
4TH GRADE AFFIXES
Language Skills

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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AFFIXES
Affixes are added to the beginning or end of a word to create a new meaning. 

Prefix Root Suffix
A part added to the beginning. Base A part added to the end.

non-

over-

mis-

de-

under-

bi-

quad-

oct-

geo

photo

meter, metr

-er, -or

-al, -ial

-ness

-ment



©Julie Bochese

PREFIX: NON-
non- means not 

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Directions: Add the prefix non- to each word below. Write the meaning of 
the new words.

1. non + fat = _______________________ ___________________________________________________

2. non + sense = ____________________ ___________________________________________________

3. non + stick = _____________________ ___________________________________________________

4. non + fiction = ___________________ ___________________________________________________

5. non + verbal = ___________________ ___________________________________________________

Directions: Write five complete sentences, each using one new word listed above. 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Select the best answer.

6. Which word does NOT use non- prefix?
a. none
b. nonuse
c. nonfact
d. nonskid

7. Which word most closely means not alive?
a. nonexistent
b. nonliving
c. nonalive
d. nonreal
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SUFFIX: -IAL
-ial means related to or characterized by 

Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Directions: Form an adjective from the base word by adding the suffix -ial. Write the 
meaning of the new word.

Directions: Select the best answer.

Rule:
Nouns ending in ce, drop the e and 

add –ial
Nouns ending in y, drop the y and 

add –ial.

Base: Race + ial = Racial Colony + ial = Colonial

Meaning:
Of, relating to, or a characteristic 

of a human race
Pertaining to a colony or colonies

5. Which word means related to the face?
a. faceal
b. faceial
c. facial
d. facal

6. Which word means relating to money?
a. moneyal
b. bankial
c. financial
d. dollarial

7. Which word means pertaining to a part?
a. partial
b. partal
c. parteal
d. parteial

8. Which word means occurring at the start?
a. startial
b. beginial
c. firstial
d. initial

Base Word New Word New Meaning

1. try _________________________ _______________________________________

2. space _________________________ _______________________________________

3. manager _________________________ _______________________________________

4. memory _________________________ _______________________________________
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960L
Volcano Researchers

Name: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________

Directions: Read the passage. Look for words with affixes. 

Volcanology is a career full of excitement researching some of the world’s most 
complex processes: volcanoes. A special type of geologist called a volcanologist studies 
volcanoes. These researchers hope to discover new information about volcanoes that will 
decrease their risk to humans and the environment.

Volcanologists can also study how the lava from volcanic eruptions deforms the shape of the 
earth.

It might sound scary to explore a volcano, but volcanologists actually do not study 
erupting volcanoes. Instead, volcanologists work on dormant or dead volcanoes. They study 
the volcano to understand how and why volcanoes erupt, how volcanoes have affected history, 
and how they can impact humans and the environment in the future. Volcanologists also make 
predictions about when a volcano will have its next eruption.

If you want to become a volcanologist, you likely find enjoyment in your science and 
mathematics classes. It is also helpful to know a lot about computers. Volcanologists use a 
variety of computer programs to study volcanoes. You might also want to see if there are 
any geology enrichment programs in your area.

Volcanology is a career full of excitement and exploration. But a volcanologist's work is 
also very important. It can protect the lives of humans and the environment for many 
generations. 

There are different areas of study in volcanology. 
One area of study collects and studies the lava, rocks, 
minerals, and gases from volcanoes. Another area 
measures for stillness or movement in the earth using an 
instrument called a seismograph. A seismograph gives the 
user data to make a prediction of future volcanic activity. 



1. Which word from the passage means the act of guessing what will happen? 
a. seismograph
b. data
c. prediction
d. future

2. What is the meaning of the underlined word? “… the lava from volcanic 
eruptions deforms the shape of the earth.”
a. forms a flat shape
b. forms smooth edges
c. changes the form of
d. moves the form away from

3. Why does a volcanologist use a seismograph?
a. to study lava, rocks, minerals, and gases
b. to measure the temperature of the volcano
c. to determine the last time the volcano erupted
d. to make a prediction about the next volcanic eruption

4. Which word below has nearly the same meaning as stillness?
a. calmness
b. agitation
c. relaxation
d. movement

5. List 3 examples the author provides that supports “volcanology is a career 
full of excitement”?

a. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
Affixes: Volcano Researchers
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