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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th 
grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 
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Figurative Language

©Julie Bochese, 2018, 

Simile
Compares two things using the words like or as 

Metaphor
Compares two things by saying that 
one thing is another thing

Onomatopoeia
Word that makes a sound

Hyperbole
An exaggeration

Personification
Giving human qualities to nonliving things The leaves danced in the wind. 

Splash!

I’m so hungry that I 
could eat a horse!

Danny was a bear when he woke up. 

This pizza is as cold as ice.

Alliteration
The same letter is repeated at the beginning 
of closely connected words. 

Idiom
A phrase that has a figurative meaning.

She sells 
seashells. 

When 
pigs fly!



Poetic Elements

©Julie Bochese, 2018

Poems are pieces of writing that have rhythm and evoke emotions. Poets 
use poetic elements along with figurative language to create meaning. 

FORM

All of these elements come together like colors to form 
a piece of art with meaning. 

The structure of the poem. 
This includes line and stanza 

lengths, rhyme schemes, 
and repetition.

RHYME

Two or more words 
have the same final 

sounds. 

METER

The rhythmic pattern of a 
poetic line. 

LINE 
BREAKS

The end of one line and 
beginning of a new line. 

IMAGERY

Poetic elements 
that invoke any of 
the five senses to 
create a mental 

image. 



Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Poem

Pen
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pen

an inked spear

a writer’s arrow

a hand’s dance partner
around
the ballroom 
of a blank page

a magic wand
producing
people
places
plots

a walking stick
through fictional
lands

a fountain
of possibility…



1. The poem “Pen” has many examples of which kind of figurative language?
a. hyperbole
b. idiom
c. simile
d. metaphor

2. What words does the poet use to show she thinks a pen is a powerful tool? Explain your 
choices.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read these lines: 

“producing
people
places
plots”

This is an example of:
a. metaphor
b. onomatopoeia
c. alliteration
d. personification

4. What do you notice about the poet’s use of punctuation in this poem? Why may she have 
used such a strategy? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Figurative Language
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 

©
Ju

lie
 B

oc
he

se
, 2

01
8



Figurative Language
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
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5. Is this poem structured or free-verse? How do you know? Use information about the line 
lengths, stanza lengths, rhyme scheme, repetition, and meter to support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Cite one word or phrase in this poem that uses imagery. Which sense does it target? How 
does it add to the poem’s effectiveness?
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is the overall meaning of this poem? Use at least two details from the poem to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Poem

Many Hats
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I wear one hat when I am at home.
I clean my room,
play my games,
bug my sister,
feed my dog,
eat my vegetables,
and help my mom.
This is my home hat.

I wear one hat when I am at school.
I read my books,
add my fractions,
do my science experiments,
write my stories
play with my friends,
and learn from my teacher.
This is my school hat.

I wear one hat when I am on the 
field.
I tie my cleats,
stretch my muscles,
kick my soccer ball,
score my goals,

high-five my teammates,
and listen to my coach.
This is my field hat.

I wear one hat when I am dreaming.
I slay dragons,
run from thieves,
get lost in busy cities,
grow wings and fly,
produce powerful potions,
and scare myself.
This is my dream hat.

I wear many hats when I am me.
I shift and change,
fit the situation,
use different skills,
discover all the sides,
become what I need,
and decide who I want to be.
These are my many hats.



1. The narrator in this poem says he “wears many hats.” This phrase is an example of:
a. onomatopoeia
b. simile
c. personification
d. idiom

2. What does it mean to “wear many hats?” Use at least two details from the poem to 
support your answer.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read this line: 
“produce powerful potions”

This is an example of:

a. metaphor
b. alliteration
c. simile
d. personification

4. Pick one stanza and describe what the poet makes you visualize with the language she uses. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Figurative Language
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
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Figurative Language
Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
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5. Is this poem structured or free-verse? How do you know? Use information about the line 
lengths, stanza lengths, rhyme scheme, repetition, and meter to support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Cite one word or phrase in this poem that uses imagery. Which sense does it target? How 
does it add to the poem’s effectiveness?
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is the overall meaning of this poem? Use at least two details from the poem to 
support your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Fog
by Carl Sandburg

The fog comes
on little cat feet.

It sits looking
over harbor and city
on silent haunches
and then moves on.

1. How does Carl Sandburg use personification in this poem? 
Give two examples from the text. What is the purpose of the 
personification, and how does it contribute to the meaning?

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

2. Read the following lines from “Roses”. 
 
“They would fall as light
As feathers, smelling sweet;” 

What is the poet describing in these lines?

a. a rose garden
b. feathers blowing in the wind
c. rain falling gently from the sky
d. roses falling from the sky like 

feathers
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Roses
by George Eliot

You love the roses - so do I. I wish
The sky would rain down roses, as they rain
From off the shaken bush. Why will it not?
Then all the valley would be pink and white
And soft to tread on. They would fall as light
As feathers, smelling sweet; and it would be
Like sleeping and like waking, all at once!

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

TEST: Poetry

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________Poetry



3. How does William Shakespeare use metaphors in this poem? Give two examples from the 
text. What is the purpose of the metaphors, and how do they contribute to the mood?

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which of the following is an 
example of a simile in “November 
Night”?

a. “Listen. .”
b. “With faint dry sound,”
c. “Like steps of passing  

ghosts,”
d. “The leaves, frost-

crisp’d,”

by William Shakespeare

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players; 
They have their exits and their entrances, 
And one man in his time plays many parts. 

Figurative Language
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November Night
by Adelaide Crapsey

Listen. .
With faint dry sound,
Like steps of passing ghosts,
The leaves, frost-crisp'd, break from the trees
And fall.

Explain what this simile is comparing.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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