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difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th
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Once upon a time in a village there was a little country girl. She was the prettiest 
creature that ever was seen. Her mother and her grandmother loved her. Her 
grandmother made a little red riding-hood for the girl. Everybody called her Little Red 
Riding-hood.

One day her mother said to her, “Go, my dear, and see how your grandmother is. I 
hear she has been very ill. Bring her a custard.”

Little Red Riding-hood set out to go to her grandmother's, who lived in another 
village.

As she was going through the wood, she met a wolf. The wolf wanted to eat her, 
but he dared not. He knew the woodsmen in the forest would hear. He asked her where 
she was going. The poor child, did not know he was dangerous.

“I am going to see my grandmother.”
“Does she live far?" asked the Wolf.

480L
Little Red Riding Hood

Origin: France

“Oh, yes," answered Little 
Red Riding-hood. “It is the first 
house you come to in the woods 
before the village."

“Well," said the Wolf, “I'll 
go and see her, too. I'll go this 
way, and you go that. We shall 
see who will be there first."

The Wolf began to run as 
fast as he could, taking the 
shortest way. The little girl went 
the longest way. She gathered 
nuts, ran after butterflies, and 
collected little flowers. The 
Wolf reached the old woman's 
house. He knocked at the door—
tap, tap, tap.

Compare & Contrast Stories Name: ______________________________________ Date: __________
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“Who's there?" called the grandmother.
“Your grandchild, Little Red Riding-hood," replied the Wolf, imitating her voice. “I 

brought a custard from mamma."
The good grandmother, who was in bed, because she was somewhat ill, cried out,
“Open the door.”
The Wolf opened the door. He ate the old woman up in no time. He then shut the door 

and went into the grandmother's bed. He waited for Little Red Riding-hood, who came 
sometime afterward and knocked at the door—tap, tap, tap.

“Who's there?" called the Wolf.
Little Red Riding-hood heard the voice of the wolf. She thought her grandmother’s voice 

sounded rough because she had a cold. 
“It’s your grandchild, Little Red Riding-hood. I brought you a custard."
The Wolf cried out to her, softening his voice,
“Open the door."
Little Red Riding-hood opened the door. 
The Wolf said to her, hiding himself under the bedclothes,
“Put the custard on the stool, and come see me."
Little Red Riding-hood went to the bed. She was surprised to see how her grandmother 

looked. She said to her,
“Grandmamma, what great arms you have got!"
“The better to hug thee, my dear."
“Grandmamma, what great legs you have got!"
“The better to run, my child."
“Grandmamma, what great ears you have got!"
“The better to hear, my child."
“Grandmamma, what great eyes you have got!"
“The better to see, my child."
“Grandmamma, what great teeth you have got!"
“That is to eat thee up."
And, saying these words, this wicked Wolf ate 

Little Red Riding-hood up. 
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Once upon a time an old goat had seven little kids. She loved them very much. One day 
she went into the forest to fetch some food. She called her seven kids to her. She said, 
“Dear children, I have to go into the forest, be careful of the wolf. If he comes in, he will 
devour you all. He disguises himself. You will know him at once by his rough voice and his 
black feet.” 

The kids said, “Dear mother, we will take good care of ourselves. Don’t worry.”  
Mother bleated, and went on her way with an easy mind.
It was not long before someone knocked at the door.
“Open the door, dear children. Your mother is here. I brought something back with me 

for each of you.”
But the little kids knew that it was the wolf by the rough voice. 
“We will not open the door,” they cried. “You are not our mother. She has a soft, 

pleasant voice, but your voice is rough. You are the wolf!”
The wolf went away to a shopkeeper and bought a great lump of chalk. He ate it and 

made his voice soft. He knocked at the door of the house, and called, “Open the door, dear 
children. Your mother is here. I brought something back with for each of you.”

But the wolf had put his black paws against the window. The children saw them and 
cried, “We will not open the door, our mother does not have black feet like you. You are the 
wolf!”

The wolf ran to a baker and said, “I have hurt my feet, rub some dough over them 
for me.”

Now the wolf went for the third time to the kids’ house. He knocked at it and said, 
“Open the door, dear children. Your mother is here. I brought something back with for each 
of you.”

The little kids cried, “First show us your paws so we may know if you are our dear 
mother.” 

He put his paws in through the window. When the kids saw that they were white, 
they believed he was their mother. They opened the door. Who should come in but the wolf! 
They were terrified and tried to hide. But the wolf found them. One after the other he 
swallowed them whole. The youngest was the only one he did not find. 

530L
The Wolf and the Seven Little Kids

Origin: England

Compare & Contrast Stories Name: ______________________________________ Date: __________
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“What rumbles and tumbles
Against my poor bones?
I thought ‘twas six kids,
But it feels like big stones.”
When he got to the well and stooped over the water to drink, the heavy stones made 

him fall in. When the seven kids saw, they cried aloud, “The wolf is gone! The wolf is gone!” 
They danced for joy around the well with their mother.

The wolf was full. He laid down under a tree in the green meadow outside and fell 
asleep. 

Soon afterwards, the old goat came home. What a sight she saw! The house-door 
was wide open. The table and chairs were thrown down. She looked for her children, but 
they were nowhere to be found. 

At last, a soft voice cried, “Dear mother, I am here.” The kid came out and told her 
that the wolf had come and had eaten all the others. The mother wept over her poor 
children.

She went out with her youngest kid. When they came to the meadow, they saw the 
wolf snoring. She looked at him and saw something moving in his belly. 

“Is it possible that my children can be still alive?” 

The goat opened the wolf’s stomach. All 
six kids sprang out one after another.  They 
were all still alive. They embraced their dear 
mother. 

The mother said, “Now go and look for 
some big stones. We will fill the wicked beast’s 
stomach with them while he is still asleep.” They 
put as many stones into his stomach as they 
could get in. The mother sewed him up.

The wolf woke up later. The stones in his 
stomach made him very thirsty. He went to a 
well to drink. When he began to walk and to 
move about, the stones in his stomach knocked 
against each other and rattled. Then he cried,
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