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Challenge #1

Read the passage and answer the
vocabulary questions.

2. Use your answer{ e
world's grea’res’t\
help you spot the

After the challenae

L How do groundhogs usually live?

mc'\sor‘S Y

a. alone

b. in groups incisors js warm tte

c. in colonies hen digg" e ith theit eating habite

d. near water h eek 10 eep P i and roofs to
grow 2 on leaves: frees: S
Ground\\ogs must € ot $iget 100 long:

2 Read the sentence from the passage.
o They Prefer ‘

When the weather is warm, the inci Mg ke sure meric v’

What I the meaning of incisors at It Is usey = . e grovnd | .

a. hairs w%(' o0S. The et WS i 4 4 D o
b. claws Y 0 20{: '

c. teeth . . y
d. eyes

Tt is lso called a woodchuck.
What is ancther word for the underlined word In the sentence?
a hibernate
b. incisor
c. burrow

d. groundhog
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Challenge #3

1 Read the passage and answer the
vocabulary questions.
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Groundhog Day

Groundhog Day s celebrated on February 2nd. On this day, a groundhog
becomes a meteorologist. People think the famous groundhog can accurately
predict how many more weeks of winter there will be. If the groundhog scees
its shadow when it comes out of its burrow, it gets frightened. The fear

comes from the fact that groundhogs are winter hibernators. Sunshine cousing
a shadow means the groundhog should still be hibernating. The groundhog,
therefore, pops back into its burrow. This means six more weeks of winter
weather. If the groundhog does not see its shadow, an early spring is on the way.
The Christian tradition of Candlemas may have started Groundhog Day. Candlemas was a tim
church would hand out candles. These candles would iluminate the darkness of a long and cold winte =
said thot If clear skies were seen on Cand more cold weather was chead. Germans added to |
B by choosing o hedgehog s a weather predictor, If the hedgehog cast
they believed it would snow all the way o May. When Germans came to \
and settled in Pennsylvania, they brought this tradition with them, They
groundhogs because they were more abundant in America.
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3 Versions

Groundhog Day

Groundhog Day is celebrated on February 2nd. On this day, a groundhog
becomes a meteorologist. People think the famous groundhog can accurately
predict how many more weeks of winter there will be. If the groundhog sees
its shadow when it comes out of its burrow, it gets frightened. The fear
comes from the fact that groundhogs are winter hibernators. Sunshine causing
a shadow means the groundhog should still be hibernating. The groundhog,

therefore, pops back into its burrow. This means six more weeks of winter

weather. If the groundhog does not see its shadow, an early spring is on the way.

)

The Christian tradition of Candlemas may have started Groundhog Day. Candlemas was a time when the

church would hand out candles. These candles would illuminate the darkness of a long and cold winter. It was

said that if clear skies were seen on Candlemas, more cold weather was chead. Germans added to this custom
by choosing a hedgehog as a weather predictor. If the hedgehog cast its shadow,
they believed it would snow all the way fo May. When Germans came to America
and settled in Pennsylvania, they brought this tradition with them. They switched to
| groundhogs because they were more abundant in America.

The first Groundhog Day occurred in 1887 in Pennsylvania. A newspaper editor

ue weather-predicting
eir predicting. Other

ars as well. People

ree-day celebration.
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Groundhogs

A groundhog is a large ground squirrel. It is also called a
woodchuck. Groundhogs are rodents. They are about I7 to 24
inches long and weigh about 13 pounds. Groundhogs have tails that
are 7 to 10 inches long. Thick fur keeps groundhogs warm. Their

fur can be brown or black. Long whiskers assist groundhogs in
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€ | How do groundhogs usudlly live?

Alone In groups In colonies Near water
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Challenge #1

+hen click on each clue and answer the questions. Answer
will give you the clues to solve the challenge!

Click on the
carefully,

What animal tracker pr

book to read the text,
because the right answers

oved to be the most helpful fo you?




After each challenge, dlick on a clue to paste it info your,

journal. These clues
wil lead you straight o the groundhog!
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. Howdo groundhogs usually live? Q
a dlone
b. in groups
o in colonies

d near wafer

2. Read the sentence from the passage- O
When the weather is worim the incisors grow each week o keep up with their eating habits.

What is the meaning of incisors ot it is used in the sentence?
a. hairs

b. claws

e teeth

d. eyes

3. Read thes

d. groundheg
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Seasonal/Holiday
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Let’s Travell: Pennsylvania

Describe Pennsylvania's importance
of the United States of America.

in the history
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2 INTEGRATES
READING

Let's Explorel: What is Groundhog Day?

Groundhog Day is celebrated each year on February 2nd. On this day people rely
on the groundhog to predict the weather for the next six weeks. According to folklore, if
the groundhog comes out of his burrow on this day and sees his shadow there will be
winter for six more weeks. However, if he does not see his shadow, then spring will
come early.

This celebration is popular in North America. The tradition of Groundhog Day
came from German settlers. In 1886, a Pennsylvania newspaper declared February 2nd
as Groundhog Day, naming the local groundhog as Punxsutawney Phil. Since then the
day and tradition has spread throughout the United States, but the largest celebration
takes place in Punxsutawney, PA each year.

Highlight in the passage where the answers to the questions below can be found.

When is Groundhog Day celebrated?

. What does the holiday predict?

., Where does the largest Groundhog Day celebration take place?

. Who started the holiday tradition?
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SCIENCE:

Let's Explore: What are shadows?
| Name three different sources of light.

2 What are the 7 different colors that we see light in? Lights and Shad ows

3. What makes a shadow?

Y4 Why are shadows different shapes?
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Following the Sun

Watch the video to learn more about how
shadows can change throughout the day.

Explain how the sun's position in the sky relates fo the shape,

size, and direction of a shadow.
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MAKE PREDICTIONS AND
WATCH THE FOOTAGE

Let’s Predict

Do you think Punxsutawney Phil will see his shadow this year? Knowing the weather might help you make
an accurate prediction. Click the photo to view the current weather forecast in the city. Then, make your
prediction below.

Explain your prediction. Why do you think there

will be an early Spring or longer Winter?
(\, & pedict...

T — Six more
4 weeks of
54 Winter
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