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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as 
monitor reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to research, “It is 
important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely appropriate. The expectation that 
scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is built into the Standards’ grade-by-
grade text complexity expectations, for example. The general movement, however, should be 
toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing independence both within and across the text 
complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Florida B.E.S.T. Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
Common Core Kingdom, LLC DBA MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. 
These texts are officially measured and approved by Lexile and 
MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and differentiation for students. 



This resource was modified to fit the Florida B.E.S.T reading standards. It includes:

How to Use This Resource
Anchor Charts: These anchor charts should be used to 
introduce the skills. You can make copies for student journals 
and create a large class-sized poster. Teachers should review 
anchor charts with students during each mini lesson. Students 
can refer to journal anchor charts while completing 
independent work.  

Guided Practice: The guided practice pages include various 
book titles for students to color code based on author’s 
purpose. This is a great introductory activity to help students 
solidify their general understanding of the three types of 
author’s purpose. 

Practice Passages: These passages are Lexile leveled and 
include standards-based questions. These are designed to be 
used for guided practice, independent practice, and small 
groups. Please note, all passages will not be used in one unit. I 
provide extra so you can use them for later review. 

Assessment: Two assessment passages are included. Both are 
intended to be used to form a complete assessment; however, 
some teachers choose to use the assessment passages 
separately in order to differentiate assessments. 
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Here is the recommended lesson layout and schedule for this resource: 

Day 1: Introduce the first author’s purpose anchor chart. Discuss how authors write all 
different genres of text for different reasons (PIE), but during this unit, we will be focusing 
on why authors write informational text. Review the three main reasons authors write 
informational text: to answer a question; to describe a concept, object, or idea; or to explain 
how to do something. Introduce the second anchor chart that introduces the process readers 
can go through to determine the author’s purpose for a text. Work as a group to color-code 
the book titles by author’s purpose. This activity should reinforce vocabulary and concepts.  

Day 2: Review the three main types of author’s purpose for informational text. Read one 
“explain” passage together. Discuss the author’s purpose and work through the questions 
together. Have students complete another “explain” passage with a partner. 

Day 3: Review the three main types of author’s purpose for informational text. Read one 
“describe” passage together. Discuss the author’s purpose and work through the questions 
together. Have students complete another “describe” passage with a partner. 

Day 4: Review the three main types of author’s purpose for informational text. Read one 
“answer” passage together. Discuss the author’s purpose and work through the questions 
together. Have students complete another “answer” passage with a partner. 

Day 5-6: Assign a variety of passages with various author’s purposes for students to 
complete independently. As students show mastery, assign more complex passages. Continue to 
assess and review work. 

Day 7: By the end of the unit, most of your class should be showing mastery of the passages. 
This is the time to give the assessment. I recommend giving both assessment passages 
together, but you can also separate the passages and use the different levels to differentiate. 

*Follow your students’ lead. These lessons may take more or less time. Do not move on to 
subsequent lessons until your students are showing progress. 
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Tying Your Shoes

Are you sick of always having to ask people to tie your shoes for you? 
Do you trip over your laces as you’re walking? Follow these simple steps to tie 
your own shoes. 

©Julie Bochese

430L
Author’s Purpose Name: _________________________________ Date: __________________

1. First, put your shoes on your 
feet.

2. Next, pull the laces tight. Cross 
one lace over the other. Loop 
the lace on bottom through the 
top of the cross. 

3. Pull the laces tight to form a 
knot. 

4. Then, make a loop with one 
lace, and pinch it close to the 
shoe with your fingers. 

5. After, make another loop with 
the opposite lace, and pinch it 
close to the shoe with your 
other fingers. 

6. Cross both loops to make an X. 
Pull one loop under the other.

7. Last, pull the laces tight. Your 
shoes are tied!
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1. What is this passage all about?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

2. What are three details that support the main topic?

• _________________________________________________________________

    _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________

3. Which of the following details could the author add to their passage to support the main 
point? (Choose all that apply.)

a. Pull your laces tight so they don’t come untied. 
b. There are many different ways to tie your shoes. 
c. Make loops with your laces that look like bunny ears. 
d. If you don’t want your shoes to come untied, double knot them. 

4. What key words help you determine the author’s purpose?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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