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◉ Students can highlight the text for easy comprehension



NONFICTION PASSAGES
Color-coded highlighting 

supports student 
comprehension. In 

Google Slides, students 
can highlight as they 

read!

After reading, 
students 
type their 
answers in 

the text boxes 
using text 
evidence.

Students type their answers
right in the text box.
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This resource also includes THREE 
tests with different Lexile Levels for 
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Color coded 
highlighting can also 

be done on the 
assessments!

Students type their answers right in the text box.
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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 190L-530L

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Tsunamis

Tsunami is a Japanese word that means “harbor wave”. A tsunami is a series of 
waves in a body of water caused by the displacement of a large amount of water. 
Tsunamis usually occur in the ocean, but they can also occur in large lakes. They are caused 
by earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, underwater landslides, or underwater explosions. 

The wavelength of a tsunami is much longer than a regular wave. A tsunami often 
looks like a quickly rising tide. Tsunamis usually occur in a series of waves. They can last 
minutes or hours. Waves can be as high as 100 feet, but they typically are no more than 10 
feet. They can reach speeds of 500 miles per hour. That is as fast as a jet!

800L Explain Scientific Text Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________
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Tsunamis are hard to predict. Sometimes the only sign before a tsunami hits is a 
drawback. A drawback occurs when the shoreline recedes a great deal. People who have 
survived tsunamis ran to higher ground or high floors of buildings during the drawback. 
Scientists have worked hard to develop technology to predict this natural disaster. One of the 
predictors use sensors attached to buoys to monitor the pressure in waters that are 
susceptible to tsunamis. 

A tsunami is a dangerous natural disaster. Scientists are continuing to develop 
technology and systems to predict the devastating effects. 

2004 Tsunami in Thailand

Tsunamis occur only in 
coastal areas. When a tsunami 
reaches shallow water, it slows 
down. As the wave reaches land, 
it grows taller. Tsunamis can be 
incredibly destructive. In 2004, 
the a tsunami in the Indian 
Ocean killed about 230,000 
people in 14 countries. During a 
tsunami, a tall wall of water 
travels at a fast speed. It floods 
nearby coastal areas. This 
causes destruction and 
dangerous debris. 



Explain Scientific Text 

1. What could people learn from this article? (Choose all that apply.)

a. the causes of tsunamis
b. the effects of tsunamis
c. how to prevent tsunamis
d. the effects of tsunamis on animals

2. The chart below shows the causes of tsunamis. Complete the chart.

3. How are tsunamis different from regular waves?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. Read the following sentence from paragraph 3. 

Tsunamis can be incredibly destructive.

Which of the following sentences from the article demonstrate a tsunami’s potential 
destruction? (Choose all that apply.)

a. Tsunamis occur only in coastal areas. 
b. It floods nearby coastal areas. 
c. During a tsunami, a tall wall of water travels at a fast speed. 
d. In 2004, a tsunami in the Indian Ocean killed about 230,000 people in 14 

countries. 

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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Tsunamis underwater 
volcanoes



5. Which sentence best explains why tsunamis are hard to predict?

a. Tsunamis occur in random places.
b. Scientists do not work hard enough to find warning signs. 
c. Sometimes the only sign before a tsunami hits is a drawback.
d. Tsunamis do not occur very frequently, so it is hard to study them.

6. Explain how scientists are working to predict tsunamis. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

7. The chart below lists three facts from the article. 

Which sentence best explains how these facts are related?

a. These facts tell the causes of a tsunami. 
b. These facts tell the effects of a tsunami. 
c. These facts tell the sequence of a tsunami hitting land. 
d. These facts tell scientists how they can prevent future tsunamis. 
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Fact Fact Fact

When a tsunami reaches 
shallow water, it slows 

down. 

As the wave reaches land, 
it grows taller. 

It floods nearby coastal 
areas. 

Explain Scientific Text 
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