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: & What is Juneteenth?

o

a‘On June (9™, Black communities in the United States come fogether for a celebration \

of their ancestors, history, and freedom. On June 19, 865, enslaved people in Texas

learned they would be free. This came two months after the Civil War ended and

over two years after President Lincoln delivered the Emancipation Proclamation. e, Leqrn qbou'l' 'I'he reason

Juneteenth celebrated the end of slavery in the United States. It became an official
behind Juneteenth.

state holiday in Texas in 1979, Today, Juneteenth is recognized as a federal holiday. /
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VISIT
GALVESTON,

Celebrations Through The Years

Enslaved people celebrated their new freedom after hearing the announcement in 1885.
d | The next year, the first “Jubilee Day” was celebrated. In the early years, celebrations were [
political rallies to give newly freed slaves voting information. Some cities did not allow Black
people fo use public parks. As a result, some Black people pooled their money fo purchase
8 | land to have their celebrations.

By the 1890s Jubilee Day became known as Juneteenth. Segregation and discrimination
got worse in the years up fo and after the new century. This led to less Juneteenth
celebrations.

From 1936 to 193], the Texas State Fair became a place to celebrate the holiday.
Celebrations and parties became more widespread in the early [950s. From 1940 to 1970,
more than five million Black people left Texas and other parts of the South. This spread
L b .I. .l.h Juneteenth celebrations further.

earn abou e In the late 1970s Juneteenth was declared a holiday in Texas. In 202I, Congress passed
The Juneteenth National Independence Day Act and declared Juneteenth a federal holiday.

historic location and
Juneteenth as a

federal holiday.
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Juneteenth Picnic

Let's take a trip : g W O e U
to Galveston, { ; e f &

Texas to learn

about Juneteenth. \ ‘ /), A S C RA B O O K
; ! :

After we visit

each destination,
grab your
souvenir fo bring
1o the picnic! Use
copy (Ctrl+C) and
paste (Ctrl+V) to
bring each item to

the picnic.

Show your progress on your

journey by collecting

) =

photographs at each location.
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CRITICAL
THINKING

Learn about history
through multiple

perspectives.

On Thursday, June 17, 202, President Joe
Biden signed the Juneteenth National Independence
Day Act info law. Juneteenth is now recognized as a
federal holiday. A federal holiday is a date that is
recognized by the United States Government.

Some people have been working to make this
day recognized for decades. One of them is known
as the “Grandmother of Juneteenth”, Opal Lee. Opdl
Lee’s grandmother was enslaved in Louisiana. Opal
said, ‘Il be thinking of my ancestors. I'll be thinking
about my great-great-grandchildren and my
grandchildren and my children.”

Waitch the video of
President Biden signing this
bill into law.




How to Celebrate Juneteenth

These are some ways you can celebrate Juneteenth.

Emancipation

) Day celebration
Read books about Juneteenth. l : o IjQS
Listen fo a specker from the African American culture that works ’
to preserve African American history.
Attend an anti racist demonstration.
Learn about historical events in your area related fo Black people’s

Brainstorm some other ways you could celebrate and honor Juneteenth.
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ENGAGE IN
CROSS
CURRICULAR
ACTIVITES

Reading, social studies,

writing, and critical

thinking




LEARN ABOUT
JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION

The Juneteenth Flag
How to Celebrate
Juneteenth

The Juneteenth Flag

The Juneteenth flag has many symbols. The white star
in the center represents Texas, the Lone Star State,
which was the last state that was emancipated.

The bursting outline of the star represents a nova,
which is a new star. This represents a new beginning
for the African Americans of Galveston and
throughout the land.

The curve across the width of the flag represents a
new horizon, or the opportunities and promise that lay
uheud for‘ Black Americans,

The red, white and blue represents the American flag.

Slaves and their descendants were and are Americans,

Label the symbols in the Juneteenth flag.




Suggested Uses

Assign in Google
Classroom or SeeSaw
Whole Class Activity
Small groups or center
Early Finisher

Incentive or Fun Friday
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Looking for More?

FI”.-‘ Gtamf Sk
(¢ D h, THE! ‘p_},ﬁmr‘* H m-ﬁﬂﬂﬂ

H | Click the picture

to preview!



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Social-Studies-Virtual-Field-Trips-GROWING-BUNDLE-Google-Slides-Digital-Resource-6965844?st=36bbf7761d79360398086701630b4433
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom
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