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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Florida B.E.S.T. Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 
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A drop fell on the apple tree,
Another on the roof;
A half a dozen kissed the eaves,
And made the gables laugh.

A few went out to help the brook,
That went to help the sea.
Myself conjectured, Were they pearls,
What necklaces could be!

The dust replaced in hoisted roads,
The birds jocoser sung;
The sunshine threw his hat away,
The orchards spangles hung.

The breezes brought dejected lutes,
And bathed them in the glee;
The East put out a single flag,
And signed the fete away.

Summer Shower
By Emily Dickinson

Poem

©Julie Bochese, 2018

Poetry Rhyme & Structure Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________

A drop fell on the apple tree,
Another on the roof;
A half a dozen kissed the eaves,
And made the gables laugh.

A few went out to help the brook,
That went to help the sea.
Myself conjectured, Were they pearls,
What necklaces could be!

The dust replaced in hoisted roads,
The birds jocoser sung;
The sunshine threw his hat away,
The orchards spangles hung.

The breezes brought dejected lutes,
And bathed them in the glee;
The East put out a single flag,
And signed the fete away.

Myself conjectured, Were they pearls,
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1. Here is the first stanza of “Summer Shower”.

A drop fell on the apple tree,
Another on the roof;
A half a dozen kissed the eaves,
And made the gables laugh.

On the lines below, describe the following about this stanza:

-the meter of the first verse using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and “strong” 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

-the rhyme scheme of the stanza

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. The poet of “Summer Shower” uses longer verses that are followed by shorter verses 
with a steady rhythm to create a certain feeling. What is the feeling she most likely wants 
readers to experience?

a. the steady rhythm of rain pitter-pattering
b. the loud and unsteady sounds of a summer thunderstorm
c. the relaxing sound of the summer breeze
d. the threatening sound of an impending storm getting louder and louder

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

Poetry Rhyme & Structure

A half a dozen kissed the eaves,
And made the gables laugh.

On the lines below, describe the following about this stanza:

the meter of the first verse using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and “strong” 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

the rhyme scheme of the stanza

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. The poet of “Summer Shower” uses longer verses that are followed by shorter verses 
with a steady rhythm to create a certain feeling. What is the feeling she most likely wants 
readers to experience?

the steady rhythm of rain pitter-the steady rhythm of rain pitter-the steady rhythm of rain pitter pattering
the loud and unsteady sounds of a summer thunderstorm
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3. What information does the first stanza give that is important to what happens in the rest 
of the poem’s stanzas?

a. The rain drops fall slowly.
b. The rain falls on an apple tree. 
c. The rain falls on a roof. 
d. The rain is bringing joy as it falls. 

4. What choice best describes how what happens in stanza 2 is important to the rest of the 
poem?

a. It tells why rain is important. 
b. It shows what the author is wearing. 
c. It explains how rain helps brooks. 
d. It illustrates how the rain is falling very gently. 

5. Describe how stanzas 1-4 connect to create a mood in this poem. Support your answer 
with at least three details form the poem. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Poetry Rhyme & Structure

The rain falls on a roof. 
The rain is bringing joy as it falls. 

4. What choice best describes how what happens in stanza 2 is important to the rest of the 

It tells why rain is important. 
It shows what the author is wearing. 
It explains how rain helps brooks. 
It illustrates how the rain is falling very gently. 

5. Describe how stanzas 1-4 connect to create a mood in this poem. Support your answer 
with at least three details form the poem. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



The Circle of Life
Poem
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A single seed
buried in earth,
ever so small,
but full of worth.

Quenched with water,
bathed in sun,
the magic of life
has slowly begun.

And with that magic,
it is plain to see
how the Circle of Life
affects everybody.

From grasslands and deserts
to the sea and the sky,
we walk, swim, slither,
climb, hop, and fly.

From the largest mammal
to the smallest insect,
we depend on the Earth.
She deserves our respect.

Across this great planet
together we live,
but we can’t only take.

We must also give.

Give so the beauty
and life will last long.
So our time here will be
happy, healthy, and strong.

So the Circle of Life
will continue to turn,
and from one another
we’ll continue to learn

that it takes but a seed
sprouting anew
to affect how we live
and change what we do.

Julie Bochese, 2018

Poetry Rhyme & Structure Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________

buried in earth,
ever so small,
but full of worth.

Quenched with water,
bathed in sun,
the magic of life
has slowly begun.

And with that magic,
it is plain to see
how the Circle of Life
affects everybody.

From grasslands and deserts
to the sea and the sky,
we walk, swim, slither,
climb, hop, and fly.

From the largest mammal
to the smallest insect,
we depend on the Earth.
She deserves our respect.

Across this great planet

Give so the beauty
and life will last long.
So our time here will be
happy, healthy, and strong.

So the Circle of Life
will continue to turn,
and from one another
we’ll continue to learn

that it takes but a seed
sprouting anew
to affect how we live
and change what we do.and change what we do.
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1. Here is the first stanza of “The Circle of Life.”

“A single seed
buried in earth,
ever so small,
but full of worth.”

On the lines below, describe the following about the stanza:

-the meter of the first verse using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and “strong” 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

-the rhyme scheme of the stanza

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. The poet uses words like “worth,” “depend,” “respect,” and “give” in this poem to reach 
out to readers. What is the feeling she most likely wants readers to experience?

a. guilt about not taking care of Earth
b. awe over how beautiful Earth is
c. responsibility to protect Earth
d. fear about what’s happening to Earth 

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

Poetry Rhyme & Structure

ever so small,
but full of worth.”

On the lines below, describe the following about the stanza:

the meter of the first verse using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and “strong” 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

the rhyme scheme of the stanza

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. The poet uses words like “worth,” “depend,” “respect,” and “give” in this poem to reach 
out to readers. What is the feeling she most likely wants readers to experience?

guilt about not taking care of Earth
awe over how beautiful Earth is
responsibility to protect Earth
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3. A seed is mentioned in the first and last stanzas. Why is a seed important in
this poem?

a. It is how things grow.
b. It is a symbol of the magic of life.
c. It represents change.
d. It is a way to make more plants. 

4. Which stanza reveals how the poet feels about Earth?

a. Stanza 2
b. Stanza 4
c. Stanza 5
d. Stanza 8 

5. What message is the poet trying to deliver to readers through this poem? How do you 
know that is the message? Use at least three details from the poem to support your answer.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Poetry Rhyme & Structure

It represents change.
It is a way to make more plants. 

Which stanza reveals how the poet feels about Earth?

Stanza 2
Stanza 4
Stanza 5
Stanza 8 

What message is the poet trying to deliver to readers through this poem? How do you 
know that is the message? Use at least three details from the poem to support your answer.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________



Poem
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I was angry with my friend;
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

And I watered it in fears,
Night & morning with my tears:
And I sunned it with smiles,
And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night.
Till it bore an apple bright.
And my foe beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine.

And into my garden stole,
When the night had veiled the pole;
In the morning glad I see;
My foe outstretched beneath the tree. 

A Poison Tree
By William Blake

Poetry Rhyme & Structure Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________

I was angry with my friend;
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

And I watered it in fears,
Night & morning with my tears:
And I sunned it with smiles,
And with soft deceitful wiles.

And it grew both day and night.
Till it bore an apple bright.
And my foe beheld it shine,
And he knew that it was mine.

And into my garden stole,
When the night had veiled the pole;
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1. Here is the first stanza of “A Poison Tree”.

I was angry with my friend;
I told my wrath, my wrath did end.
I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

On the lines below, describe the following about this stanza:

-the meter of the first verse using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and “strong”

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

-the rhyme scheme of the stanza 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. The poet of “A Poison Tree” uses verses that are mostly the same length to create a 
certain feeling. What is the feeling he most likely wants readers to experience?

a. the calm feelings of watching nature
b. the steady growth of the author’s anger
c. the unexpected feelings anger can bring
d. the relaxing feeling of watching an apple tree grow

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

Poetry Rhyme & Structure

I was angry with my foe:
I told it not, my wrath did grow.

On the lines below, describe the following about this stanza:

the meter of the first verse using the words “syllables,” “weak,” and “strong”

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

the rhyme scheme of the stanza 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. The poet of “A Poison Tree” uses verses that are mostly the same length to create a 
certain feeling. What is the feeling he most likely wants readers to experience?

the calm feelings of watching nature
the steady growth of the author’s anger
the unexpected feelings anger can bring
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3. In stanza 1 of the poem “A Poison Tree,” the author explains that when he talked to his 
friend about his anger, his anger went away. How does this differ from the way the author 
handles his anger with his foe?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4. What happens to the author’s anger in stanza 2?

a. The author’s anger dies. 
b. The author’s anger disappears. 
c. The author’s anger grows stronger. 
d. The author gets over his anger by talking about it. 

5. What happens in stanza 4? (Choose all that apply.)

a. the foe dies
b. the foe helps the author grow a tree
c. the foe becomes friends with the author
d. the foe eats the poison fruit from the tree

6. What is the lesson of this poem? How does the author develop this message in each 
stanza? Use at least three details from the poem to support your answer. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Poetry Rhyme & Structure

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4. What happens to the author’s anger in stanza 2?

The author’s anger dies. 
The author’s anger disappears. 
The author’s anger grows stronger. 
The author gets over his anger by talking about it. 

5. What happens in stanza 4? (Choose all that apply.)

the foe dies
the foe helps the author grow a tree
the foe becomes friends with the author
the foe eats the poison fruit from the tree

6. What is the lesson of this poem? How does the author develop this message in each 
stanza? Use at least three details from the poem to support your answer. stanza? Use at least three details from the poem to support your answer. 
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