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The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures are scientific, quantitative text levels. When the 
Lexile of a text is measured, specific, measurable attributes of the text are considered, 
including, but not limited to, word frequency, sentence length, and text cohesion. These are 
difficult attributes for humans to evaluate, so a computer measures them. 

Florida B.E.S.T. State Standards uses Lexile level bands as one measure of text complexity. 
Text complexity ranges ensure students are college and career ready by the end of 12th

grade. Lexile measures help educators scaffold and differentiate instruction as well as monitor 
reading growth. 

Keep in mind when using any leveled text that many students will need scaffolding and 
support to reach text at the high end of their grade band. According to Appendix A of the 
Florida B.E.S.T. Standards, “It is important to recognize that scaffolding often is entirely 
appropriate. The expectation that scaffolding will occur with particularly challenging texts is 
built into the Standards’ grade-by-grade text complexity expectations, for example. The 
general movement, however, should be toward decreasing scaffolding and increasing 
independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”

Grade Band Lexile® Bands Aligned to 
Common Core Expectations

K-1 N/A

2-3 420L-820L

4-5 740L-1010L

6-8 925L-1185L

ABOUT LEXILE LEVELS
MagiCore is a certified Lexile® Partner. These texts are officially measured 
and approved by Lexile and MetaMetrics® to ensure appropriate rigor and 
differentiation for students. 

independence both within and across the text complexity bands defined in the Standards.”
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Text Structure- How a text is set up or organized 
Text Structure

Text Structure Ask Yourself: Clues Example

Description Is the text 
describing something 
to help the reader 
visualize?

• Sensory details
• Adjectives

I bit into my sandwich. I 
immediately felt my jaws stick 
together from the think, gooey 
peanut butter. Then the cold and 
sweet burst of berries filled my 
mouth as I bit into the jelly. 

Chronology - What events 
happened in the 
order they 
occurred?
- What is the 
timeline of events?

• Dates, years, time
• Signal words like 

"before," "after," 
"during," "in the 
past," "in the 
future"

In the early 1900s, the peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich became 
popular. In the 1920s, this sandwich 
became popular with children. 

Sequence Is the text telling me 
the sequence or 
order of steps?

• Key Words: first, 
next, finally

First, gather all your ingredients 
and materials. You'll need two slices 
of bread, peanut butter, jelly, and 
a butter knife. Next, place the 
bread on a clean surface.

Compare and 
Contrast

Is the text explaining 
how things are alike 
and different?

Key Words: alike, 
different, both, 
similarly

Peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
are similar to grilled cheese 
sandwiches because both 
sandwiches have been loved by 
children for decades. 

Cause and 
Effect

Is the text explaining 
why something 
happened and the 
end result?

Key Words: because, 
why, reason, as a 
result, since, due to

Dr. John Harvey Kellogg invented 
peanut butter because he wanted 
his patients without teeth to have 
a healthy protein.

Problem and 
Solution

Is the text 
presenting a problem 
and explaining a way 
to fix it?

Key Words: problem, 
solution

Peanut butter used to be difficult 
to make. People would use meat 
grinders to grind peanuts into a 
paste to spread on bread. In 1903, 
Dr. Ambrose Straub invented a 
peanut butter making machine to 
make the process easier. 

1. 2. 3. 
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Nonfiction Text 
Features

Nonfiction authors use text features to help 
the reader understand the text.

Types of Text Features:

1. Text features that are part of a text
• Shows reader how text is organized
• Tells reader what sections are about

2. Navigating text features
• Tells reader what pages to find topics or words 

on

3. Text features that support the text
• Gives reader additional information about text
• May include images such as photos, illustrations, 

maps, diagrams, etc.

4. Special print
• Draws attention to important vocabulary words
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Nonfiction authors use text features to help 
the reader understand the text.

Types of Text Features:

1. Text features that are part of a text
Shows reader how text is organized
Tells reader what sections are about

2. Navigating text features
Tells reader what pages to find topics or words 
on

3. Text features that support the text
Gives reader additional information about text
May include images such as photos, illustrations, 
maps, diagrams, etc.

4. Special print
Draws attention to important vocabulary words



Arbor Day
Arbor Day is a holiday for planting and caring for trees. Trees are important 

because they give oxygen, food, and shelter to living things. Arbor Day happens all around the 
world. The first Arbor Day was in Spain. There was a big festival that began with planting a 
tree, and it was followed by a large feast. 

The first Arbor Day in America was on April 10, 1872. One million trees were 
planted in Nebraska. Birdsey Northrop spread the tradition of Arbor Day across the world. 
He brought this holiday to Japan in 1883. Soon after, he spread Arbor Day to Australia, 
Canada, and Europe. 

Today, Arbor Day is celebrated in many countries. In Belgium, International Day 
of Tree Planting is celebrated on March 21. In Brazil, Arbor Day is on September 21, and 
school children plant trees to help the environment. In China, March 12 is Arbor Day. Every 
Chinese citizen is expected to plant 3-5 trees each year. 

It is important to remember the importance of trees every day. Celebrate 
Arbor Day by planting trees in your community. 

Arbor Day Tree Planting in California 2011

1883
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Arbor Day to 

Japan

1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 2050

1805
First Arbor Day 
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A pine tree grows in 15-20 years.

tree, and it was followed by a large feast. 
The first Arbor Day in America was on April 10, 1872. One million trees were 

planted in Nebraska. Birdsey Northrop spread the tradition of Arbor Day across the world. 
He brought this holiday to Japan in 1883. Soon after, he spread Arbor Day to Australia, 
Canada, and Europe. 

Today, Arbor Day is celebrated in many countries. In Belgium, International Day 
of Tree Planting is celebrated on March 21. In Brazil, Arbor Day is on September 21, and 
school children plant trees to help the environment. In China, March 12 is Arbor Day. Every 
Chinese citizen is expected to plant 3-5 trees each year. 

It is important to remember the importance of trees every day. Celebrate 
Arbor Day by planting trees in your community. 
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1. What is the purpose of the pine tree diagram? Describe one thing you learned from this 
diagram that you did not learn from the text. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What information does the graph show that is not in the text? (Choose all that apply.)

a. Four oak trees were planted.
b. Twenty-five elm trees were planted.
c. Thirty maple trees were planted.
d. It shows how many trees were planted on Arbor Day in 2011 in California.

3. What information does the text include that the images do not? 

a. It takes a pine tree 15-20 years to grow. 
b. Arbor Day is celebrated in many countries. 
c. The first Arbor Day in America was on April 10, 1872. 
d. One million trees were planted in Nebraska on the first Arbor Day. 

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 
Text Features & Structure

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What information does the graph show that is not in the text? (Choose all that apply.)

Four oak trees were planted.
Twenty-five elm trees were planted.
Thirty maple trees were planted.
It shows how many trees were planted on Arbor Day in 2011 in California.

3. What information does the text include that the images do not? 

It takes a pine tree 15-It takes a pine tree 15-It takes a pine tree 15 20 years to grow. 
Arbor Day is celebrated in many countries. 



4. What is the timeline showing?

a. the history of Arbor Day in Japan
b. how long it takes for a pine tree to grow
c. important events in the past around Arbor Day
d. the events that occur on Arbor Day in America

5. What information does the timeline show that is not in the text? (Choose all that apply.)

a. The Arbor Day Foundation was formed in 1972. 
b. In 2001, the oak tree became America’s national tree. 
c. Birdsey Northrop brought Arbor Day to Japan in 1883. 
d. In China, March 12 is Arbor Day. Every Chinese citizen is expected to plant 

3-5 trees each year. 

6. What is the main text structure of this passage? Use one quote from the text to 
support your response. How does the text structure contribute to the meaning of the text?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________
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the events that occur on Arbor Day in America

5. What information does the timeline show that is not in the text? (Choose all that apply.)

The Arbor Day Foundation was formed in 1972. 
In 2001, the oak tree became America’s national tree. 
Birdsey Northrop brought Arbor Day to Japan in 1883. 
In China, March 12 is Arbor Day. Every Chinese citizen is expected to plant 
-5 trees each year. 

6. What is the main text structure of this passage? Use one quote from the text to 
support your response. How does the text structure contribute to the meaning of the text?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________



The Great Depression

The decade of the 1920s was a time of wealth. Many Americans moved to 
cities hoping to find jobs, which made cities in America thrive. While the cities were doing 
very well, rural areas began to struggle. Farmers were very poor. As a result, on 
September 4, 1929, stock market prices dropped. The stock market is a place where 
ownership in companies is bought and sold. People began to distrust the stock market. Many 
sold their stocks. 

Due to people selling their stocks, the stock market crashed on October 29, 1929. 
Because of the stock market crash, many people lost a lot of money. Some people lost 
everything they owned. Many companies went out of business, which caused many people to 
lose their jobs. People were unable to find jobs, so they became homeless. About half of the 
children in the United States did not have enough food or shelter. Many people became very 
sick. Because of the crash, trading with other countries decreased. Other countries were 
soon affected by this time that became known as the Great Depression. Most countries did 
not recover from the Great Depression until after World War II. 

750L
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School in Alabama, 1935
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very well, rural areas began to struggle. Farmers were very poor. As a result, on 
September 4, 1929, stock market prices dropped. The stock market is a place where 
ownership in companies is bought and sold. People began to distrust the stock market. Many 
sold their stocks. 

Due to people selling their stocks, the stock market crashed on October 29, 1929. 
Because of the stock market crash, many people lost a lot of money. Some people lost 
everything they owned. Many companies went out of business, which caused many people to 
lose their jobs. People were unable to find jobs, so they became homeless. About half of the 
children in the United States did not have enough food or shelter. Many people became very 
sick. Because of the crash, trading with other countries decreased. Other countries were 
soon affected by this time that became known as the Great Depression. Most countries did 
not recover from the Great Depression until after World War II. 
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1. What is the author’s main point of “The Great Depression”?

a. People were wealthy in the 1920s. 
b. People lost money in the stock market crash. 
c. Other countries were affected by the Great Depression.
d. The Great Depression was caused by the stock market crash.

2. What was a major cause of the Great Depression?

a. Children were hungry.
b. People were homeless.
c. The stock market crashed.
d. Trading with other countries decreased.

3. The diagram below lists one cause and one effect that were described in the article. 
Complete the diagram by writing one more cause and one more effect that were described 
in the article. 

4. How do the photographs help the reader comprehend this passage?
a. The photographs show the problem of The Great Depression and how the 

problems were solved. 
b. The photographs compare how life was different during The Great 

Depression. 
c. The photographs help the reader see the impact of The Great Depression.
d. The photographs help the reader know what it was like to go to school in 

Alabama in 1935. 

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color indicated. 

Causes Effects

People in rural areas were poor. Stock market prices dropped. 

Text Features & Structure

Other countries were affected by the Great Depression.
The Great Depression was caused by the stock market crash.

2. What was a major cause of the Great Depression?

Children were hungry.
People were homeless.
The stock market crashed.
Trading with other countries decreased.

3. The diagram below lists one cause and one effect that were described in the article. 
Complete the diagram by writing one more cause and one more effect that were described 
in the article. 

4. How do the photographs help the reader comprehend this passage?
The photographs show the problem of The Great Depression and how the 

Causes Effects

People in rural areas were poor. Stock market prices dropped. 
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5. Why were other countries impacted by the Great Depression?

a. People were homeless.
b. People sold their stocks.
c. Children didn’t have food or shelter.
d. Trading with other countries decreased.

6. Why did the Great Depression cause children to become hungry and homeless? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

7. What is the main text structure of this passage? Use one quote from the text to 
support your response. How does the text structure contribute to the meaning of the 
text?
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Text Features & Structure

Trading with other countries decreased.

6. Why did the Great Depression cause children to become hungry and homeless? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

7. What is the main text structure of this passage? Use one quote from the text to 
support your response. How does the text structure contribute to the meaning of the 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. Why did the Great Depression cause children to become hungry and homeless? 
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