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'ho Was to Blame for the Titanic Disaster?
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board a ship? It's not as strange
as you might think. At the time
of the disaster, cruise ships were
powered by coal - and it took a
lot of coal to power a ship that
size! There were 800 tons of
coal on board the Titanic, and
that coal was on fire before the
ship even set sail.
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Passenger Declares Wreck Due to Carelessness

Adapted from an article on page 8 of the April 26, 1912 issue of the Oregon City Enterprise

1. The Carpathia docked
tonight with 745 survivors of the
wreck of the Titanic. Between
sobs, the survivors told the story
of the disaster. The number of
dead is 1,601. All could have
been saved had there been
sufficient lifeboats on the great
vessel. The company is blamed.
The story of the disaster briefly
told is as follows:

2. The captain had been
warned that the vessel was in the
vicinity of ice fields. In fact, they
had been seen the day before by
the passengers. However, the ship
kept up a steady gait of more
than twenty-two knots an hour.
The sea was smooth at 11 o'clock
Sunday night when most of the
passengers retired. Sometime
later, they were aroused by a loud
crash. Many were thrown from
their beds. It was not necessary
to tell that the giant of the sea
had crashed into an iceberg. She
began sinking at once.

3. C. H. Stengel, one of
those rescued, said that soon
after the ship struck the iceberg,

hundreds of men leapt overboard.
What became of them, no one
knew, although it was believed
that everyone drowned. He said
that the catastrophe was due to
criminal carelessness. The captain
had been warned of the ice fields,
but he kept the ship going at
twenty-twe knots an hour.
Immediately after the crash, the
front end sank, and the rear end
rose high in the air. Women and
children rushed from their berths
and were thrown into the lifeboats
by the trained crew. There were
not even enough skilled men to
man the boats, and many of the
©Qule Backiso
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women were put to work to aid
in rowing away from the sinking
ship.

4. Miss Elizabeth Zonnell,
another survivor, said that the

bottom of the ship was ripped off

by the impact. The band
summoned to the deck played
"Nearer My God to Thee" as the
boat, its human freight, and the

players themselves, went to their

doom.

5. She saw John Jacob
Astor kiss his bride of only a few
months and ask if he could go
with her. She saw a shudder
come over him when told that he
could not, and she saw him later

aiding women and children to get

into other lifeboats. She saw
Major Archibald Butt, President

Taft's aide, take charge of one
section of the boat and direct the
placing of women and children in
the smaller craft. Butt, she was
sure, died a hero to duty.

6. Miss Zonnell said that
immediately after the crash,
huge chunks of ice fell upon the
ship, and many people were
struck by them. The vessel was
doomed, and every person
aboard realized it, but all except
those crushed by the ice would
have escaped had there been
enough lifeboats. Miss Zonnell
said that the wireless operator
stuck to his post, but as she was
leaving, a fight started in his
compartment. He had a life
preserver, and several men were
trying to take it from him. The
result of that fight will never be
known.

i
\

Engraving by Willy Stower: The Sinking of the Titanic
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Who Was to Blame for the Titanic Disaster?

1. Nearly everyone has
heard the story of the Titanic.
The massive, lavish cruise ship
went down in a swirl of icy water
just over a century ago, taking
hundreds of unfortunate
passengers to a watery grave.
Many people believe that this was
the fault of the ship’s captain.
They say that Captain Edward
Smith ignored warnings that the
ship was approaching icebergs
and carelessly drove the Titanic
into danger at high speed. There
is no doubt that the Titanic hit an
iceberg and subsequently sank.
However, was Captain Smith
really the reckless character that
the popular stories make him out
to be? He didn’t live to tell his
story, but several recent theories
have cast doubt on the claim that
the accident was his fault.,

2. One interesting theory is
that the Titanic was speeding
because of a fire on board.
According to Sciencedaily.com, a
professor at Ohio State
University named Robert
Essenhigh has good evidence
that a fire on board the Titanic
caused the ship to crash into an

iceberg and then sink. A fire on
board a ship...it's not as strange
as you might think. At the time
of the disaster, cruise ships were
powered by coal, and it took a
lot of coal to power a ship that
size! There were 800 tons of
coal on board the Titanic, and
that coal was on fire before the
ship even set sail.

3. This coal fire
contributed to the sinking of the
Titanic in two ways. First, it
forced the ship to travel at high
speeds. Essenhigh explains that
coal fires can’t simply be put
out. The only way to deal with a
coal fire on a ship was to keep
shoveling coal into the'engines.
As soon as a smoldering part of
the coal was discovered, it
needed to be shoveled into the
engines before'it could burst
into flames and burn faster. This
method was actually common
practice for dealing with fires on
board steamships. This meant
that Captain Smith could not
slow down the Titanic, even
though he knew the dangers of
speeding through the icy waters
in the dark.
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4, The fire may have
caused a second problem, as
well. Medium.com reports on
research by Senan Malony that
shows that the fire would have
weakened the hull of the Titanic.
After hitting an iceberg, the ship
should have stayed afloat long
enough for another ship to
rescue everyone on board.
However, the intense heat of the
fire made the metal hull very
weak. As a result, the iceberg
caused much more damage than
it should have, and the ship sank
in an astonishing two hours.

5. No matter what caused
the Titanic to sink, the reason it
was such a disaster was the lack
of lifeboats. At the time, there
was no law requiring ships to
carry enough lifeboats for
everyone on board. The
managing director of the cruise
line, Bruce Ismay, believed that
the Titanic was built so.well that
she could never sink. As a result,
he decided that the ship should
carry only 20 lifeboats — enough
for only a third of the passengers
and crew. If there had been
enough boats, it is likely that the
Titanic would not be famous
today for being such a titanic
disaster.

’I‘HE _NEW YORK HERALD.%?_:;“'

THHEE CLNTS,

THE TITANIC SINKS WITH 1,800
ONBOARD; ONLY 6735, MOSTLY
WOMEN AND CHILDREN, SAVED

WOST 1PPILLINE DISISTER I WARIE HISTOAY |
(CCURS WHEN WORLD'S LARGEST STEAM&H\P i

New York Herald Headline Showing the Titanic
Disaster
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. How do the two passages compare in the way that they present
the Titanic disaster? ) [«x=) 1}

a. Passage 1 is more concerned with figuring out the cause of
the disaster than Passage 2.

b. Passage 1 is more focused on the personal stories of human
tragedy than Passage 2.

c. Passage 2 gives a less scientific account than Passage 1.

d. Passage 2 criticizes the captain of the ship more'than Passage
1.

2. How does the portrayal of the Titanic’s speed on the night of the
crash differ in the two passages? N &) |

3. Which of the following statements about the passages discussions
of the iceberg that sank the Titanic is true? < | |

a. Both passages agree.that the Titanic could have avoided
hitting the iceberg.

b. Both passages agree that the iceberg played a huge role in
the sinking of the Titanic.

c. The passages disagree about whether or not the Titanic

actually hit an iceberg.
d. The passages disagree about whether or not anyone realized
there were icebergs in the area.

©Qule KBot.Q%v
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Compare & Contrast
4. How do the two passages present the cruise line’s responsibility for

the Titanic disaster? < P> )]

a. Both Passage 1 and Passage 2 show that the cruise line could
have saved many lives by providing more lifeboats.

b. Both Passage 1 and Passage 2 claim that the cruise line
underestimated the danger of a fire on board.

c. Passage 1 blames only the captain for the disaster, while
Passage 2 blames the captain and the cruise line’s decisions.

d. Passage 1 states that the White Star Line did not train the
crew of the Titanic for emergencies, while Passage 2 states
that the cruise line made a dangerous decision to head out to
sea/with the kitchens on fire.

5. Passage 1 states, “[T]he catastrophe was due to criminal
carelessness. The captain had been warned of the ice fields, but he
kept the ship going at twenty-two knots an hour.® Does Passage 2
support or contradict this statement? Explain your answer.

P
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