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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Common Core State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Common Core Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore Learning, LLC is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are 
officially measured and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure 
appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 
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The Choice to Sit
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Determining Importance Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

One evening a tired seamstress sat on the bus to head home. She worked long hours at a 
department store, and she was tired. The driver ordered her to move to the back of the bus. She 
refused and was arrested. But why would someone be arrested for sitting on a bus?

Parks on a Montgomery bus on December 21,
1956, the day Montgomery's public
transportation system was legally integrated.

The Booking of Rosa Parks

The year was 1955. The woman’s name was Rosa Parks. 
She was arrested because she was breaking a law. In that 
time, the front ten seats of a bus were for white riders. Mrs. 
Parks was African American. Parks sat in the 11th row. The bus 
driver ordered her to get up because the bus was getting 
crowded with white passengers. Black bus riders were 
supposed to give white riders their seats if the white seats 
ran out.

Rosa Parks didn’t think this was fair. She didn’t think 
that people should be treated differently because of their 
skin color. But what could be done? This was the law. Parks 

Race laws were called segregation, and they 
didn’t just apply to busses. White and black people 
were supposed to have separate bathrooms, water 
fountains, and even schools. They had to sit in separate 
parts of a restaurant. The buildings and sections for 
African Americans were worse than what whites used. 
During the Civil Rights movement, African Americans 
challenged these unfair laws. 

Eventually, these laws were changed. Segregation 
became illegal. One of the major reasons for change 
were people like Rosa Parks who were willing to stand 
up for equality. Sometimes, standing up begins with the 
choice to sit.

broke the laws of the city. She wanted change. Could one person do enough to get these laws 
changed?
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1. What is the main thing the author wants you to learn?
a. Bus riders had to give up their seats if they were African American.
b. Standing up against things that are wrong helps create change. 
c. Following laws is dangerous.
d. African Americans wanted to end segregation.

2. Which of the following details is not important to the main idea of the passage?
a. Rosa Parks was a seamstress.
b. Segregation was unfair.
c. Mrs. Parks was African American.
d. Black bus riders had to give their seats to white riders.

3. Which of the following is the most important detail from the passage?
a. Race laws were called segregation.
b. Rosa Parks didn’t think this was fair.
c. One of the major reasons for change were people like Rosa Parks who willing to 

stand up against segregation.
d. She worked long hours at a department store.

4. Is Rosa Parks being arrested an important event? Why or why not?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Do you think this author was for or against equality? What important details make you think this?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
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Bus riders had to give up their seats if they were African American.

5. Do you think this author was for or against equality? What important details make you think this?

Determining Importance Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

African Americans wanted to end segregation.

2. Which of the following details is not important to the main idea of the passage?
Rosa Parks was a seamstress.
Segregation was unfair.
Mrs. Parks was African American.
Black bus riders had to give their seats to white riders.

3. Which of the following is the most important detail from the passage?
Race laws were called segregation.
Rosa Parks didn’t think this was fair.
One of the major reasons for change were people like Rosa Parks who willing to 
stand up against segregation.
She worked long hours at a department store.

4. Is Rosa Parks being arrested an important event? Why or why not?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Do you think this author was for or against equality? What important details make you think this?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which of the following details is not important to the main idea of the passage?

5. Do you think this author was for or against equality? What important details make you think this?



Directions: Cut out the statements below. Sort them into the appropriate category. 

Important EXTRA

The Choice to Sit
Determining Importance Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________

During the Civil Rights movement, 
African Americans challenged these 
unfair laws. 

She worked long hours at a 
department store, and she was tired. 

Mrs. Parks was African American.

Black bus riders were supposed to 
give white riders their seats if the 
white seats ran out.

Sometimes, standing up begins with 
the choice to sit.

In that time, the front ten seats of a 
bus were for white riders. 

Parks sat in the 11th row. She was arrested because she was 
breaking a law. 

They had to sit in separate parts of 
a restaurant. 

Important EXTRA

During the Civil Rights movement, 
African Americans challenged these 
unfair laws. 

She worked long hours at a 
department store, and she was tired. 

Mrs. Parks was African American.
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