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Wheels in the Water

©Julie Bochese

1. Faster, faster, faster! Our ATV raced down the very steep, very 
grassy hill--straight down it. We’re thirteen-year-old adrenaline-seekers who 
just started summer break, and it’s the first weekend at the lake house. Of 
course the first thing we had to do was run to the garage, grab the keys, and 
hop on the ATVs. 
2. We let all that pent-up energy loose on the gas lever, causing 
Clayton and I to fly down that hill, the feeling we had been anticipating for 
weeks. We were so caught up in it, in fact, that Clayton was either not quite 
aware of his surroundings or forgot how to use the brake lever. Either way, 
before our eyes and brains had time to process what was happening, we and 
the ATV were in the lake. Yes, our ATV--a motorized, wheeled vehicle--and its 
driver and passenger were floating in a large body of water. 
3. Clayton and I scrambled out of the ATV, climbing the rocky shore to 
get back to land. A million and one thoughts raced through my head. Do we 
tell our parents? How do we get it out? Can we get it out without telling our 
parents? How long do we have before it floats away for good? Or before it 
sinks? This thing is heavy; there's no way the two of us are pulling it out 
alone. 
4. Clayton was the first one to speak. “Let’s use the golf cart,” he 
blurted out, matter-of-factly. I didn’t have a better solution. 

930L Word Choice Name: _______________________ Date: ______________

5. “Okay, let’s go,” I 
responded. Sounded good to me. 
6. We sprinted up the hill, 
knowing that every second we 
wasted was another second the 
ATV was getting deeper into the 
lake. Back in the garage, another 
set of keys, another set of 
wheels. Clayton drove, again. I 
sat passenger. This time, not 
whooping and yelling to go as 
fast as he can. We split out of the 
garage, us and the golf cart 
making the short trek to the 
lake. 
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7. Down at the water’s edge, the ATV was absolutely inching its way to 
the middle of the lake. We tied some rope to the back of the golf cart, and 
Clayton climbed down into the water, wading in knee-high lake water to get to 
the ATV so he could tie it to the ATV’s rack. The vehicles tied together, we 
hopped back in the golf cart, hoping to use the golf cart’s power to pull the 
ATV out of the lake. 
8. The problem was the rope wasn’t very long. In order to attach the 
golf cart and the ATV, we had to bring the golf cart down to the lake’s steep, 
rocky edge. The rocks were big and made for unstable footing. Not stable for 
humans or vehicles. 
9. So unstable, in fact, that as Clayton hit the golf cart’s gas pedal, the 
movement from its wheels pushed the rocks that the golf cart stood on down 
into the water. As the rocks splashed down into the water, the golf cart went 
down with them. 
10. No, the golf cart didn’t go up the embankment. It didn’t make its 
way to the grass, and it certainly did not pull the ATV back to dry land. Far 
from it. Now, instead of just the ATV’s four wheels being in the water, the golf 
cart floating on top of Lake Carroll made the wheel count a combined eight. 
11. We scrambled out of another vehicle that had found a new home in 
the water. Let me tell you, a golf cart and an ATV floating in a lake is quite the 
sight. Terrifying because you know you’re about to be in more trouble than 
you’ve ever been in in the history of your life, but it does look pretty funny. 

Word Choice Name: _______________________ Date: ______________

13. Clayton and I looked at 
each other, knowing it was time to 
get a parent. We didn’t even have 
time to run up the steps leading 
from the dock to the house, 
because as we turned around to 
head up the stairs, Mr. Brunjten, 
Clayton’s dad, came running down 
them with angry, heavy steps. 
“Claytoooooon!!!” He hollered, loud 
enough to wake whatever fish were 
sleeping at the bottom of the lake. 
My dad wasn’t far behind Clayton’s. 
We stood there, mortified, waiting 
to meet our fate. Maybe we should 
have gotten our parents when 
there was only one vehicle in the 
water.
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. How does the speaker feel about their weekend at the lake house?

a. It is only fun in the summer.
b. It is home to a lot of wildlife.
c. It couldn’t come soon enough.
d. It is in the perfect location.

2. Which word from the story best describes the story’s mood? 

a. scrambled
b. unstable
c. mortified
d. terrifying

3. In paragraph 7, the narrator says, “Down at the water’s edge, the ATV 
was absolutely inching its way to the middle of the lake.” How does this 
personification help describe the situation? Use evidence from the text in 
your response.
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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personification help describe the situation? Use evidence from the text in 

Word Choice
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4. Which group of words from the story best describes the change in 
mood?

a. we scrambled out of another vehicle
b. the rope wasn’t very long
c. mortified, waiting to meet our fate
d. it’s the first weekend at the lake house

5. What words does the author use in paragraph 11 to invoke a sense 
of humor in the story? Use specific examples in your response. 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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Word Choice

c. mortified, waiting to meet our fate
d. it’s the first weekend at the lake house

5. What words does the author use in paragraph 11 to invoke a sense 
of humor in the story? Use specific examples in your response. 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

of humor in the story? Use specific examples in your response. 



Two Dreams

©Julie Bochese

On the first page of my dream book
Was a sun that was yours and mine; we shared it.
It shone over both of us, 
Highlighting us equally
We both stood shimmering, like the pulsing shimmer of a hummingbird
Basking in the warmth and the glory of success.
Our togetherness propelled us further
Soaring higher than possible for one 
An unstoppable team, an unbreakable link.

On the first page of your dream book
Was a sun that was yours; yours alone.
It shone a spotlight on you,
Highlighting your accomplishments and achievements
You stood shimmering, like the sun-tipped waves of a vast ocean
Basking in the warmth and the glory of success.
It covered you
Made you feel whole
Happy to leave behind a friend.

Poetry Word Choice Name: _______________________ Date: ______________

It shone over both of us, 
Highlighting us equally
We both stood shimmering, like the pulsing shimmer of a hummingbird
Basking in the warmth and the glory of success.
Our togetherness propelled us further
Soaring higher than possible for one 
An unstoppable team, an unbreakable link.

On the first page of your dream book
Was a sun that was yours; yours alone.
It shone a spotlight on you,
Highlighting your accomplishments and achievements
You stood shimmering, like the sun-tipped waves of a vast ocean
Basking in the warmth and the glory of success.
It covered you
Made you feel whole
Happy to leave behind a friend.



Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the 
color indicated. 

1. Why did the author use the word highlighting, which can mean “to 
spotlight,” in line 4?

a. It emphasizes the idea that both people would be recognized for 
their work.

b. It suggests that the narrator always wanted to work alone.
c. It illustrates that both characters had the same aspirations.
d. It shows how hurt the narrator is because he did most of the 

work.

2. The speaker uses a metaphor to describe the duo in line 9. Which 
statement best explains why the author uses that metaphor? 

a. They are very resilient because they are made of metal.
b. They are patient despite their circumstances.
c. They are a pair that is bonded together.
d. They are ending their partnership because one person wasn’t 

working hard enough.

3. Explain how the poet’s choice of words helps create a disappointed 
tone. Cite examples from the text to support your explanation. 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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tone. Cite examples from the text to support your explanation. 
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4. In line 8, what connotation does the word soaring add to the first 
stanza? 

a. loneliness
b. weakness
c. success
d. confusion

5. What tone does the author’s word choice create in stanza 1? Use 
text evidence to support your answer.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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Word Choice

c. success
d. confusion

5. What tone does the author’s word choice create in stanza 1? Use 
text evidence to support your answer.

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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