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NONFICTION PASSAGES

Compare Themes Name:

Hansel and Gretel

Origin: Germany

Long ago, a woodcutter and his two children, a boy named Hansel and a
girl named Gretel, lived in a great forest. After Hansel and Gretel’s mother died,
the woodcutter fell in love with another woman and remarried. The children’s
new stepmother was jealous because the woodcutter gave his children a lot of
attention, and she grew resentful of them.

The family was very poor and had no food to eat. One evening when they
were out of food, the callous stepmother argued that they must take the
children into the forest and abandon them. The woodcutter refused because he
loved his children, but his wife argued with him until he finally agreed.

The next morning, the stepmother gave each of the children a little piece of
bread, and they all set out for the forest.

When they reached the middle of the forest, the stepmother said, “Just sit
here, and when you are tired, you may sleep. We are going into the forest to cut
wood. When we are done, we will come fetch you.”

Hansel and Gretel followed the instructions as they ate their bread and fell
asleep. When they awoke, no one had come for them, so they walked the whole
night and all of the next day, too. They were very hungry and tired, and they
decided to sleep beneath a tree.

Days later, the children came across a little
house that was built of bread and covered with
cakes. The entire house was made of food. The
windows were even made of clear sugar.

When the children began to feast on the
delicious house, they heard a soft voice cry from
the house, ™“Nibble, nibble, gnaw, who is
nibbling at my little house?”

The children answered, “the wind, the wind,
the heaven-born wind,” and went on eating.

Suddenly, as the door opened, a wrinkled face
belonging to an old woman emerged.

The old woman crackled, “Oh, you dear
children. Do come in, and stay with me so that
no harm shall come to you.

The children followed the old woman into her little house, and she fed
.them milk and pancakes with sugar. Afterward, Hansel and Gretel went to
. sleep in two warm beds, thinking that they were in heaven.

After reading, students
type their answers in
the text boxes using
text evidence.

Color-coded highlighting
supports student
comprehension. In Google
Slides, students can
highlight as they read!

E'. * Compare Themes
+ Answer the folowng questions. Underine the text evidence in the color indicated.

L. How are the characters in “Hansel and Gretel” and “The Baba Yaga” similar?

dli=>])

Students type their answers right in the text box.

2 How are the characters in “Hansel and Gretel” and “The Baba Yaga” different?
dic=>])

Gretel is in both stories. Hansel is not in both stories
There is a helpful grandmother in “The Baba Yaga” Hansel and Gretel help
themselves
The animals help Hansel and Gretel The little girl saves herself in “The Baba
Yaga”
There is an evil stepmother in “Hansel and Gretel”. The father is evil in
“The Baba Yaga”

3. How are the settings of “Hansel and Gretel” and “The Baba Yaga” similar?
<M= )
Both stories take place in Russia
Both stories take place in Germary
Both stories take place in the woods.
Both stories take place in small houses

H. Which of the following correctly describes a similarity between “Hansel and Gretel” and

“The Baba Yaga”? (Choose dll that apply.) Q]lD l!

Both stories have candy houses.

Both stories have elements of fantasy.
In both stories, the children escape and are reunted with their fathers
Both stories are about good children who are mistreated by evil
stepmothers.




ASSESSMENTS

—— — Color coded highlighting
TEST: Snarina the Sun can GISO be done on -l-he

Compare Themes Name: Date:

TEST: Ra the Egyptian Sun Go ] assessments!

Origin: Egypt

Before there was land, there was one body of water called Nun. Nun was
powerful and magical. One day, a glittering egg emerged from the sea. The egg
hatched, and Ra was born. Sun spread across his body and gave him power. Ra
created all other living things by speaking their secret names. The sight of the
beauty that Ra witnessed brought him to tears. His tears fell to the earth, and God” and “Snaring the Sun™? dg)o))
humans were born.

Ra is the most important Egyptian God. Ra formed the world and is the Maui threatens the sun, while Ra is the sun

ler of all . He rules th h, sk Id. o _ _ : _ _ ;
Fier Dt il Ersated. He Wles the sardi,Sky il uidevvoild Maui is impatient with the sun, while Rais patient with the sun.

Ra is born each day in the east, and then he sails across the sky in a boat - _ _ _ _
for twelve hours: Many other gods accompany Ra through his journey, including Mauiis trying to make the days longer, while Ra is making the days

Horus, god of the sky, who is his captain. At the end of each day, Ra dies in the shorter.
WESE! Therefore, the west bank of the Nile, where the pyramids are, is the side - The sunis dlive in “Snaring the Sun”, while the sun is not alive in “Ra the
of the dead. As Ra dies, the sun sets below the horizon. Egyptian Sun God”

E'. * Compare Themes

. 5. Which of the following correctly describes a difference between “Ra the Egyptian Sun

6. Both “Ra the Egyptian Sun God” and “Snaring the Sun” explain how day and night came to

At night, Ra travels through the underworld and fights Apep, the snake be. Summarize how the Egyptians and Polynesians explain day and night. <@JJj&z=> )}

demon. By sunrise, Ra has defeated Apep and once more goes on his journey
across the sky. The Egyptians explain day and night

For Egyptians, the sun is a source of life that gives them energy, light, and
warmth. Without the sun, crops could not grow. This is why the god Ra holds
such a significance to the people.

Students type their answers right in the text box.

The Polynesians explain day and night

7. What is the theme of "Ra the Egyptian Sun God"? How is this different from the theme
of “Snaring the Sun”? Q]'DC pink ) l!

This resource dlso includes ONE test with different
Lexile Levels for student assessment.
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Compare & Contrast

Themes and Topics

" Compare Two Stories I

" Compare Two Stories

- Compare Two Stories I

" Compare Two Stories

Compare Two Stories

_——_| |
' Compare Two Stories

l

Compare Two Stories

Compbare Two Stories I '
Compare Two Stories I l

Compare Two Stories I
Compare Two Stories I |

’ Combare Two Stories I

" Compare Two Stories

” Compare Two Stories I
” Compare Two Stories I

[ Compare Two Stories

"The only way I'm going to get that gaming system Is to buy it

Most people at school never realized how expensive it could be to myself," Mario thought.

a baby, but they all wanted to help Mrs. Lamb, their beloved He wasn't the type to give up easily, so the three-hundred-dollar
lan. The parents organized a big festival with a bosket raffle. Each price tag didn't deter him He got busy printing up flyers advertising his
contributed to moke a prize basket o donate Parents, teachers, and services. In summer he mowed lawns, in fall he raked leaves, and in wintar
elped decorate, bake treats, and spread the word In the end, the he shoveled snow It took months, but by the end of January he had
raised more than five thousand dollars. almest encugh fo buy the goming system.

What topic do both of these passages have iIn commen?
a Ppprecation
b Community

Help others

Work hard to eam money

Elz; Compare Two Stories
E IB.; Compare Two Stories

.{ Compare Two Stories

EOF Compare Two Stories

|.7 Comnare Twa Stariae

EZE Compare Two Stories

E;.?E Compare Two Stories
Eu; Combare Twao Stories

5{ Compare Two Stories

EEG; Compare Two Stories
EZ; Compare Two Stories
E 8; Compare Two Stories
E‘IE Compare Two Stories

e
@ Compare Two Stories

The i edemmd bird e tha Fall Factival wme haninninas  Armalin

While standing in line fo leave the playground, Em

Compare Two Stories
Challenge

Write or summarize two short stories that share a con

theme.
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Digital Task Cards

30 Cards
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COMPARE TWO STORIES
BOOM CARDS

Compare Two Stories

Passage 1 Passage 2

“These wings are held together with wax,” Prometheus had warned his brother

]
Daedalus explained to his son, Icarus. “Be careful not  never fo accept a gift from Zeus, king of the gods. | Ck H e r e
to fly too high, or the sun will melt the wax and the When Zeus offered a beautiful woman to marry, I

wings will fall apart.” Epimetheus forgot all about his brother’s advice.

The two donned their wings and began Epimetheus took Pandora’s hand in marriage, along

their escape from the island. Icarus was good at with the mysterious box she carried. One day, out ' o I a

flying, and he enjoyed the sensation. He flew higher of curiosity, Pandora opened the box to see what

and higher, until melted wax began to drip from his was inside. All the world’s evils came out and have

wings. All of a sudden, he fell through the air and plagued man ever since. P | q q ble
crashed info the sea.

©Qulk “Picktse

Which theme do these stories have in common? Pr‘ev iew !

Flying is Obey what you Selfishness is Gifts are not

dangerous. are told. evil. always what

they seem.

Digital & Interactive

Self Grading Multiple-Choice Questions
Includes Audio

You may be eligible for a free trial from Boom Learning. Read here for details: http:/bit.ly/BoomTrial. If you choose not
to stay on a premium account after your free trial, you will still be able to assign all your Boom Cards to as many
students as you see fit using Fast Play pins (which give instant feedback for decks that are self-grading).
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OMPARE TWO STORIES
OOM CARDS

Compare Two Stories

Passage 1 Passage 2

Gleefully, King Midas touched everything in The greedy king insisted on having this
sight, turning chairs and rugs to solid gold with the rare and expensive cloth for his robe. Day after
flick of a finger. The trouble began when the wealthy  day, the swindlers pretended to weave cloth.
king sat down for dinner. He grasped a chicken leg, Everyone, including the king, pretended fo see the
which turned to gold in his hand. He brought a potato cloth because they didn’t want to be seen as
to his mouth using a fork, but it turned to gold when it  unintelligent.
touched his teeth. At last, the day came for the king to

“How will I be able to eat?” he wailed. “If  don his new robe. He stripped down to his
I can't eat, I'll starve and diel” underwear and pretended to slip into the robe.

Then he marched out before the entire kingdom.
©Ca$@’ /B$%v

What is the biggest difference between Passage 1 and Passage 2?

We have to face The things we wish The most important Before you move to
the difficulties in for dont always thing is to be who a new place, you
turn out the way we you are on the should learn all about

life bravely.

expect. inside. it.
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