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Clues in a text that can help me figure out what a word
means.

Not all words have Context Clues.

Sometimes Context Clues are not clear enough to fully

understand the word meaning.

What are Context Clues?
¢ Look right after the word.

¢ Look in the sentence before the word.

¢ Look in the sentence after the word.

Next...

|.Replace the unknown word with the new word.

2 Ask yourself, “Does the new word make sense?”

What to do if there aren’t
Context Clues.

* Look up the word in a dictionary or online
dictionary

* As a friend or adult
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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® 1o ensure appropriate rigor and

differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurdble attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited fo, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans fo evaluate so a computer measures them.

Florida BES.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity.

Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12t

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as

monitor reading growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Florida B.ES.T. Expectations

K-l N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-10I0L
6-8 q25-1185

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to-research, “It is
important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely appropriate. The expectation that
scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts-is built into the Standards’ grade-by-
grade text complexity expectations, for example. The general movement, however, should be
toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing independence both within and across the text

complexity bands defined in the Standards.”



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom

How 1o Use This Resource

This resource was modified to fit the Florida BES.T reading standards. It includes:

Anchor Charts: These anchor charts should be used to
introduce the skills. You can make copies for student journals
and create a large class-sized poster. Teachers should review
anchor charts with students during each mini lesson. Students
can refer to journal anchor charts while completing

independent work.

Guided Practice: The context clues practice page includes
three examples of context clues. This can be used for

modeling and guided practice.

Practice Passages: These passages are Lexile leveled and
include standards-based questions. These are designed to be
used for guided practice, independent practice, and small
groups. Please note, all passages will not be used in one unit. I

provide extra so you can use them for later review.

Assessment: Two assessment passages are included. Both are
intended fo be used to form a complete assessment; however,
some teachers'choose to use the assessment passages

separately in order o differentiate assessments.

1 Be a Word Detective: )

=
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me figure out what a word means
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« Look right after The
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before the word
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the meaning of the wor

Practige

g' "~ sickbay



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom

How 1o Use This Resource

Here is the recommend lesson layout and schedule for this resource:

Day I: Introduce the context clues anchor chart. Model finding the context clues to define a
word using the context clues practice page. Work with students to complete two examples
together. Emphasize that using context clues is an efficient strategy to define unknown words
while reading; however, not all passages will include context clues. If there are no context

clues, the reader should use another strategy.

Day 2: Select a story in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Make the story and
question set poster size, or project the text and questions. Read the story as a class, and then

work together to answer the questions.

Day 3: Students complete a passage and question set in partners. I recommend choosing a
text in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Always review work as a class or in

groups.

Day Y: Students complete a passage at the low range of the text complexity band

independently. Be sure to review student work. If students did not get answers correct,

ensure you make time to review with students independently or in small groups.

Day 5-6: Continue to assign increasingly more complex passages. Continue to assess and

review work.
Day 7: By the end of the unit, most of your class should be showing mastery of the passages.
This is the time to give the assessment. I recommend giving both assessment passages

together, but you can dlso separate the passages and use the different levels to differentiate.

*Follow your students’ lead These lessons may take more or less time. Do not move on fo

subsequent lessons until your students are showing progress.
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Context Clues Date:

Name:

Janie’s Special Class

Janie was anxious. Today was the first day of speech class. Janie had trouble
pronouncing the letter “s”. Her mom and her teacher told her that speech class would help
her speak clearly. Janie didn't want to go to speech class. She would be pulled out of her
regular classroom. She worried that the other kids would mock her. She thought the kids
who went to special classes weren't smart. What if she missed something important in her
regular class?

The time came and Mrs. Betsy, the speech teacher, came to pick up Janie. Janie
slumped in her seat when she called her name. She quietly followed Mrs. Betsy. She sulked
down the hallway. Mrs. Betsy talked excitedly to Janie.

“D’m so excited to have you in my group, Janiel We are going to have so much fun.”

They went to Mrs. Betsy’s small room down the hall. There were two other kids in
her grade sitting at a table. The walls were covered with bright posters.

“Ben and Jasmine, this is Janie. She will be joining us for speech class from now on.”

“Hi, Janiel” Ben and Jasmine greeted her. “You are going to love speech class. We
always have funl”

Janie felt a little better. She knew Ben and Jasmine from the playground. They were
just like her. No one made fun of them for going to speech class.

Mrs. Betsy pulled out a box with a game. “Today we are going to play “Guess Who?”
As we play, we are going to focus on enunciating our sounds.”

Janie had a blast playing “Guess Who?” with her new friends. Mrs. Betsy stopped
them when they had trouble annunciating sounds and helped them practice.

“Speech class isn’t bad after all,” Janie
thought to herself. “It is actually funl We get
to play games, make friends, and Mrs. Betsy
really helps us with our speech.”

When Janie went back to class, she had
a huge smile on her face. Kids in her class
asked her where she was. Janie told them she
went to speech and played games. The kids

in Janie’s class didn’t tease her. They wished

that they could go to speech class, too. ol B A




Context Clues

nswer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color
indicated

l. Read these sentences from paragraph | of the story: o) l«x=w) })

“Janie was anxious. Today was the first day she would have to go to speech class.”

What does the word “anxious” mean in paragraph I?

a  gloomy

b.  thriled

c.  pleased

d  nervous

2. What is the meaning of the word “pronouncing” in paragraph |? ) =51 )}
a.  addng

b~ saying

C.. writing

d. | readng

3. In paragraph |, the author stated “She worried that the other kids would mock her” to
show that Janie was worried people would: <] /]
a. .~ make fun of her

b.  be jealous of her

C.  be pleasant to her

d  bethoughtful to her

Y. Read this sentence from paragraph 8 of the story: < e )
“As we play, we are going fo focus on enunciating our sounds.”

What does the word “enunciate” mean in paragraph 87

©Ca&‘/0‘“ Ki%o?:@%v .:




Context Clues Name: Date:

The Race for Class President

It seemed like just another normal Friday in Mrs. Wilson’s second-grade

760L

classroom. That is, until Mrs. Wilson made the big announcement.

“Boys and girls, it is time we elect a class president.”

Mrs. Wilson explained that a class president would help solve problems other
students had. He or she would also listen to ideas that classmates had about

activities and events.

“The class president should be a great communicator. The president should
also be someone you can trust,” explained Mrs. Wilson.

The more Mrs. Wilson explained the job of the class president, the more
excited Greta became. She loved to talk with her classmates. She also loved to help
them solve problems. Greta knew she would be perfect for the job.

Mrs. Wilson explained how the students would need to eampaign. They could
campaign by making posters and giving speeches about their goals and ideas as
class president. Greta’s brain swirled with ideas for her campaign.

That afternoon, the lunchroom was swarming with students in Greta’s class
talking about who would run for president. Bella, one of the most popular girls;
planned to run.

Greta’s heart sank with disappointment as she heard the news that Bella
planned to run. She knew she didn't stand a chance against Bella. Everyone loved
Bella, but.Greta wasn’t willing to give up yet.

Greta spent the whole weekend making colorful campaign posters with her
family. She wrote a speech about how hard she would work for her classmates.
When Monday came around, Greta was prepared to go head-to-head with Bella.

When Greta got to school, her heart sank when she saw Bella’s posters. They

were printed posters with computer graphics. They looked so professional next to

Greta’s hand-drawn posters. Bella delivered her speech to her classmates. The

nearly as loud as they did for Bella. o0 B /

class erupted in applause at the end. Greta’s classmates cheered for her, but no‘l‘AI




When it came time to vote, Greta knew

her chances were dismal. By the end of the
day, Mrs. Wilson had tallied the votes. She was >
ready to make the big announcement. &
“Our race for class president was closel
Our winner only won by two votesl Our class ,/.)
president is.. BELLAI”
Bella beamed with excitement. Greta felt

a rush of disappointment pass over her. Even /

though she lost, Greta knew she should always

be a good sport. She went up to Bella after

school.
“Congratulations, Bella. I know you will make an excellent class president.”

Bella said, “Thanks, Gretal I was thinking.. Since the race was so close, maybe

we could talk to Mrs. Wilson about having you as the vice president. I think you could
really help me out.”

Greta was thrilled at Bella’s idea. Mrs. Wilson also loved the idea of the girls
working together. Greta was thankful she gave the race for president a try. If she
had given up, she never would have had the chance to be the 2™ Grade Vice

President.

Answerithe following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color
indicated

l. Read the following sentences from paragraph 2: ) =) 1)

“Boys and girls, it is. time we elect a class president.”

What does the word “elect” mean in this sentence? (Choose allthat apply.)

a  pick

b. change
c. choose
d

. vote for
.. ©C6\u,010 KBo\cQ%a .:




Context Clues
2. Read these sentences from paragraph 4 of the story: o =3 )}

“The class president should be a great communicator.”

What does the word “communicator” mean in paragraph 4?
a.  aperson who is popular

b. aperson who is outgoing

C.  aperson who tells secrets

d  aperson who talks with others

3. Which of the following might a person do during a campaign? (Choose all that apply.)

a  read books <] )
b. make posters o "
C.  Qlve speeches

d ~ /study for tests

Y. Read these sentences from paragraph Y of the story: o &« =) )
“When Monday came around, Greta was prepared to go head-to-head with Bella.”

What does the phrase “head-to-head” mean? Use two details from the passage to

support your answer.

5. What is the meaning of ‘the word “dismal” in paragraph | on page 2? (Choose dll that

apply.) | [sem) )
a  bad

b.  unlkely

c.  hopeful

d  positive

© u,@w KBo\cQ%a :




Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

@ D
J

Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/

<

@I
')

Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2016, 202I. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is

granted to the original purchaser or licensee fo make copies fo use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only

available to students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible fo the general public is

strictly forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com

for commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.
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