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SOLVING
Visualize the problem Underline key words and 

circle key numbers

Write an equation for 
the second question

Solve the equation Label your answer

Check your work
Do the problem again

Try a new strategy Use manipulatives

Draw a pictureCheck for 
reasonableness

Find and solve the 
first question

Every day Marcus does four math 
problems at school and then two more 

math problems for homework. How 
many math problems does he do in 

five days?

How many math problems does 
Marcus do each day?

Six math problems per day

If Marcus does six problems 
every day, how many math 

problems does he do in five days?

6 x 5 = 30

Two-step story problems
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reasonable?IS MY ANSWER

Does my answer 
make sense?

Did I answer 
the question?

Charlotte baked 72 cookies. She 
ate 18 of them. Then, she baked 
31 more. How many cookies does 

Charlotte have now?

85 cookies

To check if my answer makes sense, I 
am going to round the numbers and see 
if the estimate is close to my answer.

7 0
- 2 0

5 0
+ 3 0

8 0

A reasonable 
answer would be 

close to 80. 
My answer of 85 

is close to 80. 

To check if I answered the question, I 
am going to re-read the word problem.

Charlotte baked 72 cookies. She 
ate 18 of them. Then, she baked 
31 more. How many cookies does 

Charlotte have now?

Yes, I have answered the question
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APPLE PICKING

Michelle and Raymond are picking apples. Michelle picks 18 
apples, and Raymond picks 14 apples. Michelle eats 2 apples. 
How many apples do Michelle and Raymond have now?

MARBLE JAR

Aaron put 15 marbles in his jar on Saturday. On Sunday, he 
put in 35 more. On Monday, he took out 22 marbles. How 
many marbles are left in the jar?
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NAME: __________________________________ DATE: ________________

TWO-STEP WORD PROBLEMS

WHAT’S THE TEMPERATURE?
It was 80 degrees outside this morning. At 4 pm, the temperature has 
increased by 15 degrees. Then, by 10 pm, the temperature has decreased 
by 22 degrees. What is the temperature at 10 pm?

FOLLOW THE PROBLEM-SOLVING STEPS. CHECK THE BOX AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED EACH STEP.

Visualize the 
problem

Underline key words 
and circle key numbers

Find and solve the 
first question

Write an equation for 
the second question

Solve the equation

Use manipulatives

Do the problem again

Label your answer

Check your work

apples? dimes?

books?

Check for reasonableness

inches?

Try a different strategy

Draw a picture
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NAME: __________________________________ DATE: ________________

TWO-STEP WORD PROBLEMS

CHECKING FOR REASONABLENESS
Directions: Greg is solving two-step word problems, and he needs your 
help checking his answers for reasonableness! Use rounding to estimate 
the answer for the following word problems. Then, compare your 
estimate to Greg’s answer. Is Greg’s answer reasonable?

Toby is fishing. His reels out 38 feet of fishing line. He reels his fishing line in 14 
feet. Then, he reels out 21 more feet. How many feet of fishing line does Toby 
have reeled out?

1

Carmen and Henry are reading. Carmen has read 24 pages. Henry has read 15 
pages more than Carmen. How many pages have Carmen and Henry read 
altogether?

2
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Greg’s Answer: 45 feet

Is Greg’s answer reasonable? Yes No

Greg’s Answer: 33 pages

Is Greg’s answer reasonable? Yes No
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