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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text complexity 
ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th grade. Lexile 
measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor reading 
growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Florida B.E.S.T. Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


Ask, “What is the whole text about?” The 
central idea should be a sentence. 

Central Idea & Details
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• The title and headings 
can help you.

• Photos, illustrations, 
and other text 
features can help you.

• Ask, “What reasons,
details, or examples does 
the author give to support 
the central idea?”
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Ask, “What is the whole text about?” The 
central idea should be a sentence. 

The title and headings 
can help you.
Photos, illustrations, 
and other text 
features can help you.

Ask, “What reasons,

central idea should be a sentence. 



The Blobfish

The blobfish is a strange-looking fish. It has gained a lot of attention for its odd 
appearance. 

790L
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Description
The pressure in the blobfish’s habitat is very strong. It is up to 120 times higher than 

the surface! Because of this, the blobfish’s body is less dense than the water. This helps it 
float. The blobfish is a gelatinous mass. It does not have a skeleton or muscles. Blobfish 
have pale, jelly-like, loose skin. They have large noses, beady eyes, and grimaces on their 
faces. The blobfish is less than a foot long. Due to the pressure deep in the ocean, the 
blobfish has a much different shape when it is out of its habitat. Scientists believe the 
blobfish looks more like a regular fish in its habitat deep on the ocean floor. 

Diet
Blobfish eat matter that floats deep in the ocean. They will eat any matter that 

floats into their mouths. This includes bacteria and crustaceans.  Because they have no 
muscles, they are unable to hunt. 

Danger
Since blobfish live so deep in the ocean, scientists don’t know for sure about their 

population numbers. Blobfish are caught in fishing nets. Blobfish may become an endangered 
species because of deep sea fishing.

In 2013, the blobfish was voted the “World’s Ugliest Animal”. This strange-looking fish 
fascinates people as we explore the creatures that live deep in the ocean.

Habitat
Blobfish live off the coasts of 

Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand. 
They dwell between 2,000 and 4,000 
feet deep in the ocean. Because 
blobfish live so deep in the ocean, it is 
difficult to learn about them.
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the surface! Because of this, the blobfish’s body is less dense than the water. This helps it 
float. The blobfish is a gelatinous mass. It does not have a skeleton or muscles. Blobfish 
have pale, jelly-like, loose skin. They have large noses, beady eyes, and grimaces on their 
faces. The blobfish is less than a foot long. Due to the pressure deep in the ocean, the 
blobfish has a much different shape when it is out of its habitat. Scientists believe the 
blobfish looks more like a regular fish in its habitat deep on the ocean floor. 

Blobfish eat matter that floats deep in the ocean. They will eat any matter that 
floats into their mouths. This includes bacteria and crustaceans.  Because they have no 
muscles, they are unable to hunt. 
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1. Read this sentence from paragraph 2. 

Blobfish live off the coasts of Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand.

What idea in paragraph 2 does this key detail support?

a. The blobfish is rare. 
b. It is hard to see the blobfish.
c. Information about the blobfish’s habitat
d. Blobfish live between 2,000 and 4,000 feet deep in the ocean.

2. Why is it difficult to learn about the blobfish?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. What is the central idea of paragraph 3?

a. The blobfish is a gelatinous mass.
b. The blobfish’s body is less dense than the water.
c. The blobfish’s physical features help it survive in its habitat. 
d. The blobfish looks more like a regular fish in its habitat on the ocean 

floor.

4.  How does the blobfish’s appearance help it survive in its habitat?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. If there is not a crayon next 
to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text evidence to help you infer. 
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What idea in paragraph 2 does this key detail support?

The blobfish is rare. 
It is hard to see the blobfish.
Information about the blobfish’s habitat
Blobfish live between 2,000 and 4,000 feet deep in the ocean.

2. Why is it difficult to learn about the blobfish?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. What is the central idea of paragraph 3?

The blobfish is a gelatinous mass.
The blobfish’s body is less dense than the water.
The blobfish’s physical features help it survive in its habitat. 
The blobfish looks more like a regular fish in its habitat on the ocean 
floor.
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5. Read this sentence from paragraph 4.

They [blobfish] will eat any matter that floats into their mouths.

What idea in paragraph 4 does this key detail support?

a. Blobfish hunt. 
b. Blobfish eat bacteria.
c. Blobfish eat crustaceans.
d. A blobfish’s diet is influenced by its habitat and appearance.

6. Why are blobfish in danger?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

7. What is the central idea of this article? Write a paragraph explaining the key points 
that support this idea. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Blobfish hunt. 
Blobfish eat bacteria.
Blobfish eat crustaceans.
A blobfish’s diet is influenced by its habitat and appearance.

6. Why are blobfish in danger?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

7. What is the central idea of this article? Write a paragraph explaining the key points 
that support this idea. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Join my Core Kingdom Club waitlist!

Membership Opportunity!

If you love these resources and want access to more, check out my membership opportunity with the Core 
Kingdom Club. 

Core Kingdom Club opens its membership doors twice a year to offer 
teachers all of the resources you love, with a membership discount. You can 
also find support through my custom learning plan. 

Find out more commoncorekingdom.com/membership. 
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