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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 190L-530L

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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10 first grade leveled passages 
that increase in difficulty. 
• Engaging graphics and text features

Multiple choice and short 
response questions.
• Requires students to find text 

evidence. 
• Variety of standards
• With and without Common Core 

Standards

Assessment
• 2 reading passages
• same format as practice worksheets













Description
Seahorses are fish. Seahorses look like 

horses. Most fish have scales. Not seahorses! 
They have skin over their bones. Seahorses have 
bent necks. Seahorses have trunks. Seahorses 
have tails. There are 54 kinds of seahorses. 
They can be as small as half an inch. They can 
be as large as 14 inches. Seahorses swim upright. 
They have fins on their tails. They have fins on 
the sides of their heads. Fins help them swim. 
They swim very slowly. Seahorses can 
camouflage. Camouflage hides them from 
animals that eat them. 

Habitat
Seahorses live in shallow water. They live in 

warm water. Seahorses can be found in 
seagrass and coral reefs. 

Diet
Seahorses eat shrimp. Seahorses get close 

to their food and quickly turn their head. They 
use their snout to suck up food. 

The Spectacular Seahorse

The Spiny Seahorse 
attached to coral
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1. How did seahorses get their name?
a. Seahorses have a tail. 
b. Seahorses swim upright. 
c. Seahorses look like horses. 

2. What is the topic of this article?
a. fish
b. horses
c. seahorses

3. How are seahorses different from most other fish? Use two 
examples from the text. 

|||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||
4. Read these sentences from paragraph 1 of the passage. 

Seahorses can camouflage. Camouflage hides them from animals 
that eat them. 

What does the word “camouflage” mean in paragraph 1?

a. eat
b. hide
c. swim
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5. What is the second photograph showing?

a. A seahorse’s tail. 
b. A seahorse in coral.
c. A seahorse in a reef. 

6. Under which heading might you find the fact that seahorses live in more 
than 130 countries?

a. Diet
b. Habitat
c. Description

7. How do seahorses eat their food?

|||||||||||||||||||||||||
|||||||||||||||||||||||||
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