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group at the University of Zurich studied megalodon fossils employing a technique 
called optimal linear estimation to determine their age. Their findings, published in 
the journal PLOS ONE, assert that the majority of fossils date back to the middle 
Miocene epoch to the Pliocene epoch (15.9 million to 2.6 million years ago). All 
signs of the creature’s existence ended 2.6 million years ago in the current fossil 
record. For reference, the earliest Homo sapiens ancestors emerged only 2.5 
million years, during the Pleistocene epoch, according to the University of 
California Museum of Paleontology.
3. There is hope for megalodon enthusiasts, however. A very small percentage 
of Zurich’s study data -- 6 out of 10,000 simulations -- showed a 1% chance that 
the animal could still be alive. That chance seems relatively unlikely, and the 
researchers reported in their study that they rejected “popular claims of present-
day survival of C. megalodon.” The fact that the most recent evidence of 
megalodon’s existence is 2.6 million years old has caused scientists to agree that 
megalodons are long gone. 
4. The megalodon was undoubtedly a gigantic creature, but it may not have 
been as big as some claim. Scientists disagree about their size--some, such as the 
Natural History Museum (NHM) in London, say based on the size of their teeth, 
megalodons could have reached up to 60 feet long. Others think that about 80 feet 
long is more likely, according to Encyclopedia Britannica. To compare, today’s great 
white sharks reach up to 20 feet long while the whale shark reaches 32 feet. 

Inferences Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1150L

1. The megalodon, which 
went extinct millions of years 
ago, was the largest shark to 
ever exist. The scientific name, 
Carcharocles megalodon, 
translates to “giant tooth” for 
good reason: Its massive teeth 
are almost three times larger 
than a modern great white 
shark’s. The megalodon’s 
fossilized bones and teeth have 
granted scientists a good 
indication of what the behemoth 
was like before it became 
extinct.
2. Scientists have attempted 
to pinpoint exactly when the 
megalodon went extinct. They 
have found it difficult because 
there is an incomplete fossil 
record. In 2014, a research 
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Inferences Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1150L

stop them from escaping. Then, they would use their 276 serrated teeth to go in 
for the kill. Not only did megalodons have a mouth full of teeth, but their bite force 
was also one to be reckoned with. While humans have a bite force of around 1,317 
newtons, researchers have estimated that the megalodon had a bite force between 
108,514 and 182,201 newtons. 

C. Megalodon tooth5. Like the dinosaurs, megalodons 
gravitated towards warm environments. It 
hunted in the warm, shallow seas that 
covered much of the planet. Megalodon 
teeth have been found on every continent 
barring Antarctica. Megalodon may have 
become extinct when warm seas dried up 
and the ice age began. The shark was 
either starved or frozen to extinction. 
6. Such a large shark certainly had an 
appetite to match. The megalodon was an 
apex predator. It fed on other large marine 
mammals, such as whales and dolphins. 
According to Discovery, it may have even 
eaten other sharks. Researchers believe the 
megalodon would kill its prey by first 
attacking the flipper and tail of mammals to



Answer the following questions. Underline or highlight the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that megalodons were at the 
top of their food chain?

a. “Megalodon teeth have been found on every continent barring Antarctica.”
b. “Not only did megalodons have a mouth full of teeth, but their bite force was also 

one to be reckoned with.”
c. “The fact that the most recent evidence of megalodon’s existence is 2.6 million 

years old has caused scientists to agree that megalodons are long gone.”
d. “It fed on other large marine mammals, such as whales and dolphins.”

2. Based on the article, which statement most strongly supports scientists’ opinion that the 
megalodon no longer exists? 

a. The most recent evidence of megalodon’s existence is 2.6 million years old.
b. 6 out of 10,000 simulations showed a 1% chance that the megalodon still exists.
c. Some scientists believe that the megalodon reached up to 60 feet long while 

others argue that it reached up to 80 feet long.
d. Megalodon had 276 serrated teeth.

3. What evidence supports the claim that megalodon was a gigantic creature? Evaluate 
which piece of evidence is the strongest.
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4. Which of these statements is not supported by the passage? 

a. The large sharks should be alive today based on existing data.
b. Sharks became extinct due to changes in their environment.
c. Megalodons existed before humans did.
d. A megalodon’s bite force is substantially greater than a human’s.

5. Read the statement below, and then answer the question that follows it. 

Megalodons were powerful predators.

Explain how you can tell that the above statement is true. Write a paragraph 
responding to this question. Use at least two details from the passage to support your 
response.
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