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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text complexity 
ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th grade. Lexile 
measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor reading 
growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Florida B.E.S.T. Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Compare & Contrast Sources

Primary Sources

©Julie Bochese

Secondary Sources

A firsthand account is a primary source. The story, event, or topic is based
on the author’s experience. Diaries, autobiographies, letters, and interviews
are firsthand accounts. Pronouns such as I, me, and we are used.

A secondhand account is a secondary source. The story, event, or topic is
based on the author’s research. Articles, biographies, and many books are
secondhand accounts. Pronouns such as he, she, and they are used.

Compare & Contrast Sources
When you compare and contrast primary and secondary sources, notice
what each account focuses on. What facts does each writer present?

connndndndndnddary Souurces

author’s experience. Diaries, autototootototototot biographies, letteeers, and intteeervi
rstthand accountntnts. Pronouns such as I, me, and we are used.

ondhand accountntnt is a secondary source. The stttototoototototory,y,y,y,y, eventt,t,t,t,t,t,t, or tototootototot pic
on the author’s research. Articles, biographies, and many books

dhand accountntnts. Pronouns such as he, she, and they are used.



I hurry by myself, and have done so for long. I know the corves are very heavy they 
are the biggest corves anywhere about. The work is far too hard for me; the sweat runs 
off me all over sometimes. I am very tired at night. Sometimes when we get home at night 
we have not power to wash us, and then we go to bed. Sometimes we fall asleep in the chair. 
Father said last night it was both a shame and disgrace for girls to work as we do, but 
there was nought else for us to do. I have tried to get winding to do, but could not. 

I begun to hurry when I was seven and I have been hurrying ever since. I have been 11 
years in the pit. The girls are always tired. I was poorly twice this winter; it was with 
headache. I hurry for Robert Wiggins; he is not akin to me. I riddle for him. We all riddle for 
them except the littlest when there is two. 

We don't always get enough to eat and drink, but we get a good supper. I have known 
my father go at two in the morning to work when we worked at Twibell's, where there is a 
day-hole to the pit, and he didn't come out till four. I am quite sure that we work constantly 
12 hours except on Saturdays. We wear trousers and our shifts in the pit, and great big 
shoes clinkered and nailed… 

I never went to a day-school. I went a little to a Sunday-school, but I soon gave it 
over. I thought it too bad to be confined both Sundays and weekdays. I walk about and get 
the fresh air on Sundays. I have not learnt to read. I don't know my letters. I have never 
learnt nought. I never go to church or chapel; there is no church or chapel at Gawber, there 
is none nearer than a mile. If I was married I would not go to the pits, but I know some 
married women that do…

Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining

Ann Eggley and her sister Elizabeth Eggley, ages eighteen and sixteen, were coal workers. They 
were hurriers, which were typically children or women who transported coal. The tunnels they 
traveled through were as small as 16 inches tall. Ann and Elizabeth were called to testify 
before Parliament as part of the investigations into the 1842 Factory Acts.
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Compare/Contrast Sources Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________

We go at four in the morning, and sometimes at 
half-past four. We begin to work as soon as we get 
down. We get out after four, sometimes at five, in 
the evening. We work the whole time except an hour 
for dinner, and sometimes we haven't time to eat. 

I hurry by myself, and have done so for long. I know the corves are very heavy they 
are the biggest corves anywhere about. The work is far too hard for me; the sweat runs 
off me all over sometimes. I am very tired at night. Sometimes when we get home at night 
we have not power to wash us, and then we go to bed. Sometimes we fall asleep in the chair. 
Father said last night it was both a shame and disgrace for girls to work as we do, but 
there was nought else for us to do. I have tried to get winding to do, but could not. 

I begun to hurry when I was seven and I have been hurrying ever since. I have been 11 
years in the pit. The girls are always tired. I was poorly twice this winter; it was with 
headache. I hurry for Robert Wiggins; he is not akin to me. I riddle for him. We all riddle for 
them except the littlest when there is two. 

We don't always get enough to eat and drink, but we get a good supper. I have known 
my father go at two in the morning to work when we worked at Twibell's, where there is a 

hole to the pit, and he didn't come out till four. I am quite sure that we work constantly 
12 hours except on Saturdays. We wear trousers and our shifts in the pit, and great big 
shoes clinkered and nailed… 

traveled through were as small as 16 inches tall. Ann and Elizabeth were called to testify 
before Parliament as part of the investigations into the 1842 Factory Acts.

We go at four in the morning, and sometimes at 
past four. We begin to work as soon as we get 

down. We get out after four, sometimes at five, in 
the evening. We work the whole time except an hour 
for dinner, and sometimes we haven't time to eat. 
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Compare/Contrast Sources Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________

Coal Mining Children

During the Industrial 
Revolution, many children worked 
full-time jobs to help support their 
families. Many of the jobs required 
intense labor and long hours, and 
they put children in danger. 

Coal mining was a common job 
for children in the United States and 
Britain. Children as young as eight 
years old worked in coal mines. 

Breaker Boys
One of the jobs for children in 

mines was working in the coal 
breakers. Young boys would sort coal. 
They worked ten to eleven hours a 
day, six days a week. This job was 
dangerous because they could get 
their fingers caught in the machinery. 

Hurriers
Children that were hurriers 

transported coal. They pulled wagons 
full of coal along small roadways 
inside the mines. Roadways could be 
as small as 16 inches tall. Hurriers 
were often the smallest children. 
They would work twelve hours 
running the coal. 

Young boys working in a coal mine

Breaker boys

Revolution, many children worked 
time jobs to help support their 

families. Many of the jobs required 
intense labor and long hours, and 
they put children in danger. 

Coal mining was a common job 
for children in the United States and 
Britain. Children as young as eight 
years old worked in coal mines. 

Breaker Boys
One of the jobs for children in 

mines was working in the coal 
breakers. Young boys would sort coal. 
They worked ten to eleven hours a 
day, six days a week. This job was 
dangerous because they could get 
their fingers caught in the machinery. 

Hurriers
Children that were hurriers 

transported coal. They pulled wagons 

YoYoYoYoYoYoYoung boys working in a coal mine



Spraggers
Some boys worked inside mines as 

spraggers. Spraggers propped coal beds during 
mining. They also put wooden sticks in the spokes 
of mine car wheels to stop the cars. Spraggers 
had to be fast. They ran alongside the mine cars. 
This was a dangerous job because the cars could 
get out of control and crash. 

Nippers
Nippers opened and closed heavy wooden 

doors that closed the mines. This job was for the 
youngest boys. Nippers worked long hours all by 
themselves in the dark. It was boring and 
dangerous. If the nipper fell asleep, the coal car 
was in danger of crashing into the door. 

Mule Drivers
Older boys in their teens could work as 

mule drivers. The mule driver put full cars 
together. He began working with one mule and 
worked up to a team of six mules. 

In 1855, the United States passed a law 
requiring boys to be 12 years old to work in the 
breakers and 14 years old to work inside the 
mines. This law was not always followed. Many 
young children continued to work in the mines. On 
September 1, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson 
signed the Federal Child Labor Law. This law 
ensured that children only performed safe work 
that did not jeopardize their health, well-being, or 
education. In Great Britain, Parliament also 
passed child labor laws that limited working time 
for children. ©Julie Bochese
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Mule drivers

Child miner

This was a dangerous job because the cars could 
get out of control and crash. 
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1. The facts in “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” are from a testimony Ann gave to 
Parliament about her experience working in coal mines. Where did the facts from “Coal 
Mining Children” most likely come from?

a. a newspaper interview with a child coal miner
b. an article someone researched on coal mining children
c. a nonfiction book a child coal miner wrote about his or her experience
d. the autobiography of a child who worked as a hurrier in a coal mine

2.  What information was in “Coal Mining Children” that was not in “Ann Eggley’s Testimony 
About Coal Mining”? (Choose all that apply.)

a. “Coal Mining Children” tells the different jobs children had in mines.
b. “Coal Mining Children” tells how children were mistreated in coal mines.
c. “Coal Mining Children” describes coal mining children’s thoughts and feelings.
d. “Coal Mining Children” explains how child labor laws helped children have 

better conditions. 

3. Which of these best describes the difference in focus between the sources?

a. “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on child labor in coal 
mining, while “Coal Mining Children” focuses on many different child labor 
jobs. 

b. “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on Ann’s entire life, 
while “Coal Mining Children” is about what coal mining was like for all 
children. 

c. “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on the different jobs 
she had, while “Coal Mining Children” focuses on how dangerous coal mining 
was for children. 

d. “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on what her life was 
like working as a child coal miner, while “Coal Mining Children” focuses on 
the different jobs coal mining children had. 

Compare/Contrast Sources
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

Parliament about her experience working in coal mines. Where did the facts from “

Ann Eggley’s Testimony 

a newspaper interview with a child coal miner
an article someone researched on coal mining children
a nonfiction book a child coal miner wrote about his or her experience
the autobiography of a child who worked as a hurrier in a coal mine

2.  What information was in “Coal Mining Children” that was nototototot in “Ann Eggley’s Testimony 
About Coal Mining”? (Choose all that apply.)

“Coal Mining Children” tells the different jobs children had in mines.
“Coal Mining Children” tells how children were mistreated in coal mines.
“Coal Mining Children” describes coal mining children’s thoughts and feelings.
“Coal Mining Children” explains how child labor laws helped children have 
better conditions. 

3. Which of these best describes the difference in focus between the sources?

“Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on child labor in coal 
mining, while “Coal Mining Children” focuses on many different child labor 
jobs. 
“Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on Ann’s entire life, 
while “Coal Mining Children” is about what coal mining was like for all 
children. 
“Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” focuses on the different jobs 

Ann Eggley’s Testimony 



4. The table below has sentences from “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” and 
“Coal Mining Children”. 

Describe one way that the information above from “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal 
Mining” is similar to the information from “Coal Mining Children”. Use two details from the 
sentences in your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

5. How might a reader benefit from reading the firsthand “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About 
Coal Mining” and the secondhand “Coal Mining Children”? Use at least two details from the 
texts to support your response. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal Mining” and 
Compare/Contrast Sources
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Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal 
Mining 

Coal Mining Children

We go at four in the morning, and sometimes at 
half-past four. We begin to work as soon as we 
get down. We get out after four, sometimes at 
five, in the evening. We work the whole time 
except an hour for dinner, and sometimes we 
haven't time to eat. 

Children that were hurriers transported coal. 
They pulled wagons full of coal along small 
roadways inside the mines.... Hurriers were often 
the smallest children. They would work twelve 
hours running the coal. 

Describe one way that the information above from “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About Coal 
Mining” is similar to the information from “Coal Mining Children”. Use two details from the 
sentences in your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

5. How might a reader benefit from reading the firsthand “Ann Eggley’s Testimony About 
Coal Mining” and the secondhand “Coal Mining Children”? Use at least two details from the 
texts to support your response. 

__________________________________________________________________

We go at four in the morning, and sometimes at 
past four. We begin to work as soon as we 

get down. We get out after four, sometimes at 
five, in the evening. We work the whole time 
except an hour for dinner, and sometimes we 
haven't time to eat. 

Children that were hurriers transported coal. 
They pulled wagons full of coal along small 
roadways inside the mines.... Hurriers were often 
the smallest children. They would work twelve 
hours running the coal. 
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