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H a lf  P ip e  D r e a m

©Julie Bochese

1. There were tons of people gliding around the pools and standing on the 
decks as Jay stepped into the skate park. The rolling and landing wheels filled the air 
with snaps and rasps as teenagers and some adults zoomed around the pools or 
kickflipped and ollied over ramps and rails. The park was almost brand new, and all 
the surfaces were still fresh and clean even though it had been crowded every day 
since it opened a month ago.
2. Jay’s dad had built him his own ramp last year for his eleventh birthday. 
While he was glad he could practice launching and landing at home, he secretly 
wished his dad had made a quarter pipe. He had been able to practice landing at the 
short stairs outside the library, and could grind on the curb on his street. But if he 
was going to be like the professionals, he needed to practice dropping in before he 
could even think about trying to catch some air on the other side of the half-pipe.
3. He hung by the fence and watched the line of skaters on the stairs 
leading up to the deck of the half-pipe. They all watched as a guy in sunglasses and 
a scruffy beard slid his board out over the edge and balanced with one foot on the 
back and the other over the air. Jay always thought they looked like explorers or 
superheroes when they stood like that before dropping in. The skater slowly leaned 
forward and then went straight down off the eight-foot ramp. Jay’s stomach 
tightened just watching.
4. He looked around the park again. He didn’t see many people his age; in 
fact, he thought he might be the youngest person there. He was happy he had saved 
up for the professional looking helmet and pads, rather than the vibrant, kiddie stuff 
from when he was younger.

Inferences Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1090L

5. He headed for the half-pipe and 
just barely saw the older girl barreling 
towards him in time. Jay jumped back as she 
waved a thanks to him and popped up on a 
curved rail, then carefully continued, 
watching for people doing tricks and waiting 
if someone was heading his way.
6. When he finally got to the half-
pipe, the line had wound its way off the 
steps and onto the asphalt. A large, loud 
group of teenagers were joking and laughing 
amongst themselves towards the end of it, 
and he wasn’t sure if they were in line or 
not, but he didn’t want to interrupt them, or 
even really draw their attention. He was 
carefully watching how everyone at the top 
balanced themselves as they tipped over the 
edge, and he tried to subtly mirror their 
movements while waiting on the ground. 
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Inferences Name: _______________________ Date: ______________1090L

7. A gap formed in the line ahead of the group of teenagers. Jay eyed them 
as they stood in their huddle, uncertain if they were going to advance.
8. A man with some grey in his hair and stubble came off the ramp and 
headed back towards the line. “Are you all waiting to go up?” he asked the teens, 
who shook their heads and waved the man towards the stairs.
9. “Hold up,” said one of the girls, who had pink and purple streaks in her 
hair that matched her helmet. “I think this kid wanted to go up.”
10. Everyone turned to look at him, and Jay suddenly felt incredibly small and 
young.
11. “You wanna ride the half-pipe, little dude?” the older man asked. Jay 
nodded, trying to gulp past the knot in his throat that suddenly restricted his voice, 
and the man suddenly beamed a big grin that creased his bronzed face. “Alright! Get 
on up there.” Jay froze for only a moment before he darted up to the highest empty 
step. The man nodded to the high schoolers and stood at the bottom of the stairs, 
watching the other skaters drop in and roll back and forth through the half-pipe.
12. Once he got to the top, Jay felt a lot higher up than he had expected. He 
was determined, however, and he carefully placed his board like he had seen the 
others do. He took a deep breath and lightly put his front foot out over the edge. He 
leaned forward a bit, then back as the board slipped a little beneath him.
headed back for the stairs.

13. “Just lean in, bend your 
knees, and commit, little dude,” the 
old skater said behind him. Jay 
looked back as the man smiled at 
him. Jay smiled back, noticing that 
the teenagers had joined the line, 
and a few of them cheered and 
pumped their fists in the air.
14. Jay turned back and 
leaned forward, following the man’s 
advice. His wheels hit the ramp and 
he headed straight down, then 
coasted down the ramp and up the 
other side. Jay bent his knees and 
slowed down before he got to the top 
of the other side, managing to turn 
his body and control his way back 
down, then hopped off the board as 
it reached the bottom.
15. At the top of the deck, the 
older skater and the teenagers were 
clapping and cheering. Jay beamed 
up at them, grabbed his board, and 
headed back for the stairs.
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. Why does Jay want to go to the skate park?

a. His parents won’t let him practice skating without 
professional help.

b. He wants to meet his older friends who have gone there for 
months.

c. His favorite professional skater recorded a lot of videos there.
d. He wants to practice a move that he can’t do anywhere else.

2. What does Jay think about the skaters practicing on the half-pipe?

a. They look like brave adventurers as they prepare to go down.
b. They are loud and annoying as they slam their boards on the 

ramp.
c. They take too long to go up the stairs and get done with their 

tricks.
d. They act like they know everything and give way too much 

advice.

3. How does Jay feel about being the youngest person at the 
skatepark? Cite evidence.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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Inferences

His parents won’t let him practice skating without 
professional help.

b. He wants to meet his older friends who have gone there for 
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c. His favorite professional skater recorded a lot of videos there.
d. He wants to practice a move that he can’t do anywhere else.
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b. They are loud and annoying as they slam their boards on the 

ramp.
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tricks.
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skatepark? Cite evidence.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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They look like brave adventurers as they prepare to go down.

3. How does Jay feel about being the youngest person at the 



4. How do the teenagers treat Jay while he is standing in line?

a. They ignore him when he asks if they are waiting to go up.
b. They tease him for not knowing how to drop-in to the half-

pipe.
c. They let him go in front of them when he said he wanted to 

try.
d. They show him how to do what the other skaters are doing.

5. What do the other skaters think about Jay after his first try on the 
half-pipe. Cite evidence.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

©Julie Bochese
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Inferences
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