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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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Notre-Dame de Paris
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1. Located on a small island 
along the north bank of the Seine 
in the heart of Paris, France, Notre-
Dame de Paris is a historical 
marvel. More commonly referred to 
simply as Notre-Dame, the 
medieval Catholic cathedral has a 
history as grand as the building 
itself. It is one of France’s most 
celebrated monuments and is a 
true world treasure. 
2. Built in the heart of the 
Middle Ages, Notre-Dame is 
considered to be one of the finest 
examples of French Gothic 
architecture. The building is 
magnificent and has intricate 
details throughout. Flying 
buttresses shoot out of the sides of 
the building and fold down to the 
ground in glorious arches, and the 
two main towers are bold elements 
of the building’s grandeur. Inside 
the building, the ribbed vault 
ceiling spans the entire width of 
the great hall, carrying the 
enormous weight of the stone roof 
to the building’s outer walls. With 
light pouring through the 
cathedral’s many stained-glass 
windows, entering the cathedral 
feels like a trip back in time. The 
building’s three rose windows 
illuminate with colors both bright 
and deep. Back outside, gargoyles 
line the roofline, seeming to ward 
off evil spirits while performing 
their designed function as rain 
spouts. 

Inferences Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1080L

3. The cathedral took over 
100 years to build and was 
completed in several sections. The 
first stone was laid in 1163, but 
construction spanned the lifetime 
of the people involved in the 
planning and building of the 
cathedral. Several innovations in 
style and architectural engineering, 
including the introduction of the 
flying buttress, were also made 
while the cathedral was being 
built. The plans were updated and 
changed several times. The 
building was finally completed in 
1345.
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Inferences Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1080L

4. Notre-Dame is home to many 
exciting items. The cathedral hosts one of 
the world’s largest pipe organs. It contains 
over 8,000 pipes. Originally built in 1403, 
the organ has been rebuilt and restored 
several times. Notre-Dame is also home to 
many religious relics and famous artwork.
5. Approximately 12 million people 
visit Notre-Dame each year, which is more 
than the Eiffel Tower. Unfortunately, the 
cathedral caught fire on April 15, 2019. 
More than 500 firefighters worked to save 
the building and the valuable contents 
inside. In order to save as much of the 
structure and contents as possible, the 
firefighters had to fight the fire from inside 
the building. Hot stones can crack when 
water is poured on them, so they needed to 
cool the stones slowly as they put out the 
flames. The fire was extinguished before 
the building was completely burned. 
Miraculously, the pipe organ and the rose 
windows were not significantly damaged, 
and firefighters were able to remove many 
of the valuable contents from the cathedral; 
however, the ribbed vault ceiling collapsed, 
and much of the structure was damaged.
6. Norte-Dame is a very special 
landmark. The French government is 
working on plans to rebuild the cathedral. 
The work will be very expensive. People will 
need to decide whether to use original 
materials to recreate the building or use 
modern materials with a medieval façade. 
The French government started an 
international fundraiser and has pledged to 
rebuild the cathedral, but the work is 
estimated to take many years. 

The 2019 Fire
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1.Why did building Norte-Dame take so long? Use facts from the text 
to support your answer.
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

2. Why is Norte-Dame a great example of medieval gothic 
architecture? (Choose all that apply.)

a. It incorporates flying buttresses.
b. It has a ribbed vault ceiling.
c. It has one of the largest organs in the world.
d. It has three rose windows.

3. Why is Norte-Dame so important? Use details from the text to 
support your answer.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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4. Read the excerpt from the passage below.

“In order to save as much of the structure and contents as possible, 
the firefighters had to fight the fire from inside the building. Hot 
stones can crack when water is poured on them, so they needed to 
cool the stones slowly as they put out the flames.”

What can you infer could have happened if the firefighters had put 
water on the outside of Notre-Dame while it was burning?

a. The water could have ruined the contents that were not 
already ruined by the fire.

b. The fire could have been extinguished more quickly.
c. The contents could have be saved.
d. The building could have collapsed.

5. The passage states, “People will need to decide whether to use 
original materials to recreate the building or use modern materials 
with a medieval façade.” What can you infer about each of these 
arguments? Be sure to use evidence from the text.
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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cool the stones slowly as they put out the flames.”

What can you infer could have happened if the firefighters had put 
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c. The contents could have be saved.
d. The building could have collapsed.
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original materials to recreate the building or use modern materials 
with a medieval façade.” What can you infer about each of these 
arguments? Be sure to use evidence from the text.
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with a medieval façade.” What can you infer about each of these 



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@magicorelearning.com

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magi
core

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3953640?utm_source=product%20pages&utm_campaign=4th%20and%205th%20Product%20Page
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Reading-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3953599?utm_source=product%20pages&utm_campaign=4th%20and%205th%20Product%20Page
http://www.magicorelearning.com/
http://www.magicorelearning.com/
https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magicore
mailto:Julie@magicorelearning.com
https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/
https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/
https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magicore


Credits

Credits

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AWhiteshark-TGoss1.jpg

By Jon Åslund (http://www.flickr.com/photos/jooon/4344695768/)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AFrituur_fries_frikandel_mayo_curry_ketchup.jpg

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.kevinandamanda.com/fonts/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AWhiteshark-TGoss1.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jooon/4344695768/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AFrituur_fries_frikandel_mayo_curry_ketchup.jpg

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16



