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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
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built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
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differentiation for students. 

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Common-Core-Kingdom


Three’s a Crowd

©Julie Bochese, 2018

740L Point of View & Perspective Name: _________________________________ Date: _____________

However, something happened in fifth grade that threatened our perfect pairing. A 
new girl arrived in town. She moved in next door to Skye and was in the same grade as us. 
Her name was Maya, and she and Skye had to be friends at school because they were next-
door neighbors.

The trouble started with the science project. Mrs. Beecham asked us to split into pairs, 
and I turned immediately to Skye, like always. I was irritated to see that Maya had rushed 
to Skye’s side first, exclaiming, “We’ll be partners, right, Skye? We can work on the project 
together at my house; it’s just next door, remember!”

Skye looked over at me guiltily, but Mrs. Beecham interrupted before I could protest. 
“How wonderful that Maya has a friend already!” she said. “It’s not easy being new.”

If I argued after that, I would have been the bad guy. I had no choice but to let Skye 
and Maya be partners. I got stuck with Chucky Cooper, who always managed to glue his 
fingers together no matter what the project was.

That was bad enough, but then I climbed onto the school bus that afternoon to find 
that Skye and Maya were already sitting together...in the same seat that Skye and I had 
always shared!

They both waved to me enthusiastically, but I deliberately went and sat all the way at 
the back by myself. I saw them frowning at me from their seater, but I refused to look. 
They had each other now.

Skye and I had been best friends since we were 
four years old. We first met in the garden at 
preschool when we were both chasing the same 
butterfly. From that day on, we were as close as 
twins, bonded by our love for animals, chocolate, and 
the beach.

I always thought that two was the perfect 
number. Skye and I shared the same seat on the bus 
every day. We were always partners for school 
assignments. When we went on the Ferris wheel at the 
fun fair, we sat side by side. It had always been the 
two of us, and that had always worked perfectly. 
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It only got worse from there. Skye and Maya paired up in sports lessons and in 
theatre group. They sat together on the bus every day, and I was stuck in the back seat by 
myself, staring out the window and remembering when it was just the two of us, Skye and 
me.

I headed to school on Monday, dreading seeing Skye and Maya together. I suffered 
through science class with Chucky Cooper, who, no surprise, glued his fingers together within 
the first half hour.

At lunchtime, I considered going to the library to read by myself because it was 
pouring rain outside, but surprisingly, Maya came and found me first.

“Hey!” she said, in her annoyingly bright tone. “Skye and I want to play Clue, but it’s not 
fun with only two players! Will you come and join us?

I thought about saying no as payback for the last lonely week I’d spent by myself. 
However, I really wanted to spend my lunchtime with Skye again, and I did love Clue. I 
begrudgingly went to join them.

We actually had a lot of fun. As we got further into the game, I realized that Maya 
was smart, funny, and kind…not the wicked witch I’d imagined her as in my head. Skye ended 
up winning the game, and Maya and I both cheered for her victory. As lunchtime came to a 
close, the sun started peeking through the rain clouds outside.

On the bus home that afternoon, I went to head to my regular new spot in the back, 
but I saw that I was no longer alone in the back row. Maya and Skye were already sitting 
there, and they had left the third seat by the window for me.

“We thought that this was better,” said Maya. “This way, we can all sit together!”
Now, Maya, Skye, and I have become a trio. We take turns pairing up with each other 

in different lessons, and I don’t actually mind when I get paired with someone else. Chucky 
Cooper isn’t all that bad, and I get to make new friends in class by rotating partners. When 
I’m paired with Skye, it’s as great as always, but Maya also makes a pretty good partner.

The fun fair came to town last week, and the three of us went together. We decided 
against going on the Ferris wheel since it only had enough room for two people in each 
carriage. Instead, we went on the big roller coaster that fit three people neatly into the car. 
We strapped ourselves in and linked hands together as the roller coaster went up, up, up the 
tracks. As it hurtled down the first drop, I heard my two best friends squeal with delight, 
and I felt very lucky indeed.
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1.  Part A
What is the narrator’s perspective at the beginning of the story? 
a. Two’s company, three’s a crowd. 
b. Best friends never have other friends. 
c. New students should be welcomed.
d. There is always room for more. 

Part B
Support your answer with a direct quote from the passage. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. In the first few paragraphs, how does the author of the story help the reader 
understand the main character’s perspective? 

a. by telling what she says
b. by describing what she feels
c. by describing the way she looks
d. by telling what other characters say about her

3. What major event occurs that changes the character’s perspective?

a. The narrator and Skye started fifth grade. 
b. Skye had a new neighbor in the same grade.
c. Skye was forced to be friends with her new neighbor. 
d. Skye decided to work on the school project with Maya. 

Point of View & Perspective
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
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New students should be welcomed.
There is always room for more. 

Support your answer with a direct quote from the passage. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. In the first few paragraphs, how does the author of the story help the reader 
understand the main character’s perspective? 

by telling what she says
by describing what she feels
by describing the way she looks
by telling what other characters say about her

3. What major event occurs that changes the character’s perspective?

The narrator and Skye started fifth grade. 



4. How does the main character’s perspective change from the beginning of the story to 
the end? (Choose all that apply.)

a. In the beginning, the main character is excited to have a new friend. In 
the end, the main character misses Skye.  

b. In the beginning, the main character is lonely. In the end, the main 
character is happy that she has two friends. 

c. In the beginning, the main character is jealous of Maya. In the end, the 
main character realizes that Maya can be her friend, too.

d. In the beginning, the main character wants to have more friends. In the 
end, the main character realizes that having two friends is perfect. 

5. What lesson did the narrator learn? How did her changing perspective contribute to her 
learning this lesson?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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Point of View & Perspective

In the beginning, the main character is lonely. In the end, the main 
character is happy that she has two friends. 
In the beginning, the main character is jealous of Maya. In the end, the 
main character realizes that Maya can be her friend, too.
In the beginning, the main character wants to have more friends. In the 
end, the main character realizes that having two friends is perfect. 

5. What lesson did the narrator learn? How did her changing perspective contribute to her 
learning this lesson?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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