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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure

appropriate rigor and differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.

Text complexity ranges ensure that students are college and career ready by the end of 12

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as

monitor reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Common Core Expectations

K-I N/A

2-3 420L-820L
4-5 740L-I0I0L
6-8 925L-1I85L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Figurative Langua

Would you rather come across a pile of treas
meanings, but each has different

phrase. Treasure connotes value,

ge & Connotation

Figurative Language

Definition
L

Example

Her cat is sweet as sugar.

@ comparison that doesn't use fike or This school i @ zoo,

a8

perzonification

giving human qualities +o something

The skates danced across the ice.
nonhuman

Complete the chart below using your knowledge about figurative language.

Figurative Language

Example
m Her hair is soft as silk
m Grandpa said our room is ke a pigsty, so we're grounded until it's clean,
Y R L e reerer e

My mom's hug is a blanket that comforts me when I'm scared.
m A cat scampered up the tree, causing the elm's leaves to shake and shimmy.
W Jacob is so nice; he's a walking teddy bear

Why do you think an author would compare o hug to a blanket? It
covers her son’s body. However, the author wants us fo know th

|

s not likely that the hug is fuzzy and
at the hug is warm and comforting.

Readers identify which ideas are being compared ang what they have in common. The
dlso consider the feelings that words create fo better understang what the author is
trying to say.
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rhe narrator uses a simile to describe how the river looks in paragraph
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7. Worn rock climbing hai#

Jamie had slowly become accustomed to her room that now felt as
empty as her brain did during her final math test. With her room all packed up,
it was time to pack the other room assianed to her--the attic. Jamie had been

ISOL Word Choice

Name: _________ Date:

An Adventure Awaits

1. Today wasn't the last week of May. It didn’t have that feeling of
sweaty excitement and anticipation of a summer spent with best friends. It
didn’t feel complete, and it definitely didn’t feel rewarding. Jamie didn't sign
any yearbooks or have a class picnic to celebrate the accomplishments of her

v

and her classmates. Rather, Janiiel&ft scHaol that biting- Novernber day-with-a

‘gut-wrenching.feeling in-the pi.of her stomach. She left school knowing that it

would be the last day she walked out of Francis Granger Middle School, leaving
all the memories and hopes she had for the school year behind.

2. Ya know, Jamie thought to herself, this day doesn’t even have to be
this crummy. But not only do I have to leave this school and my friends
forever--I have to go home and pack. Jamig:trudged-home, her backpack a
sack of bricks, as a looming mix of sadness and fear weighed her down.

3. Jamie had lived her entire thirteen years of life in Rochester, New
York. Her mom was a college professor who decided to take a new jobin
Chattanoega, Tennessee. When Jamie’s mom first said the city’s name out
loud, Jamie refused to believe that ridiculous-sounding Chattanooga was a real
place--her mom was obviously pulling a prank on her and her older brother.
But no, no joke. Turns out Chattanooga is a very real place, and her mom was
certainly not joking.

4, The news finally sunk in as moving boxes began to appear and
become full with all the items that had filled the only home that Jamie knew.
Every finished, taped-up box jabbed Jamie, reminding her of the impending
move-out date.
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q30|_ Word Choice Name: Date:

Wheels in the Water

1. Faster, faster, faster! Our ATV raced down the very steep, very
grassy hill--straight down it. We're thirteen-year-old adrenaline-seekers who
just started summer break, and it’s the first weekend at the lake house. Of
course the first thing we had to do was run to the garage, grab the keys, and
hop on the ATVs.

2. We let all that pent-up energy loose on the gas lever, causing
Clayton and I to fly down that hill, the feeling we had been anticipating for
weeks. We were so caught up in it, in fact, that Clayton was either not quite
aware of his surroundings or forgot how to use the brake lever. Either way,
before our eyes and brains had time to process what was happening, we and
the ATV were in the lake. Yes, our ATV--a motorized, wheeled vehicle--and its
driver and passenger were floating in a large body of water.

3. Clayton and I scrambled out of the ATV, climbing the rocky shore to
get back to land. A million and one thoughts raced through my head. Do we
tell our parents? How do we get it out? Can we get it out without telling our
parents? How long do we have before it floats away for good? Or before it
sinks? This thing is heavy; there's no way the two of us are pulling it out
alone.

4. Clayton was the first one to speak. “Let’s use the golf cart,” he
blurted out, matter-of-factly. I didn't have a better solution.

5. “Okay, let’s go,” I
responded. Sounded good to me.
6. We sprinted up the hill,
knowing that every second we
wasted was another second the
ATV was getting deeper into the
lake. Back in the garage, another
set of keys, another set of
wheels. Clayton drove, again. |
sat passenger. This time, not
whooping and yelling to go as
fast as he can. We split out of the
garage, us and the golf cart
making the short trek to the
lake.

©Cau,0w /B&,‘qu



Word Choice Name: Date:
930L

7. Down at the water’s edge, the ATV was absolutely inching its way to
the middle of the lake. We tied some rope to the back of the golf cart, and
Clayton climbed down into the water, wading in knee-high lake water to get to
the ATV so he could tie it to the ATV’s rack. The vehicles tied together, we
hopped back in the golf cart, hoping to use the golf cart’s power to pull the
ATV out of the lake.

8. The problem was the rope wasn’t very long. In order to attach the
golf cart and the ATV, we had to bring the golf cart down to the lake’s steep,
rocky edge. The rocks were big and made for unstable footing. Not stable for
humans or vehicles.

9, So unstable, in fact, that as Clayton hit the golf cart’s gas pedal, the
movement from its wheels pushed the rocks that the golf cart stood on down
into the water. As the rocks splashed down into the water, the golf'cart went
down with them.

10. No, the golf cart didn't go up the embankment. It didn’t make its
way to the grass, and it certainly did not pull the ATV back to dry land. Far
from it. Now, instead of just the ATV's four wheels being in the water, the golf
cart floating on top of Lake Carroll made the wheel count a combined eight.
11. We scrambled out of another vehicle that had found a new home in
the water. Let me tell you, a golf cart and an ATV floating in a lake is quite the
sight. Terrifying because you know you’re about to be in more trouble than
you've ever been in in the history of your life, but it does look pretty funny.

13. Clayton and I looked at

each other, knowing it was time to

get a parent. We didn't even have

time to run up the steps leading

from the dock to the house,

\ because as we turned around to

head up the stairs, Mr. Brunjten,
"—'_51 — ,11* Clayton’s dad, came running down
' ' them with angry, heavy steps.
“Claytoooooon!!!” He hollered, loud
enough to wake whatever fish were
sleeping at the bottom of the lake.
My dad wasn'’t far behind Clayton’s.
We stood there, mortified, waiting
to meet our fate. Maybe we should
have gotten our parents when
there was only one vehicle in the
water.
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Word Choice

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. How does the speaker feel about their weekend at the lake house?
| | ) [sze) J}
a. Itis only fun in the summer.
b. It is home to a lot of wildlife.
c. It couldn’t come soon enough.
d. Itis in the perfectlocation.

2. Which word from the story best describes the story’s mood?

e ))

a. scrambled
b. unstable
c. mortified
d. terrifying

3. In paragraph 7, the narrator says, "Down at the water’s edge, the ATV
was absolutely inching its way to the middle of the [ake.” How does this
personification help describe the situation? Use evidence from the text in

your response. j'ﬁ I /|

ool e |




Word Choice
4. Which group of words from the story best describes the change in

mood? 2 ==) )}

we scrambled out of another vehicle
the rope wasn’t very long

mortified, waiting to meet our fate

it’s the first weekend at the lake house

Q0o

5. What words does the author use in paragraph 11 to invoke a sense
of humor in the story? Use specific examples in your response.

) [scm) )i

i




Poe-|-r~y Word Choice Name: Date:

Two Dreams

On the first page of my dream book

Was a sun that was yours and mine; we shared it.

It shone over both of us,

Highlighting us equally

We both stood shimmering, like the pulsing shimmer of a hummingbird
Basking in the warmth and the glory of success.

Our togetherness propelled us further

Soaring higher than possible for one

An unstoppable team, an unbreakable link.

On the first page of your dream book

Was a sun that was yours; yours alone.

It shone a spotlight on you,

Highlighting your accomplishments and achievements

You stood shimmering, like the sun-tipped waves of a vast ocean
Basking in the warmth and the glory of success.

It covered you

Made you feel whole

Happy to leave behind a friend.

©Q@Ome /b)okQ%a



Word Choice

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the
color indicated.

1. Why did the author use the word highlighting, which can mean “to

spotlight,” in line 4? ) =) )
a. It emphasizes the idea that both people would be recognized for
their work.
b. It suggests that the narrator always wanted to work alone.
c. Itillustrates that both characters had the same aspirations.
d. It shows how hurt the narrator is because he did most of the

work.

2. The speaker uses a metaphor to describe the duo in line 9. Which
statement best explains why the author uses that metaphorj

a0 oo

& =) )i
They are very resilient because they are made of metal.

They are patient despite their circumstances.

They are a pair that is bonded together.

They are ending their partnership because one person wasn’t
working hard enough.

3. Explain how the poet’s choice of words helps create a disappointed
tone. Cite\examples from the text to support your explanation.

S| =zl J

ool e |




Word Choice
4. In line 8, what connotation does the word soaring add to the first

slanar <=

loneliness
. weakness
success

confusion

Q0o

5. What tone does the author’s word choice create in stanza 1? Use

text evidence to support your answer. =) =) i

i
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