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Team Effort

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Jacob threw his arms up in 
victory and ran around the court. He 
had scored another three-point shot. 
As the buzzer rang to signal the end 
of the game, his teammates cheered 
him on and chanted his name. They 
had won and were the only 
undefeated team in the league. 
However, it was no surprise. Jacob 
was one of the best basketball 
players in his age group. He could 
shoot, defend, and never missed a 
free throw. Every year, coaches 
argued over who would get him on 
their team. The other boys also 
wished to get on the team Jacob was 
on. If you did, you had a good chance 
of never losing a game. The coach
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gathered the boys around and presented the MVP medal to Jacob. Jacob thanked the coach and 
proudly draped the medal around his neck. 

Luther had been on Jacob’s team for the past three years. At first, he enjoyed always 
being on the winning team. However, he was starting to get tired of Jacob always getting the 
recognition. He felt that he and none of the other boys ever got rewarded for their efforts. 
After the game that day, he mentioned it in front of Jacob. He talked about the assist that 
Nate had made and the steal that Jax got, but Jacob did not seem interested. He told Luther 
that the team would be nothing without him.

At practice the following day, Luther told the others about his conversation with Jacob. 
The news made them upset. They all agreed that Jacob was a great player, but it was 
discouraging that he felt he could do it all alone. They all decided that until he recognized their 
accomplishments, they would not support him on the court. 
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It was game day, and Jacob quickly became frustrated with his teammates. They would 
not pass him the ball or block the other team as he moved down the court. The other team kept 
stealing the ball from him, and Jacob could never get close enough to the basket to score. The 
only points their team had so far were from other players, and they were down by 12 points. 
Jacob was not used to losing and in his hurry to score, he kept making errors. He caused their 
team to overturn the ball several times. In the end, they came out on the bottom. For the first 
time, Jacob did not leave the court with a celebration or a trophy. He blamed his teammates. 
Luther and the others did not want to lose, but they did not want to play with a show-off 
either. 

any awards or recognition for his hard work. He understood why they had given up on him. 
Everyone had strengths and they used them to help each other be great on the court.

When practice was over, Jacob asked to speak to the group. He apologized for not 
appreciating all the dedication everyone had given. He told them that without each of them, he 
would not be able to play well. The boys all shook hands and hugged, promising not to take each 
other for granted again. With the team reunited again, they got back to their winning streak. 
However, the next trophy they won was given to the whole team because they could not 
choose a player they thought outshined the others. 

At practice, Jacob noticed 
that the other boys would not 
interact with him. He sat on the 
sidelines and watched them. They 
were having fun, but they were also 
playing hard. Jax made several 
layups, Nate had really good hand 
skills, and Luther was a great 
defender. He saw that they treated 
each other like a team and realized 
that he had not been a good team 
player. Jacob thought about how he 
would feel if he had never gotten
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wished to get on his team to be winners. The coach gave the MVP medal to Jacob. Jacob 
thanked the coach and put the medal around his neck.

Luther had been on Jacob’s team for three years. He enjoyed being on the winning 
team. However, he was starting to get tired of Jacob always getting the awards. He felt 
that none of the other boys ever got awards. He said something in front of Jacob. He 
talked about the help Nate gave him and the steal that Jax got. Jacob did not care. He 
said the team would lose without him.

Luther told the others what Jacob had said. It made them upset. They thought 
Jacob was a great player, but it hurt that he thought he could do it all alone. They 
decided they would not help him on the court anymore. 

Jacob threw his 
arms up and ran around 
the court. He had scored 
another three-point shot. 
The buzzer rang to signal 
the end of the game and 
his teammates cheered him 
on. They were the only 
undefeated team in the 
league. This was no 
surprise. Jacob was one of 
the best basketball players. 
He could shoot, defend, and 
never missed a free throw. 
Coaches argued over who 
would get him on their 
team. The other boys also
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On game day, Jacob quickly became upset with his teammates. They would not pass 
him the ball or block the other team to help him. The other team kept stealing the ball 
from him. Jacob could not get close enough to the basket to score. The only points their 
team had so far were from other players. They were down by 12 points. Jacob was not 
used to losing and making mistakes. Their team lost the ball several times. In the end, they 
lost. For the first time, Jacob did not leave the court with a celebration. He said it was his 
teammate’s fault. Luther and the others did not want to lose, but they did not want to 
play with a show-off.

Jacob asked to speak to the team. He said he was sorry for not appreciating them. 
He told them that without them, he would not be a good player. The boys all shook hands 
and hugged. They promised to always help each other. With the team together again, they 
got back to winning games. The next award they won was given to the whole team. They 
could not choose a player they thought was better than the others. 

Jacob noticed that the other 
boys ignored him at practice. He sat 
and watched them. They were 
having fun, but they were also 
practicing. Jax made several layups, 
Nate had really good dribbling, and 
Luther was a great defender. He 
saw that they treated each other 
like a team and realized that he had 
not been a good team player. Jacob 
thought about how he would feel if 
he had never gotten any awards 
for his hard work. He understood 
why they had given up on him. 
Everyone was a good player and 
they helped each other be great on 
the court. 
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Jacob scored another shot. His team 
cheered him on. They had not lost a game. Jacob 
was one of the best. He could do it all. Coaches 
wanted him on their team. Boys also wanted to be 
on his team. They wanted to win. The coach gave 
the medal to Jacob. Jacob put the medal around 
his neck. 

Luther played on Jacob’s team. He liked 
being on the winning team. He was sad that he

never won awards. He was sad that only Jacob got awards. He told Jacob that the team 
helped him win. Jacob did not care. He said the team would lose without him.

Luther told the others what Jacob had said. It made them upset. They thought Jacob 
was a great player. They were sad he did not need them. They said they would not help him 
on the court anymore. 

On game day, Jacob got upset. They would not pass him the ball. They would not help 
him. The other team got the ball. Jacob could not score. They were losing by 12 points. Jacob 
did not like to lose. Their team made mistakes. They lost the game. Jacob did not get an 
award. He was mad at his team. 

Jacob watched the team at practice. They were having fun. He saw that they were 
good players. They played like a team. Jacob had not been a team player. He thought about 
how he would feel if he were them. He felt sad about how he acted. They were all good 
players. They helped each other. They worked together.

Jacob said he was sorry. He said he needed them. The boys all shook hands. They said 
they would always help each other. The team was back together. They started winning games 
again. The next award they won was given to everyone. No player was better than the others.
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1. Who is Jacob?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. 
Part A
What is the setting? 
a. Luther’s house
b. Classroom
c. Basketball gym
d. Jacob’s bedroom

Part B
Why is the setting of the story important to the plot?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the problem?
a. Jacob does not have any friends. 
b. Luther does not like playing basketball.
c. The basketball team is not winning any games. 
d. Jacob does not appreciate his teammates and they do not want to help him.

4. How does Jacob feel at the beginning of the story when Luther tells him his team helps him win?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ Date: _______________________

Directions: Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated by the 
crayon.  
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5. Why does the team stop helping Jacob?
a. They do not want Jacob to win any more awards.  
b. Jacob said he was quitting the team.  
c. Jacob said the team would lose without him. 
d. They do not like Jacob anymore. 

6. What motivates Jacob to solve the problem?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How has Jacob changed from the beginning to the end?

a. In the beginning, Jacob won all the awards. In the end, Jacob never wins any awards.  
b. In the beginning, Jacob thought he was the reason the team won. In the end, Jacob realizes it is a 

team effort.  
c. In the beginning, Jacob did not give any effort. In the end, Jacob starts to give more effort. 
d. In the beginning, Jacob has no friends. In the end, Jacob is the best player and friend on the 

team.

8. What is the lesson Jacob learns? Use text evidence to support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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