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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. Text complexity 
ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th grade. Lexile 
measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor reading 
growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Florida B.E.S.T. Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 1185L-1385L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 
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Jazz Music

Jazz music is a genre of music that originated in New Orleans, Louisiana. The word jazz 
came from the term jasm, which means “pep energy”. It’s rooted in African-American music 
such as blues and ragtime. Jazz is traditionally about the black experience in the United 
States. Nowadays, jazz is performed by people of many cultures. Jazz is considered one of 
America’s original art forms.

One of the key elements of jazz music is improvisation. Creativity is key. A jazz musician 
interprets a song in a variety of ways. He or she may never play a song the same way twice. 
His or her mood, experiences, and interactions with other musicians and the audience will 
change the music. Call and response is another common element of jazz music. Call and 
response is when one musician plays a musical phrase and a second musician answers with 
another phrase. The musicians go back and forth in like a conversation to build on the song. 

780L Context Clues          Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________
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The Bolden Band (in 1905) was one of the early jazz bands.

Jazz began in New 
Orleans in the early 1910s. It 
was influenced by brass band 
marches, ragtime, and blues.  
Jazz bands consisted of 
groups of self-taught 
African-American musicians. 
Bands traveled throughout 
black communities in the 
South. 

The 1920s is known as 
the Jazz Age. Jazz became 
widely recognized. Jazz 
music took on a swing 
feeling. It was during this 
decade that Louis 
Armstrong, one of the 
most influential jazz figures, 
began his jazz career. 

Louis 
Armstrong
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During the 1930s, jazz became more arranged, swinging, and bluesy. It was very 
dance-oriented. Jazz music was broadcast on the radio across America. 

Bebop Musicians Charlie Parker, Tommy 
Potter, Miles Davis, and Max Roach

Bebop became popular in the 1940s. 
During this period, jazz changed from being 
pop dance music to focusing on musicians’ 
talents. Faster tempos and improvisation 
became big. 

Free jazz emerged in the 1950s. Free 
jazz had more formal structures and beats. 
Free jazz also became widely popular in 
Europe. 

In the late 1960s to early 1970s, jazz-
rock fusion became prevalent. This combined 
jazz improvisation with rock rhythm, sounds, 
and electrical instruments. Jazz-rock fusion 
continued in the 1990s and 2000s. 

As jazz spread around the world, it 
developed different regional and cultural 
styles. Many modern musicians are influenced 
by jazz music. 

Modern Jazz Musician, Harry Connick 
Jr., at the New Orleans Jazz Festival in 

2007 Billie Holiday in 1947
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Context Clues

1. Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of the text.

Jazz music is a genre of music that originated in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

What is the meaning of originated as it is used in the text?

a. lived in
b. began in
c. ended in
d. played in

2. What does the word traditionally mean as it is used in the passage?

a. artsy 
b. musically
c. originally
d. sometimes

3. What does the word improvisation mean as it is used in the passage?

a. to prepare
b. to perform
c. to play music in the same way
d. to play or perform without preparing

4. Paragraph 2 says, “Call and response is another common element of jazz music.” What is 
the meaning of call and response as it is used in the text? 

a. Musicians use creativity to write songs.
b. Musicians call each other to work together.
c. Musicians play songs in many different ways.
d. Musicians have conversations with the use of their instruments.

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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5. Paragraph 3 states, “Jazz began in New Orleans in the early 1910s. It was influenced by 
brass band marches, ragtime, and blues.” Explain what the word influenced means as it is 
used in the passage. Support your definition with one context clue from the passage. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. What does the word decade mean as it is used in the passage?

a. a period of ten years
b. a period of fifty years.
c. a period of twenty years
d. a period of one-hundred years

7. Read this sentence from the 4th paragraph on page 2.

In the late 1960s to early 1970s, jazz-rock fusion became prevalent.

In your own words, write a definition of the word prevalent. Then list two words or 
phrases that helped you define the word. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Context Clues
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