
4th Grade

READING BENCHMARK
ASSESSMENTS

Benchmark #1: Beginning of Year 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


• 3 Benchmark Assessments for beginning, middle, and end of year
– or initial, middle, and final assessment.

• Separate assessments for literature and informational text.
• Google Forms Versions
• Data Analysis Excel Sheet & Digital Google Sheet

 Each benchmark includes 6 passages with approximately 4 questions per
second grade standard.

 All passages are in the 4th-5th Grade Common Core Text Complexity Band
(420L-820L).

 All passages have certified Lexile® levels.

 Data tracking sheet in Excel and Google Sheets to show student progress
and target areas of focus.



It is important to track student progress. 

To accurately track progress, I recommend administering the assessment at 3 points 
throughout the year with consistent testing conditions. I have split the fiction and nonfiction 
assessments up, so teachers can break testing up into at least two days. 

At the beginning of the year, it is important to assess student’s knowledge to help you make 
informed decisions about instruction. 

How to Use Results
• Determine which students are above, below, or on grade level. 
• Determine general trends for the entire class. What are areas of focus for all students?

During the middle of the year, assessing student growth and areas of weakness helps 
teachers implement appropriate instruction and interventions. 

How to Use Results
• Track student progress by comparing results to the beginning of the year. 
• Determine which standards need to be retaught to the whole class, in small groups, or 

individually.
• Target students for interventions

At the end of the year, assess students to track student growth over the year. This serves as 
a tool for teachers to show student improvement and also tells teachers if students are 
performing at grade level expectations. 

How to Use Results
• Track student progress by comparing results to the beginning and middle of the year. 
• Determine if students are performing at grade level. 
• Develop goals with students and parents



The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


Google Virtual versions

Use the provided links to make 
copies of these resources to 
your own Google Drive. Then 

you can share the Google 
Forms with your students and 

automatically collect and 
analyze their answers using 
the Google Forms version of 
the Assessment Data Form.
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Morning Ride 930L

“Duc, stop squirming! You’ll make me crash!” Duc reluctantly sat back on the scooter, but he 
continued to turn his head from side to side. There was so much to see! The busy streets of Saigon 
flashed by on either side of them as they roared around the corner towards Duc’s new school. Duc 
tugged impatiently at his mask. He knew he needed it to stop the dust particles in the air from entering 
his lungs as they drove. Still, he could barely see over it. 

He smiled as he glimpsed a fruit seller holding a wide basket filled with sliced mangos, pineapples, 
jackfruit, and durian. A little girl stood beside her, and she waved at Duc as they zoomed past. Duc 
waved back and his mother gasped, pulling at his arm and scolding him under her breath. 

A block later, he saw a cluster of outdoor stalls selling pho, a traditional Vietnamese noodle soup. 
A large dog chased a cat through the stalls and into the street. A man holding a large pile of bamboo 
sideways on his scooter swerved to avoid the animal. 

He wished his mother would stop harping on and on about the risks. It really wasn’t that 
dangerous. Sure, there were always lots of scooters on the road, all zooming along at a fast pace, but 
most of the people driving them had been doing it their whole lives. They knew to slow down and move 
out of the way when a pedestrian was crossing the road, and it could happen anytime, anywhere. They 
knew to keep a small distance between their vehicle and others at all times. Duc’s mother had grown up 
in Saigon, but he supposed she was a little bit out of practice after all these years. 

Duc let out a sigh of disappointment when they eventually pulled up to the entrance of the 
school, but then he smiled as he waved goodbye to his mother. He couldn’t wait for the ride home later!

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

“Duc, stop squirming! You’ll make me crash!” Duc reluctantly sat back on the scooter, but he “Duc, stop squirming! You’ll make me crash!” Duc reluctantly sat back on the scooter, but he 
continued to turn his head from side to side. There was so much to see! The busy streets of Saigon 
flashed by on either side of them as they roared around the corner towards Duc’s new school. Duc 
tugged impatiently at his mask. He knew he needed it to stop the dust particles in the air from entering 
his lungs as they drove. Still, he could barely see over it. 

He smiled as he glimpsed a fruit seller holding a wide basket filled with sliced mangos, pineapples, 
jackfruit, and durian. A little girl stood beside her, and she waved at Duc as they zoomed past. Duc 
waved back and his mother gasped, pulling at his arm and scolding him under her breath. 

A block later, he saw a cluster of outdoor stalls selling pho, a traditional Vietnamese noodle soup. 
A large dog chased a cat through the stalls and into the street. A man holding a large pile of bamboo 
sideways on his scooter swerved to avoid the animal. 

He wished his mother would stop harping on and on about the risks. It really wasn’t that 
dangerous. Sure, there were always lots of scooters on the road, all zooming along at a fast pace, but 
most of the people driving them had been doing it their whole lives. They knew to slow down and move 



Benchmark Assessment: Morning Ride

Answer the following Questions. 

1. Which word is a synonym for “harping”? (RL.4.4)

a. Steering

b. Avoiding 

c. Nagging

d. Panicking 

2. Based on the information in the story, you can infer that… (RL.4.1)

a. Duc was born in Saigon.

b. People don’t use crosswalks in Saigon. 

c. It is hard to brake on a scooter.

d. More people drive cars than use scooters in Saigon.

3. Which two words best describe the setting of the story? (RL.4.3)

a. Crowded and dirty.

b. Active and orderly.  

c. Predictable and interesting.  

d. Messy and peaceful. 

4. Which word best describes Duc’s mother’s feelings in the story? (RL.4.3)

a. Excited.

b. Annoyed.

c. Distracted.

d. Anxious. 
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Avoiding 

Nagging

Panicking 

2. Based on the information in the story, you can infer that… (RL.4.1)

Duc was born in Saigon.

People don’t use crosswalks in Saigon. 

It is hard to brake on a scooter.

More people drive cars than use scooters in Saigon.

3. Which two words best describe the setting of the story? (RL.4.3)

Crowded and dirty.

Active and orderly.  

Predictable and interesting.  

Messy and peaceful. 

4. Which word best describes Duc’s mother’s feelings in the story? (RL.4.3)

Excited.



Benchmark Assessment: Morning Ride

5.  Which of the following themes is explored in the story? (RL.4.2)

a. Money.

b. Safety. 

c. Education.

d. Trust.

6.  How do the descriptions in paragraphs two and three add to the story? (RL.4.5)

a. They help the reader understand a character’s feelings.

b. They help the reader make sense of an important event. 

c. They help the reader visualize the setting. 

d. They help the reader identify the central conflict.

7. Look at the picture. Which paragraph does it connect to the most? (RL.4.7)

a. Paragraph 1.

b. Paragraph 2.

c. Paragraph 3.

d. Paragraph 4.
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Trust.

6.  How do the descriptions in paragraphs two and three add to the story? (RL.4.5)

They help the reader understand a character’s feelings.

They help the reader make sense of an important event. 

They help the reader visualize the setting. 

They help the reader identify the central conflict.

7. Look at the picture. Which paragraph does it connect to the most? (RL.4.7)

Paragraph 1.

Paragraph 2.

Paragraph 3.

Paragraph 4.
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Why Should You Vote?

Voting is an important part of being a citizen, no matter what country you live in. 
Every country has a slightly different system for how votes are placed and calculated. 
Citizens vote to support or oppose proposed laws. They also vote to choose government 
leaders.

Some people do not vote. Some are uninterested in participating because they believe 
their vote will not make a difference. Others live far away from a polling place and lack 
adequate transportation. Still, others find the candidate options to be limited. They may 
choose to withhold their vote rather than pick a leader they don’t support. In the United 
States, citizens over eighteen have to go through a registration process in order to be 
eligible, or qualified to vote. Not everyone goes through this process.

Voting may not seem like a big deal, but it is. If you do not vote, you will not be part 
of an important decision-making process. Failing to vote sends a message to government 
leaders that a country’s citizens don’t care about its laws. 

If a person does vote, they are exercising their freedom and their basic rights as a 
citizen. In the United States, the right to vote was not always given to all adults. African-
American men did not gain the ability to vote until 1869. Women were not allowed to vote until 
1920. A voting citizen can make change happen on a larger scale. So please, don’t reject this 
important right and duty.

850L
Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
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of an important decision-making process. Failing to vote sends a message to government 
leaders that a country’s citizens don’t care about its laws. 

If a person does vote, they are exercising their freedom and their basic rights as a 
citizen. In the United States, the right to vote was not always given to all adults. African
American men did not gain the ability to vote until 1869. Women were not allowed to vote until 
1920. A voting citizen can make change happen on a larger scale. So please, don’t reject this 
important right and duty.



Benchmark Assessment: Why Should You Vote?

Answer the following Questions. 

1. Based on the information in the passage, you can infer that… (RI.4.1)

a. the author is over eighteen.

b. the author thinks that some votes don’t matter.

c. citizens under eighteen are not allowed to vote.

d. the author was alive in 1920.

2. What is the text structure of paragraph three? (RI.4.5)

a. Cause and Effect.

b. Compare and Contrast.

c. Problem and Solution.

d. Chronological.

3. What is a reason why a registered voter might not vote in the next election? (RI.4.8)

a. They didn’t go through the registration process.

b. They are a woman or an African-American.

c. They live far away from a polling place.

d. They are not a citizen of the country they live in.

4. If a person does not vote, (RI.4.3)

a. they will no longer be considered a citizen.

b. they will not have influence over government decisions.

c. they will be fined.

d. a bad leader will gain power.
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citizens under eighteen are not allowed to vote.

the author was alive in 1920.

2. What is the text structure of paragraph three? (RI.4.5)

Cause and Effect.

Compare and Contrast.

Problem and Solution.

Chronological.

3. What is a reason why a registered voter might not vote in the next election? (RI.4.8)

They didn’t go through the registration process.

They are a woman or an African-They are a woman or an African-They are a woman or an African American.

They live far away from a polling place.

They are not a citizen of the country they live in.

4. If a person does not vote, (RI.4.3)

they will no longer be considered a citizen.



Benchmark Assessment: Why Should You Vote?

5. What is another good title for this passage? (RI.4.2)

a. How Can I Register to Vote?

b. Voting in the United States

c. A Responsible Citizen Votes

d. Advantages and Disadvantages to Voting

6. How are the text structures of paragraphs three and four connected? (RI.4.5)

a. Paragraph four gives a possible solution to a problem introduced in paragraph three.

b. Paragraph four contrasts a concept discussed in paragraph three.

c. Paragraph three lists some effects of a cause mentioned in paragraph four.

d. Paragraph three introduces a series of events that are discussed again in paragraph 

four. 

7. What reason does the author give for why someone living far away from a polling place would not vote? 
(RI.4.8)

a. They don’t have time to drive there.

b. They don’t have a way to get there.

c. They are not registered to vote in that area.

d. They don’t think their vote will make a difference.
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A Responsible Citizen Votes

Advantages and Disadvantages to Voting

6. How are the text structures of paragraphs three and four connected? (RI.4.5)

Paragraph four gives a possible solution to a problem introduced in paragraph three.

Paragraph four contrasts a concept discussed in paragraph three.

Paragraph three lists some effects of a cause mentioned in paragraph four.

Paragraph three introduces a series of events that are discussed again in paragraph 

four. 

7. What reason does the author give for why someone living far away from a polling place would not vote? 
(RI.4.8)

They don’t have time to drive there.

They don’t have a way to get there.

They are not registered to vote in that area.

They don’t think their vote will make a difference.
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Looking for more?
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core
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Credits
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