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4 Reading Challenges

Are the Groundhog's Predictions Accurate?

Punxsutawney Phi, o groundhog, has been forecasting weather cince 1887, Every February 2 Phi's prediction skills
are requosted If he sees his chadow after departing his burrow In the ground, winter otill has six more weeks of cold

and potentially snowy weather. If he doesn't ce e
predictions from this Pennsylvoni rodent? A R

Let's just say you could flip a coin and accurately predict whether 53 ./

it would lond on heads or alls more than Phil hos been right
about the weather!
Punxeutawney Phi's predictions over the yeors | Always
boen in keeping with octual weather dato. According
Almanac, the famous groundhog has only been corre
forecast 3 of the time. After 1969 when weather
improved, Phil's accuracy dropped fo an even lower

Guessing a coin toss hos o 507 accuracy rat




3 Versions

Are the Groundhog's Predictions Accurate?

Punxsutawney Phil, a groundhog, has been forecasting weather since 1887, Every February 2, Phil's prediction skills

are requested. If he sees his shadow after departing his burrow in the ground, winter still has six more weeks of cold

and potentially snowy weather. If he doesn’t see his shadow, spring is in close proximity. Just how accurate are these
predictions from this Pennsylvania rodent? ?

Let’s just say you could flip a coin and accurately predict whether
it would land on heads or tails more than Phil has been right

about the weather!

Punxsutawney Phil's predictions over the years haven't always
been in keeping with actual weather data. According to Stormfax
Almanac, the famous groundhog has only been correct about his winter

forecast 39/ of the time. After 1969 when weather data collection

improved, Phil’s accuracy dropped fo an even lower 36/.
Guessing a coin foss has a S0/ accuracy rate. You can clearly recognize that that’s better than Phil's score. Let’s
cut Phil a break, though. We can only analyze the times he’s foretold of an early spring. When he didn't observe his

shadow, his forecast was correct 47/ of the time. That’s a huge improvement! What actual, human meteorologists strive

for in their forecasts, however, is 607 accuracy.

to the early years.

dorable with their

Groundhog Day

Groundhog Day is celebrated every year on February
= 2nd. On this day, a groundhog becomes an esteemed
meteorologist. People consider the famous groundhog to be
skilled in predicting how many more weeks of winter there wil
be. The belief is that if the groundhog sees its shadow when it
comes out of its burrow on this day, it gets frightened. The

fear comes from the fact that groundhogs are winter

&) Y Read the sentence from the passage.
On this day, a groundhog becomes an esteemed meteorologist.
What is the meaning of the underlined word in the sentence?

intelligent educated respected friendly
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Challenge #1

+hen click on each clue and answer the questions. Answer
will give you the clues to solve the challenge!

Click on the
carefully,

What animal tracker pr

book to read the text,
because the right answers

oved to be the most helpful fo you?




After each challenge, dlick on a clue to paste it info your,
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wil lead you straight o the groundhog!
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How do groundhogs usually lm?(i)
a. dlone -
b. in groups
. high above ground

4. near water

2. Read the gentence from the passage: )

When the weather is warmm incit sixteenth of an inch each week fo
keep up with groundhogs’ robust eating habits.
What is the meaning of the word robustas it is used in the gentence?
a. imporfuni
b. interesting
c. vigorous
d. vivid
Which of the following sentences Fr\;Tn—ihe text best helps you Jisualize a groundhog’s habitat?
a. "Groundhogs rake their homes in North America”
b. “Groundhogs belong to the rodent family.”
c. “They are widespread in their habitats”

d “Groundhogs prefer woodland areas. and the burrows they make
in the ground can be 6 feet wide and 20 feet deep.”
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Let’s Travell: Pennsylvania

Describe Pennsylvania's importance
of the United States of America.

in the history
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2 INTEGRATES
READING

Let's Explorel: What is Groundhog Day?

Groundhog Day is celebrated each year on February 2nd. On this day people rely
on the groundhog to predict the weather for the next six weeks. According to folklore, if
the groundhog comes out of his burrow on this day and sees his shadow there will be
winter for six more weeks. However, if he does not see his shadow, then spring will
come early.

This celebration is popular in North America. The tradition of Groundhog Day
came from German settlers. In 1886, a Pennsylvania newspaper declared February 2nd
as Groundhog Day, naming the local groundhog as Punxsutawney Phil. Since then the
day and tradition has spread throughout the United States, but the largest celebration
takes place in Punxsutawney, PA each year.

Highlight in the passage where the answers to the questions below can be found.

When is Groundhog Day celebrated?

. What does the holiday predict?

., Where does the largest Groundhog Day celebration take place?

. Who started the holiday tradition?
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SCIENCE:

Let's Explore: What are shadows?
| Name three different sources of light.

2 What are the 7 different colors that we see light in? Lights and Shad ows

3. What makes a shadow?

Y4 Why are shadows different shapes?
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Following the Sun

Watch the video to learn more about how
shadows can change throughout the day.

Explain how the sun's position in the sky relates fo the shape,

size, and direction of a shadow.
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MAKE PREDICTIONS AND
WATCH THE FOOTAGE

Let’s Predict

Do you think Punxsutawney Phil will see his shadow this year? Knowing the weather might help you make
an accurate prediction. Click the photo to view the current weather forecast in the city. Then, make your
prediction below.

Explain your prediction. Why do you think there

will be an early Spring or longer Winter?
(\, & pedict...

T — Six more
4 weeks of
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