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*This product includes 12 stories and poems in the 2nd-3rd Florida B.E.S.T. 
Text Complexity Band. 

• Anchor Charts/ Journal Pages
• Mentor Text: Where Go The Boats?
• Original Poems Included:
1. Rainstorm
2. I Like to Pretend
3. Secrets Unleashed
• Original Stories Included:
1. Movie Madness- 490L
2. The Lemonade Stand- 610L
3. Distracted- 710L
• Nonfiction Passages Included:
1. The History of Lacrosse- 640L
2. J.K. Rowling- 670L
3. Woodland Wreath- 700L
4. What Is a Journalist- 790L
• Assessment Passages Included:
1. This Is Your Life- (Poem)
2. The Best Medicine- 420L
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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. standards use Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text 
complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th grade. 
Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction, as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to research, “It is 
important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely appropriate. The expectation that 
scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is built into the Standards’ grade-by-
grade text complexity expectations, for example. The general movement, however, should be 
toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing independence both within and across the text 
complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 
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Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
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and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics to ensure appropriate rigor and 
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This resource was modified to fit the Florida B.E.S.T reading standards. It includes:

How to Use This Resource
Anchor Charts: These anchor charts should be used to introduce the 
skills. You can make copies for student journals and create a large 
class-sized poster. Teachers should review anchor charts with 
students during each mini lesson. Students can refer to journal 
anchor charts while completing independent work.  

Mentor Text: Mentor texts are included for teachers to use to model 
the skill. Some of the mentor texts come directly from the Florida 
B.E.S.T standards mentor text recommendations for second grade. 
These texts tend to be longer and more complex than the intended 
Lexile grade range. For this reason, I have incorporated these 
recommended texts for teachers to use as read alouds, shared 
readings, and modeling. Mentor texts also include a guided response, 
such as a graphic organizer or questions. 

Practice Passages: These passages are Lexile leveled and include 
standards-based questions. These are designed to be used for guided 
practice, independent practice, and small groups. Please note, all 
passages will not be used in one unit. I provide extra so you can use 
them for later review. 

Assessment: Two assessment passages are included. Both are 
intended to be used to form a complete assessment; however, some 
teachers choose to use the assessment passages separately in order 
to differentiate assessments. 

Anchor Chart

Mentor Text

Practice Page
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Here is the recommended lesson layout and schedule for this resource: 

Day 1: Introduce the anchor charts to review the difference between literal and nonliteral 
language. Discuss the different types of figurative language students will be focusing on 
during this unit. Read aloud the Mentor Text “Where Go the Boats?” Model how to determine 
if language is literal or nonliteral. Discuss the purpose of each type of figurative language 
that you come across in the mentor text. 

Day 2: Select a text in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Make the text and question 
set poster size or project the text and questions. Read the story as a class, and then work 
together to answer the questions. 

Day 3: Students complete a passage and question set in partners. I recommend choosing a 
text in the mid-range of the text complexity band. Always review work as a class or in 
groups. 

Day 4: Students complete a passage at the low range of the text complexity band 
independently. Be sure to review student work. If students did not get answers correct, 
ensure you make time to review with students independently or in small groups. 

Day 5-6: Continue to assign increasingly more complex passages. Continue to assess and 
review work. 

Day 7: By the end of the unit, most of your class should be showing mastery of the passages. 
This is the time to give the assessment. I recommend giving both assessment passages 
together, but you can also separate the passages and use the different levels to differentiate. 

*Follow your students’ lead. These lessons may take more or less time. Do not move on to 
subsequent lessons until your students are showing progress. 
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Figurative Language

©Julie Bochese

Simile

Compares two things using the words like
or as.

IDIOM

A phrase that is figurative and does not
mean what it directly says.

ALLITERATION

The same letter or sounds at the beginning
of closely connected words.

Julie Bochese

of closely connectctc ed words.

She sells
seashells.

It’s
raining
cats and
dogs!

This pizza is as cold
as ice.

Words or phrases that do 
not mean what they say. 
The words do not have 

literal meaning. Authors use 
figurative language to 
illustrate or emphasize 

their point. 
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ALLITERATION
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Words or phrases that do Words or phrases that do 
not mean what they say. 
The words do not have 

literal meaning. Authors use 
figurative language to 
illustrate or emphasize 

their point. 
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Dark brown is the river,
Golden is the sand.
It flows along for ever,
With trees on either hand.

Green leaves a-floating,
Castles of the foam,
Boats of mine a-boating—
Where will all come home?

On goes the river,
And out past the mill,
Away down the valley,
Away down the hill.

Away down the river,
A hundred miles or more,
Other little children
Shall bring my boats ashore.

Figurative Language Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

Where Go the Boats?

Poetry

Dark brown is the river,
Golden is the sand.
It flows along for ever,
With trees on either hand.

Green leaves a-floating,
Castles of the foam,
Boats of mine a-boating
Where will all come home?

On goes the river,
And out past the mill,
Away down the valley,
Away down the hill.

Away down the river,
A hundred miles or more,
Other little children
Shall bring my boats ashore.

It flows along for ever,
With trees on either hand.

floating,

boating—
Where will all come home?

A hundred miles or more,

Shall bring my boats ashore.
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Figurative Language Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

Literal vs. Figurative Language

Poetry

Examples of Literal Language
Examples of Figurative

Language
Type of Figurative

Language
Examples of Liteeeral Language

Examples of Figurative
Language

TyTyTyTyTyTyType of Figurative
Language
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Big fat drops plopped
from the sky
as the rain fell
like a leaking faucet.

They kerplunked
on the roof.
They splattered
on the windows.

They threw themselves
here and there,
thudding and thumping
onto the thirsty land.

By the time those raindrops
called it a day,
they’d gotten everything
good and wet!

Figurative Language Name: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

Rainstorm

Poetry

Big fat drops plopped
from the sky
as the rain fell
like a leaking faucet.

They kerplunked
on the roof.
They splattered
on the windows.

They threw themselves
here and there,
thudding and thumping
onto the thirsty land.

By the time those raindrops
called it a day,
they’d gotten everything
good and wet!
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1. What is the author describing in the poem? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Read these lines: 
as the rain fell
like a leaking faucet.

What type of language are these lines an example of?
a. Idiom
b. Simile
c. Alliteration
d. Literal language

3. What is the author describing in the lines above?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. Read the third stanza. What type of language are these lines an example of?
a. Idiom
b. Simile
c. Alliteration
d. Literal language

5. What is the author describing in the lines above?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 

Figurative Language

__________________________________________________________________

2. Read these lines: 
as the rain fell
like a leaking faucet.

What type of language are these lines an example of?
a. Idiom
b. Simile
c. Alliteration
d. Literal language

3. What is the author describing in the lines above?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. Read the third stanza. What type of language are these lines an example of?
a. Idiom
b. Simile
c. Alliteration
d. Literal language

5. What is the author describing in the lines above?

__________________________________________________________________

4. Read the third stanza. What type of language are these lines an example of?



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?

Julie@commoncorekingdom.com

https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/

https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magi
core

Let’s Connect!

Looking for more?
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/2nd-Grade-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Comprehension-MEGA-Bundle-3058389
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