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Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th
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monitor reading growth. 
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Teen Driver Madness

©Julie Bochese

Author’s Purpose Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1180L

1. If you’re a teenager, nothing in life is as liberating as getting 
your driver license. The moment marks a turning point in a young adult’s 
life when an escort is no longer necessary. The feeling of flying solo down 
the highways and byways of America is the first taste of pure freedom 
that many young adults get to experience. As exciting as this moment can 
be, teen drivers pose a real threat to the safety of themselves and others. 
In fact, teen drivers are subject to many risk factors that contribute to 
accidents. Teen drivers are then a serious safety hazard. 
2. You may be saying to yourself, “Teen driving isn’t dangerous.” 
However, you would be very wrong. Motor vehicle crashes are the leading 
cause of death among teens. The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration states that about 35% of teen deaths are due to motor 
vehicle traffic accidents. Traffic accidents are the number one cause of 
death for teens who are of driving age. Sixteen-year-old teens have the 
highest crash rates compared to any other age group, even more than 
elderly drivers.
3. We can all agree that the statistics prove that teen driving is

more dangerous, but why is it so 
dangerous? For starters, those who are 
newly inaugurated to the drivers’ club 
lack experience behind the wheel. 
According to The Motley Fool, the 
average American driver covers over 
13,000 miles of road each year. The auto 
club AAA estimates that Americans 
spend an average of 17,600 minutes 
driving each year. Compared to new 
drivers, the average 36-year-old adult 
has driven well over 250,000 miles and 
for 352,000 minutes (that’s 245 entire 
days!) in their lives. That’s a huge 
difference, and that experience matters 
when it comes to safety. According to 
the National Safety Council, new drivers 
“struggle judging gaps in traffic, driving 
the right speed for conditions, and 
turning safely, among other things.”
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4. You may be 
thinking that drivers must 
start sometime and that 
no matter their age, they 
would still need to gain 
experience to be safer 
drivers. However, teen 
drivers have other 
inherent risk factors 
besides their lack of 
experience. For instance, 
distraction is a major 
factor in accidents 
involving teens. Statistics 
show that teen driver

to react differently. Due to their 
higher risk tolerance and lack of 
experience, teen drivers struggle 
to understand the impacts that 
these conditions can have on 
safety. 
6. Given all of the carnage 
associated with teen driving, it’s 
time that we seriously consider 
raising the minimum driving age to 
21. This would give young drivers 
more time to practice with parents 
or responsible adults in the car, 
increasing their experience without 
exposing them to risks like 
distraction, outright risk-taking, 
and failure to adjust their speeds 
based on driving conditions. 
Removing these risks from our 
roads would make it safer for the 
teen drivers and everyone else 
currently forced to share the road 
with these hazardous motorists.

death rates increase with each 
additional passenger and that 
teen drivers are twice as likely to 
crash when other teens are in 
the car with them. Add 
distractions like cell phones or 
loud music, and you have a toxic 
combination that can lead to 
disaster in an instant.
5. Teens also have a 
higher risk tolerance than older 
drivers, which means that they 
tend to speed more often and at 
higher rates. About 20 percent of 
crashes involving teen drivers 
are due to driving too fast. Many 
of these accidents occur due to 
intentional risk-taking, but they 
are also caused by the drivers’ 
failure to manage speed based 
on road conditions. Wet or icy 
roads can be slippery, and strong 
winds can cause an automobile



Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. What main idea is the author trying to convince readers to agree 
with?

a. Teenage driving is extremely risky.
b. Inexperience is a main contributor to car accidents.
c. Changing the driving age to 21 would make the roads much 

safer.
d. People drive more as they get older.

2. What does the author want to accomplish by writing this text?

a. He or she wants to convince teenage drivers to take driving 
more seriously.

b. He or she wants to convince teenage drivers to be more 
aware of the dangers they pose.

c. He or she wants to convince readers that unsupervised 
teenage driving is too dangerous and shouldn’t be allowed.

d. He or she wants to convince parents to limit their teenagers’ 
driving.

3. Think about how the author’s choice of words influences how 
readers think about the topic. Provide two examples of the author 
using words or phrases that support his or herpoint of view.
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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Author’s Purpose



4. Which of the following facts or examples influence how readers 
think about the topic? (Select all that apply.)

a. “Traffic accidents are the number one cause of death for 
teens who are of driving age.”

b. “…the average American driver covers over 13,000 miles of 
road each year.“

c. “…nothing in life is as liberating as getting your driver 
license.”

d. “About 20 percent of crashes involving teen drivers are due to 
driving too fast.”

5. Do you agree with the author’s position? Provide two reasons why 
you agree or disagree with the author’s central idea. Use text 
evidence to support your answer.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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