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Unit 8 Instructions
Time Commitment
This unit includes 9 days of lessons. It should take about thirty minutes for each 
social studies lesson. 

This resource includes a Google Slides presentation. The presentation can easily 
be converted to PowerPoint. This presentation is meant to be used as a whole-
class presentation, rather than a student activity. 

Click here to access 
the Google Slides 

Presentation. 
Please Note: This 

presentation should 
be used in “Present” 

mode. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15ni3-p69XmVyeaWd07m80Oe12DYZbjNqgJd2MXLIHEM/copy
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Unit 8: Contributions of Immigrants
Preparation:
• Print the vocabulary cards, student books, and worksheets before beginning. Each student will need their 

own copy of the book and worksheets. 
• Picture Book or YouTube Read-Aloud: 

 Dancing Hands by Margarita Engle
 The Boy Who Thought Outside The Box by Marcie Wessels
 God Bless America by Adah Nuchi
 Paper Son by Julie Leung

• Prepare your technology to present the PowerPoint presentation and view the videos. 

Day 1: Tell students that this unit is about how immigrants have contributed to America. We will be learning 
about how immigrants from the past and present help America be a diverse and wonderful society. Show 
students the vocabulary cards to introduce key vocabulary words. Distribute the K.W.L. chart. Have students 
share what they know about immigrant contributions. Discuss what students are wondering or want to know. 
Tell students that at the end of this lesson, they will fill in what they learned. 

Day 2: Distribute the Contributions of Immigrants book. Tell students that you will be going through a 
presentation together and along the way, students will find clues to fill in their books. 

Begin the presentation. Review the key vocabulary, and review through slide 5 (Immigrant Contributions). 
While you go through the presentation, students should fill in their books. Give them time to color the 
pictures, as well. 

Day 3: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 7-8 (Teresa Carreño). Read the book Dancing 
Hands by Margarita Engle or use the YouTube link. Optional: You can also use the student printable passages 
instead of the PowerPoint. The printable passages provide more information.

Day 4: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 10-11 (Ralph Baer). Read the book The Boy Who 
Thought Outside The Box by Marcie Wessels or use the YouTube link.

Day 5: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 13-14 (Irving Berlin). Read the book God Bless 
America by Adah Nuchi or use the YouTube link.

Day 6: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 16-17 (Tyrus Wong). Read the book Paper Son by 
Julie Leung or use the YouTube link.

Day 7: Complete vocabulary review sheet. Allow students time to complete their books. 

Day 8: Students complete the reflections page.

Day 9: Give students the lesson quiz. Finally, work as a class to fill in the “L” portion of the K.W.L. Be sure to 
discuss any misconceptions students had about immigrants and their impact on America.
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KWL: Immigration Today
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Before beginning this unit, discuss what you already know about this topic. What 
do you hope to learn? At the end of the unit, fill in what you learned. Was your 
prior knowledge correct? 

K.
What do you know about how 

immigrants contributed to 
America?

W.
What do you want to learn 
about immigrants and their 
contributions to America?

L.
What did you learn about the 

impacts immigrants have had on 
America?
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Teresa Carreño
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Teresa Carreño was born in 1853 in 
Caracas, Venezuela. She was born into a musical 
family. Her father gave her lessons from an early 
age. 

 In 1862, the Carreño family immigrated to 
New York City due to the revolution in Venezuela. 
Teresa studied piano with a few well-known 
pianists of her time. At eight-years-old, Carreño 
made her musical debut at Irving Hall. She 
continued to perform concerts across the 
northeast and mid-Atlantic U.S. In 1863, Teresa 
Carreño performed for President Abraham 
Lincoln at the White House. 
 

Carreño at piano in 1917

In the following years, Teresa Carreño 
continued to tour the world. She got married and 
had children while continuing to have a successful 
concert career. In 1916, she once again made an 
appearance at the White House to perform for 
President Woodrow Wilson. She also composed 
about 75 works for piano. 

 Teresa Carreño became one of the most 
well-known female pianists of her time. 



1. Who is the story about? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2. When did she live? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Where is she from? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why did she leave? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. Where did she immigrate to? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

6. What challenges did she face? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Teresa Carreño



7. What did she do? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8. What were her interests or gifts? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

9. What were her big accomplishments? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

10. What character traits helped this person succeed? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

11. How did Teresa Carreño contribute to America? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
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How to Print Booklet

Under the print menu, select the pages you would 
like to print. Check the “booklet” option. If you 
prefer, you can also select “Multiple” and print 4 
pages per page. Select if you would like to print 
double or single-sided. 
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By: 
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Immigration Today

___________________ has been an 
important p iece of America 
throughout h istory.  Immigrants 
strengthen the _____________ .  Many 
work in key jobs ,  start the ir own 
bus inesses ,  and deve lop new 
products .  Immigrants br ing 
_____________ to our country.  We 
can a l l  en joy d iverse foods,  mus ic ,  
ce lebrat ions ,  and ways of th ink ing .
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Immigrants Make a Difference
Immigrants make smal l  and large 

______________ .  Here are some 
immigrants who have he lped shape 
America .  

Wr i te  the  peop l e ’ s  names  under  the i r  
p i cture .  
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Vocabulary Sort
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Match the vocabulary words to the definitions. 

I n c l u d i n g  p e o p l e  f r o m  a  
r a n g e  o f  d i f fe r e n t  

b a c k g r o u n d s .  

T h e  c u s t o m s ,  a r t s ,  
r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  h a b i t s  o f  

a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e .

A  l e g a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  
i n h a b i t a n t  o f  a  c o u n t r y .  

A  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  
d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  h i s  o r  
h e r  h o m e  t o  m o v e  t o  a  

n e w  c o u n t r y  t o  l i v e .  

Write a paragraph summarizing this unit. Use each of the vocabulary words. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Reflections
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Think about the stories of immigrants you read about. Write one paragraph 
comparing and contrasting the experiences of these people and characters. 
Write another paragraph reflecting on what you learned through these stories.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Quiz
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. Some words may be used 
more than once. 

  diverse  citizens  culture   immigrants
  

___________________ have come to America throughout history. Many 

____________________ come to America to become helpful ___________________. 

Their ________________________ and way of life contributes to our country. 

Immigrants help make America a __________________ and beautiful country.  

Think about the people you learned the stories of in this unit. Write a response 
about how their character traits help them succeed and contribute to America’s 
society. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Julie@magicorelearning.com 

https://www.pinterest.com/magicorelearning/_shop/

https://www.instagram.com/magicorelearning/

https://www.facebook.com/MagiCoreLearning/

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/magi
core 
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