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ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS

MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured

and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and
differentiation for students.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered,
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are

difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them.

Florida B.ES.T. uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text complexity
ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12" grade. Lexile
measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor reading

growth.

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to
Florida B.ES.T. Expectations

K-I N/A

2-3 420L-820L
4-5 740L-l0I0L
6-8 I85L-1385L

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the
Florida B.ES.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.” —.
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75 OL Context Clues Name: Date:

Little Hands, Big Heart

Today was the hottest day of the entire summer. Justin was sure of it because everything had a
hazy qudlity to it. He was stretched out in the hammock under the partial shade of two weeping willows.
The gentle rocking of the hammock provided some comfort from the stifling air around him. He looked
over at his tall glass of lemonade, tracing the condensation on it with his eyes. The heat was making him
incredibly lazy.

Justin had spent all morning finishing his summer homework and playing with his friends, but
now everyone had gone home to nap, which was what he was supposed to be doing, too; however, it was

just too hot inside. He was so tired that he had decided he could just nap for an hour or so in the

hammock.

Just as he was about to drift off, he heard a quiet meow. He thought for a moment that it was
his imagination, but he heard it again after a few seconds. This time, it was more of a prolonged whimper.
Justin cheeks sank as he started to frown. It sounded like someone or something was in pain. He rolled out
of his hammaock and decided to walk in the direction he thought he had heard the sound coming from.

He walked quite a while until he reached the end of the property, but he didn’t hear the sound
again.

“Maybe I imagined it,” he thought to himself. As if replying to his innermost thoughts, he
immediately heard the sound again o the left of him. ’

He looked over and saw that there really was ,
nothing to his left, just a rusted wheelbarrow. Waitl He

thought he could see something stirring in the small patch I{:\

of shade under the wheelbarrow. He drew closer until hew = i

could make out the outline of a small furry animal. It was

a small kittenl The once soft gray fur was matted and

completely missing in some places. i
“How long has he been out here? When was the

last time he ate?” Justin thought.worriedly o himself as )

he rushed over and scrutinized the kitten, checking for arN] r
injuries or broken bones. \ ‘ 1 8
\

He felt at ease after confirming the animal didn’t
have any obvious injuries, and he bent down and created a cradle with his hands. He gingerhlll eased his .
hands under the kitten. Her small meows broke his heart. His mom was a veterinarian; she would know

what to do! He gently held the kitten close fo his chest and carefully made his way back fo the house,

)
m Pacrese, 0

avoiding moving or jostling the kitten too much. His spotted his mom sitting on the back porch.
“Mom!” he called out. “Mom, I found a kitten, and I think she’s sick. Can you please take a look a‘I'Q

her?”




|P Justin handed the kitten over to his mom and watched carefully as she quietly but confidently

analyzed her. His mom had her “doctor face” on, serious and gentle at the same time.

“Where did you find her?” she asked Justin.

“Under the wheelbarrow on the other side of the house,” he replied. His mom nodded solemnly.

“Were there any other animals or cats next to her?” she asked. She was now gently moving the
kitten’s limbs, checking for pain or injury.

“No, it was just her,” Justin said as he watched curiously.

“Tt seems like she’s been out there for a while; she is severely underweight and dehydrated. It’s
because of this heat. There are so many sick animals this summer! They have nothing to eat or drink, and
there’s no place for them to get any rest. The good news is that this is easily treated. We can keep her
here for a few days until she is better,” his mom told him.

“Okay, that sounds like a good idea. I'll get the food and water, and you can clean her up,” Justin
offered.

“Sounds like a plan,” his mom responded as she picked up the kitten and made her way to her
office to clean her up.

As Justin carefully measured out the food and water, a plan was brewing in his head. He was sure

that there were many more cats out there like the one he had just rescued. Besides cats, there could be

dogs, birds, and squirrels. Who knew how many animals there werel

“They must all be suffering, too,” he thought to himself.

The thought of so many animals starving, thirsty, and malnourished tore at his heart. There had to
be something he could do fo help theml A light went off in his head, so he decided fo go over his idea with
his mom. He carried the food and water trays over fo where the kitten was cleaned up and resting on
the table. He watched as she quickly jumped up at the promise of sustenance.

“Mom, I think I have a plan to help the other animals,” he started.

“Go on. I'm listening,” she encouraged.

“If we leave small bowls of food and water for cats, dogs, and birds around the neighborhood and
encourage everyone else fo do the same, would we be able to help the other animals out, the ones who
are also struggling?” Justin asked as he explained his idea.

“Justinl That’s an incredible ideal We can ask everyone to help out and raise awareness. This will
help out the littlest members of our society,” she agreed.

Justin and his mom divided the rest of -their _afterncon-into two halves. During the first half, they
put together various food trays of dog, cat, and bird foods and placed them around the neighborhood,
along with water trays. The trays were strategically placed so that all of the areas of the neighborhood
were covered. During the second half of the afternoon, they created posters to raise awareness.

Justin had asked some of his friends to come dlong, too. By the time they were done with the

food trays and posters, Justin had a sense of completion. This small act of kindness would no doubt help

the animals. Justin felt like this was his greatest accomplishment of the summer. His smile stretched from

ear to ear as he went to bed that night.
. ©%y/010 @o ‘$a




nswer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated

l. What is the meaning of the word “stifling” as it is used in the story?

Context Clues

a. hot

b. cam

c. foul

d stormy

2. What is the meaning of the word “prolonged” as it is used in the story? How did prefixes
and roots help you understand the meaning of this word? )) )) j|
3. Read this sentence from the stfory. < /)

“.Justin thought to himself as he rushed over and scrutinized the kitten, checking for any

injuries or broken bones.”

What is the meaning of the word “scrutinized” as it is used in the sentence above?

a pet

b. stroked

C. inspected

d embraced

4. What is the meaning of the word “solemnly” as it is used in the story? =3
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Context Clues

9. Read this sentence from the story. <D[ l |

“Tt seems like she’s been out there for a while; she is severely underweight and dehydrated.

What is the meaning of the word “dehydrated” as it is used in the sentence above?

a. drty

b scrawny

c.  having too much food

d not having enough water

6. What does the word “malnourished” mean? Use one detail from the passage and one

///jm
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detail from the word parts to support your answer.

7. What is the meaning of the word “sustenance” as it is used in the story?

W=

a  safety
b. attention 3
c affection
d.  nourishment
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Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

@ D
J

Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/
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Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.
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© Copyright 202I. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted
to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only available to
students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.
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Membership Opportunity!

If you love these resources and want access to more, check out my membership opportunity with the Core

Kingdom Club.

Join my Core Kingdom Club waitlist!

Core Kingdom Club opens its membership doors twice a year to offer
teachers all of the resources you love, with a membership discount. You can

dlso find support through my custom learning plan.

Find out more commoncorekingdom.com/membership.
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