TEXT STRUCTURE IN NONFICTION
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Have you ever looked up at the night sky and wondered why Next time you call a spider an insect, you may want fo think
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COMPARE AN

Comnpare and contrast tells how things are similar and different
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Is the text explaining how things are the
same and how they are different?

Honeybees are similar fo ants because they both live in colonies.
Honeybees differ from ants because honeybees live in hives, whereas

ants live in The ground.
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GUIDED READERS

Printable & Digital

Text Structure

Frogs and Toads
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READING SMALL GROUP PLANS

Students:

Focus Skill: Standard:

- Pre-Reading

Build Schema: What do you think the
prediction?

Example: I think this text will be about frogs

cover.

0 Picture Walk
O Oral Predictions
0O Review vocabulary in glossary. As you rv

NOTES:

TUES.  During Readi

Students read page 2-3 of “Frogs and Toads”

After everyone has read, ask:

L What is this text about? (How fo tell fi
2 What does the author list as the firs’
Students read page Y quietly. As student

I How are frogs and toads similar? (*

2 What is the next difference the ¢
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NONFICTION PASSAGES

Name:

Mae Jemison Color-coded highlighting

Mae Jemison was born on October 17, 1956, As a child, Mae always wanted

to be an astronaut. When Mae was in kindergarten, her teacher asked her what she
wanted to be when she grew up. Mae told her that she wanted to be a scientist. Her Suppo r\ts Stu de nT
teacher responded, “Don‘t you mean a nurse?” Her teacher assumed that because
she was an African-American female, she could not be a scientist. Mae did not let
this stop her. She studied science and nature. Mae also loved dance. . I G I

After high school, Mae went to Stanford University. She was only 16 years old. At Comp re e nSIO n. n oog e
college, Mae studied chemical engineering and Afro-American studies. Mae faced
discrimination studying engineering. Many teachers ignored her and treated her = - =
poorly. Mae was still determined, After college, Mae got her Doctor of Medicine Slldes STUde nTs an hl hll h1
degree. She worked as a doctor for a few years. Meanwhile, Mae built & dance d

studio in her home and produced shows.

In 1983, Mae applied to the astronaut program at : qs They reqd n

NASA. Mae was turned down. Still, Mae did not give up.
She reapplied to NASA in 1987 and was accepted. Mae flew
a space mission on September 12, 1992. She was the first
African-American female to travel in space. Today, Mae is a
teacher at Cornell University. She hopes to get other
minority students involved in science. Mae has also started @ 3 Y R S
her own companies to improve technology. L\ %—m Stiiliire
Answer the following questions. Underine the text evidence in the color indicated ]

620L

1 How are the paragraphs in this passage connected? What clue words helped 3. What did Mae do after college?
you determine this? | [y | |

Mae joined NASA

Mae became a teacher

. Mae built a dance studio
box. Mae went to medical school

Students type their answers right in the text

2 Underlne two sentences that show this connection. Write therf'»-ﬁ’i??—“i ) U Identify three man life events that led to Mae becoming the first African-
| ST L American female in space d))=]))

Students type their answers right in the text box.

After reading,
S'I'u den'l's 5. What dd Mae do while she was a doctor?

type their answers in
the text boxes using S——

She became a teacher

- . Oh led to NASA a f later.
.l.exll. ev I de n Ce. Shi ;f:rptig heic') own cn?msa\::\gse ?L;S\n?p?‘;ve technology

6. What did Mae do after NASA turned her down?




ASSESSMENTS

o) Color coded highlighting can

TEST: Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1706. He had 16 q ISO be do n e o n The

Text Structure Narme:

Date:

TEST: Forest Fires o qssessmen'l's!

Forest fires can be caused by nature or
humans. Ninety percent of forest fires in the United
States are caused by humans. Humans can cause
forest fires by leaving campfires burning. Forest fires k ! o
can also happen when people throw away lit \ g . /Tex’r Struchure
cigarettes in the woods. Some forest fires happen . ) . o5 y
because people start fires on purpose. Ten percent of §& . : 3. What is the main cause of forest fires?
forest fires are caused by nature. Lightning can 3
create forest fires. Also, lava from a volcano can
cause a forest fire.

a8 nature
b.  humans
C
d

Amazingly, a forest fire can have a positive impact.|Fire can help clean the forest
floor. This helps keep the soil healthy and allows trees to grow stronger. When the
forest floor is clean of brush, more shelter is available to forest animals. When the
forest floor is clean, there are less plants. This means that more water can collect in
streams. When these streams are fuller, other types of plants and animals thrive. Fire _ _ _
can help keep populations of certain trees down. This makes room for other species of U What are two positive effects of faorest fires? What are two negative
trees and plants. Some trees depend on fire to release their seeds. Without fire, these effects of forest fires? qm l !
seeds cannot be released, and these trees would become extinct.

Forest fires also have many negative impacts. Forest fires change the
environments in which they occur. They can destroy people’s homes and animals’ Sfudenfs ‘|‘ype ‘|’heir answers Plgh+ in ‘|'he ‘|'ex‘|' bOX.
habitats. Forest fires also pollute the air. This pollution can harm humans.

While wildfire is important for forests, it is also a danger. It is important to
monitor these fires to be sure they are helping, rather than harming, the environment.

lightning
campfires

Answer the following cuestions. Underiine the text evidence in the color indicated
1 How are the paragraphs in this passage connected? What clue words helped
you determine this? dj=))

Students type their answers right in the

text box. 5 What will happen if a forest fire cleans the brush off of the forest floor?
(Choose all that apply) d)-o))

2. Uncerline two sentences that show this connection. Write them below
dl==)) More water can collect in streams.

People’s homes will be destroyed.
Populations of some trees will go down
\ Tl Lo / | The soll stays healthy and causes the trees to grow stronger.

6. What would happen to trees that depend on fire if there were no forest
fires? d)==]}]

AN

This resource also includes THREE tests with
different Lexile Levels for student assessment.
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Text Structure

Mo d butterflies look very similar, bu ere are many
Acths an + I t th ‘
ths
hese look-alike creatures apart. Mo hs are active a
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L " : y. i
iaht whil +terf + d the d Butterf h

ke the orange Monarch butterfly. However, the
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s to t
easy ways To Te

" tiful bright colors
Gy The moth has a very thick body, but a

math has very dull colers.

butterfly has a thin body.

Why did the author most likely write this passage?

A Brown Pelican's beak may be funny ooking, but it is one
amazing tool for catching fishl To start o Brown Pelican searches for
the fish in the water After it sees a fish, the Brown Pelican dives in to
cateh it. Then, the Pelican opens its large bill and scoops up the fish
Finally, the Pelican drains the water out of its throat pouch and

swallows the fish in one giant gulp. Dinner served|

Which word does NOT show how the sentences in this passage are
connected?

Bleal
FiNnally

Nonfiction
Text Structure

Text Structure

Lightning and thunder are both common parts of o storm

but they are very different They have many differences Lightning is

the flash we see when electricity jumps from o cloud, while thunder is

the noise lightning makes Lightning can be very dangerous, but thunder
is not. Another difference is that you will always see the lightning

before you hear the thunder.

How are the ideas in this passage connected?




A 7™ grade boy came up with an amazing inv
Legos! To begin with, Shubham Banerjee was wonderin.
people read and found out about Braille, raised dots 1
impaired use to read. Then, he read that a Braille prin
and decided fo invent a cheaper Braille printer. After 1
to work. It took seven tries before he got the design r

Braille printer, is made from parts of a Lego robot-bu

the fish in the water.
catch it, Then, the Pel
Finally, the Pelican dr
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8. Using a great beginning sentence

b Teling the story backward

C  Sequencing the events

d  Describing how Braille works
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(17.)) Text structure

= Destroying habitats is the biggest reason species become

-

endangered. Species are designed to live in particular habitats and
ecosystems. There are many causes of habitat destruction. One of the
biggest reasons is overhunting. Other causes are pollution and taking
animals out of the wild. The effect of these bad habits is that some

species are becoming endangered. This means they may become

extinct.
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Text Structure

Cause and effect.

Cause and effect

A 7™ grade boy came up with an amazing invention - with

Legos! To begin with, Shubham Banerjee was wondering how blind

people read and found out about Braille, raised dots that the visually

impaired use fo read. Then, he read that a Braille printer costs $2,000,

and decided fo invent a cheaper Braille printer. After that, Shubham got

to work. It took seven tries before he got the design right. “Braige,” a

Braille printer, is made from parts of a Lego robot-building kit.

How does the author connect the parts of Shubham's story?
a  Using a great begnning sentence
b Teling the story backward

¢ Sequencing the events.

d  Descrioing how Brallle works

Nonfiction

A Brown Pelican’s beak may be funny looking, but it is one
amazing tool for catching fishl To start, a Brown Pelican searches for
the fish in the water. After it sees a fish, the Brown Pelican dives in to

catch it. Then, the Pelican opens its large bill and scoops up the fish.

Finally, the Pelican drains the water out of its throat pouch and

swallows the fish in one giant gulp. Dinner served!

Which word does NOT show how the sentences in this passage are
connected?

Finally

Tool

After

Then

Moths and butterflies look very similar, but there are many

easy ways to tell these look-alike creatures apart. Moths are active at

night, while butterflies are active during the day. Butterflies have

beautiful bright colors, like the orange Monarch butterfly. However, the

moth has very dull colors. The moth has a very thick body, but a
butterfly has a thin body.

Why did the author moet likely write this passage?
a  To describe butterfly colors
b To explan the cause of butterfly migration

¢ Tosequence the steps of a caterpillar becoming a ;
putterfly ¢

10 compare and contrast a moth to a butterfly
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