or believes.
Sometimes people think, feel, or believe different things about topics. This means people have
OppOSmg ViEWpOintS.

While reading, it is important the reader is aware of the author's viewpoint. They need to be

aware of the opposing side as well

Finally, the reader should form their own opinion based on their personal thoughts, feelings,
and beliefs.

Koos are cruel fo animals. The animals suffer Zoos are beneficial fo bath animals and humans.
ause they are kept in small habitats, as opposed Animals who are injured and could not survive in the
eir natural habitat. Many are forced to live in wild are able to be cared for in zoos. Many zoos

ically different climates than they are adapted also have programs to breed endangered species.
any species of animals, such as menkeys are Humans benefit from learning about animals in zoos.
elligent and do not deserve this cruel People visit zoos and can experience animals up
close, which makes them learn fo love and care for

nature.

your viewpoint of Zoos? Back your opinion up with details
at you think, feel, or believe.
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{72 Understanding Viewpoints

Directions: Read each topic. Write two opposing viewpoints a person could have on each topic.
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b Forming Opini
An opinion is what someone BNINK.S, fEELS, OF believes.

Sometimes people think, feel, or believe different things about 1
OPDOSirlg VieWpOiTlT,S.
While reading, it is important the reader is aware of the author

aware of the opposing side as well.

Finally, the reader should form their own opinion based on their
and beliefs.

Zoos are cruel to animals. The animals suffer
because they are kept in small habitats, as opposed
to their natural habitat. Many are forced to live in
drastically different climates than they are adapted
for. Many species of animals, such as monkeys are
very infelligent and do not deserve this cruel
treatment.

Zoos are benef
Animals who are
wild are able to
also have progr:
Humans benefit
People visit zoat
close, which mal
nature

What is your viewpoint of 0os? Back your opir
about what you think, feel, or believe.
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prompts in your letter

I respectfully disagree with you because I feel

I understand is importont to you On the other hand

4
Determining Importance  Name D
________________ s - Uate
. =
My Viewpoint
Directions: Write a letter to the authors of the articles. Explain your stance on the fopic. B sure to include exarmples
facts, and details about your thoughts, feelings, and beliefs about the topic. Be sure to include same of the following

is important fo me
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Everyone’s Cheating... The Astros Just Got
Caught ’
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The 2017 Astros team at the White House with President Donald Trump, March 2018,

Yes, the Astros were caught sign-stealing. But the whole thing has been completely blown
out of proportion. Stealing signs in baseball is nothing new. Literally all teams try fo do it. And yes,
the Astros were wrong fo use electronic means fo steal signs, but they certainly aren't the only
team who’s tried.

As a matter of fact, the team that won the World Series ]‘:"-'l‘;l\'
in 2018 after the Astros, the Red Sox, have been accused of -ﬂ | 11 b
electronic sign stealing, fool And it isn't just baseball Earlier last ‘ f
year, the International Olympic Committee banned the entire
countfry of Russian athletes from competing. This was punishment | P

ML

for years of performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs). The New
England Patriots have been caught up in several scandals where
they were accused of cheating. Even a horse who won the Triple

Crown tested positive for PEDs. For some, winning is worth the

risk.

ERIES CF
mot
Let's face it. Cheating is just part of the game. If
everyone's doing if, that means the playing field is already level The Commissioner's Trophy Is awarded fo

the winning team of the World Series

\ts:, give the Astros a break. They were just trying fo outsmart

[ \{heir opponents
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T think it wes a great point when you said ___ Tk
o elipaldics oo Ancther point to consider is _.________________
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The Astros Should Be Punished

In 2017, the Houston Astros impressed the world and became World Series Champions
‘wo years later, their legacy is tarnished. In November of 2019, two reporters published a

report that explained how the team had cheated during their World Championship Season

The team installed a camera in the
outfield that was trained on the catcher of
the opposing teams. That camera led fo a
video feed just outside the Astros’ dugout,
where team personnel would watch and
decode the catchers’ signs. This is known as
sign-stedling, and it's against the rules. Then,
the team would bang on trash cans loudly to
signal to Astros hitters what type of pitch
was coming. They did this all season, including
during the World Series.

Astros piicher, Lance McCullers, throws the
ball during a game from the 2017 season.
Major League Baseball investigated this and found that the Astros were guilty of cheating
ey didn't take away their championship title but were given several major penalties. Manager AJ.
ich and General Manager Jeff Luhnow were suspended for the 2020 season, and the Astros’
ner later fired them both. The MLB dlso took the Astros’ first and second round draft picks for
2019 and 2020 seasons. The team was further fined $5 million. While some think the punishment
harsh, others say it’s not enough.

Have other teams tried fo cheat the system? Probably. But the message here is clear. If you

eat to win, you aren’t really a winner. The Astros should accept any punishment they are
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Eating Meat Hurts the Environment

People today are eating more meat than ever. It is delicious, but it’s dangerous for
environment. The animals we eat release methane gas when they digest food. This is a
roblem. These gasses are called greenhouse gasses. They build up in the atmosphere
trap heat. This causes the average global temperature to gfse over time. You may have
d of global warming. This is what people mean when the  se that term.

can reduce methane gasses by
meat. Livestock that are raised for
o eat are a major cause of these
he United Nations said that livestock
d I8 percent of global greenhouse gas
sions every year. By reducing the amount
meat we eat, we can help lower

enhouse gasses in the atmosphere.

more likely to raise gree

issions. That's a silly clai

warming. It's the righ ining to do

» environment.

Eating Meat is No Worse than Veggies

shange. Some of these groups blame

‘hat livestock raised for people to eat are

r from the truth

So, before you blame meat, maybe we're

asking the wrong question. Perhaps we should
ask what other ways we could help the

environment.
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[”How to Teaching Forming Opinions

Teaching students to distinguish opposing viewpoints on a topic, then fo determine their own viewpoint is a critical skill. Students
need to be able to look at media and understand that news, articles, and television are often swayed by the creator’s thoughts,
feelings, and beliefs. Students need to be able to recognize these opinions and learn to form their own opinions based on their

personal experiences and values.

Topics
I strongly believe that we should not shy away from controversial, polarizing topics, including current events. Students see what

is going on in the media. It is important we don’t make real topics a taboo and have appropriate discussions about how people

believe different things, and this is a wonderful thing.

Model

The best way to teach this skill is to provide real-life examples of opposing viewpoints. Model reading different newspaper or

article clips with different viewpoints. Have classroom discussions about how students feel about these fopics. Show news media

clips from current events. Have a discussion about the different viewpoints displayed. While using these real-life discussions,
model and show students the importance of respecting different viewpoints and disagreeing respectfully.
Here are some prompts you can use:

* I respectfully disagree with you because I feel

* T understand is important o you. On the other hand, is important to me.
* T think it was a great point when you said I think
*  You said Ancther point to consider is

Work as a class or in partners to complete the “Understanding Viewpoints” sheet. Allow time for students to brainstorm their

own topics that are important to them and interview classmates, practicing using the prompts above.

Differentiation

If students are struggling with this skill, you may need to revisit distinguishing fact from opinion.

Allow more time for class discussions.

Display photographs that show opposing viewpoints. Discuss how people feel differently about the topics.

Use differentiated passages at individual student levels.

©®§:\/OW @‘7 50 .




Opposing Viewpoints Name: Date:
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Social Media is Hurting Society

More and more people are downloading social media on their devices every day. As of
2019, HOZ of the world had at least one social media account. That's 2 million more people
than in 2013. Supporters of social media argue that social media makes connecting easy and
helps relationships; however, opponents argue that social media makes people depressed and
leads to cyberbullying. Social media is tearing up society. People on social media have an
increased chance of being bullied through social media sites. Social media also puts people’s

persondl information at risk.

Some say that social media sites
strengthen relationships. However, those
relationships can lead to cyberbullying and even
outright dangerous interactions. Often the
*relationships” formed online are not real or
honest. They are based on an online persondlity
that may or may not be real. Further, social
media can cause people to compare their lives
to others’ lives as seen through the screen.
What you see is not always what you get.

Another mgjor concern with social media is

information at risk. Three billion people use online social media. On average, we spend about
two hours each day sharing, liking, tweeting, and updating on these platforms. Along with

the time spent, there is a risk of hackers accessing personal information through these

platforms.

Those who support social media
continue to use old information; however,
more recent research shows that social
media is hurting society. The lack of face-
to-face communication, time-wasting, and
very real dangers paint social media in a

negative light.

©@50w T@t%v . :




Opposing Viewpoints Name: Date:
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ocidal Media Increases Social Interaction

Social media seems to be everywhere. Over 70/ of Americans use social networking
sites like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat. These sites promote increased social
interaction with friends and families. They also offer access to news and other helpful

information, quickly and efficiently.

Social media spreads news faster than any other medium available today. Have you
heard of something going “viral”? That's because when something catches on online, it's hard
to stop. This means that breaking news, safety alerts, and other important information can

be quickly and widely shared on social media. Social media sites are a top news source for

Y6/ of Americans.

Networking sites also help pecple connect with others: 943/ of adults use Facebook to
connect with family and friends. These sites make it possible for those living far apart to
stay connected with one another. 8I/ of teens reported that social media makes them feel

more connected to the people in their lives. What a valuable tooll

There’s readlly very little to say about social media that’s bad. Sure, it may waste time,
but its value is undeniable. Plus, people love itl So, the next time you open your social media

apps, think of all the great ways they’re helping youl
. ©Cat\/0w Kj%c 50




IF Opposing Viewpoints Name: Date:

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown

l. Why did the author of “Social Media is Hurting Society” write the article?

a.  To scare the audence. <m [D
b.  To warn people.

¢ Totell a suspenseful story
d To entertain the audience.

2. What does the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction” want you to think?

a  Social meda is good for people < )|
b.  Social media should only be allowed for adults.

c.  Social mediahas little value:

d  Facebooh is better for connecting than Snapchat.

3. Which statement from the text helps the reader understand the author’s point of view?

a. “Three bilion people use online social meda” <m [D

b. “Some say that social meda sites strengthen relationships?”

c. “Asof 201, U0/ of the worldhad at least one social media account”

d  “People on social media have an increased chance of being bullied through social
media sites”

H. Which of the following is NOT a fact that the author of “Social Media Increases Social Interaction”
uses to support her claim that social media helps people stay connected to the world and one ancther?
a. “Plus, peaple love it <ﬂ' [D
b. “Networking sites also help people connect with others”

¢ “Social meda sites are a top news source for Uo7 of Americans”
d  “These sites promote increased social interaction with friends and families”

9. Which author do you agree with.more, and why? <El [D

©Ca&0 @o\cQw




Opposing Viewpoints Name:

My Viewpoint

Directions: Write a letter to the authors of the articles. Explain your stance on the topic. Be sure to include examples,
facts, and details about your thoughts, feelings, and beliefs about the topic. Be sure to include some of the following
prompts in your letter:

* I respectfully disagree with you because I feel

* I understand is important to you. On the other hand, is important to me.

* I think it was a great point when you said I think

*  You said Another point to consider is

Dear




Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

@ D
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Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/

<
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2020, 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is

granted to the original purchaser or licensee fo make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only

available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Using this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is

strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com

for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.
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