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What is a Government?

A government is a group of people that rule a territory, according

to the law. The territory may be a country, a state, or a region.
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Federal Laws

Federal laws are laws that are the same for everyone living in the
United States. Both branches of Congress must pass federal laws.

These laws include:
3

* Immigration law

* Bankruptcy law

* Social Security and Supplemental Security Income
laws

* Federal anti-discrimination and civil rights laws

* Patent and copyright laws

* Federal criminal laws

Interstate Commerce

State Government

All 50 states have their own system of laws. They also have their
own courts. State laws are put into place by state legislature and
signed by the governor. These are some laws that vary depending

on the state

* Criminal matters
Family matters
* Welfare, public assistance, or Medicaid matters
* Wills, inheritances, and estates
* Real estate and other property
* Business contracts
* Personal injuries

®* Workers compensation for injuries at work

Local Government

Local governments include counties or cities and towns. In the local

government, mayors, city councils, and other governing bodies are
elected by the people. They pass laws that directly impact the local

community including
s

* Public health and safety
* Parking




Career
Spotlight

Research

Read about the current justices here. Fill in the graphic
organizer with facts about three justices of your choice.

The Supreme Court is an important part of
the United States Government. It is the highest

level of court that exists in the country.

The Supreme Court interprets and protects
the Constitution of the United States.
Therefore, the nine Supreme Court justices are

in charge of ensuring justice under the law for

the American people.
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Since 1869, there have been nine
justices at all times. This number |
was determined by Congress l
because the Constitution does not

require a specific number.
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Quiz
the blanks with the words from the word bank. Some words may be used
than once.
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is a group of people that rule a territory according

v. America has a democracy, where the citizens choose elected officials to

sent them. _&0wvS____ are enacted to protect citizens. The
)*E_ﬂ:_QsL ________ government makes laws for the entire country to follow. The
t“&

governments make laws specific to states. The local government makes
for counties, cities, or towns. All three work together to create a safe and

ictive society.

Government

/ernment é Government Helps Us
nent has :}'}\,&B,?»__ List three ways the government helps us.
h branch below.
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Carries out laws

(president, vice

president, cabinet)
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Match the vocabulary words to the definitions.
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X Unit Instructions

?f Time Commitment
This unit includes |0 days of lessons. It should take about thirty minutes for

each social studies lesson.

This resource includes a Google Slides presentation. The presentation can easily
be converted to PowerPoint. This presentation is meant to be used as a whole-

class presentation, rather than a student activity.

Click here to access
_ the Google Slides

, = ; ‘ Presentation.
e — Please Note: This
/.llllllllllllllllll pr\esenfqﬁon should

Wl lafieT TT T\ BT EY Y
be used in "Present”
mode.
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Unit 1: The Purpose of Government

Preparation:
* Print the vocabulary cards, student books, and worksheets before beginning. Each student will
need their own copy of the book and worksheets.

* Picture Book or Read Aloud: What If Everybody Did That? by Ellen Javernic

* Prepare your technology to present the PowerPoint presentation and view the videos.

Day I:

Tell students that this unit is about the purpose of government. We will be learning about why we
have government and how the government serves citizens. Show students the vocabulary cards to
introduce key vocabulary words. Distribute the K.W.L. chart. Have students share what they know
about immigration. Discuss what students are wondering or want to know. Tell students that they will
fill in what they learned at the end of this lesson.

Day 2:
Read Aloud: What If Everybody Did That? by Ellen Javernic. Read this picture book and discuss the

importance of rules and laws.

Day 3:
Distribute the Purpose of Government book. Tell students that you will be going through a

presentation together ‘and along the way, students will find clues to fill inltheir books.

Begin the presentation. Review the key vocabulary, and review through slide 6 (The Role of Laws).
While you go through the presentation, students should fill in their books. Give them time to color the

pictures, as well. ‘

|
Day Y: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides 8-10 (Local Government).
Day S: Review the vocabulary. Complete presentation slides II-I3.

Day 6: Complete vocabulary review sheet. Allow students time to complete their books.

Day 7: Reread What If Everybody Did That? by Ellen Javernic. Have students work in groups to

complete the activities to brainstorm what might happen if everyone.ignored laws.

Day 8-9: Career Spotlight: Supreme Court Justice.

Day 10: Give students the lesson quiz. Finally, work as a class to fill in the “L” portion of the K.W.L. C

Be sure to discuss any misconceptions students had about the purpose of the government. C
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Vocabulary

Government Federal
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Name: Date:

KWL: The Purpose of Government

Before beginning this unit, discuss what you already know about this topic. What
do you hope to learn? At the end of the unit, fill in what you learned. Was your

prior knowledge correct?

K. W. L.

What do you know about the What do you want 1o learn What did you learn about the
purpose of the government? about the government? government?

G
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K How to Print Booklet
f‘

Under the print menu, select the pages you would
like to print. Check the “booklet” option. If you
prefer, you can also select “Multiple” and print Y
pages per page. Select if you would like to print

double or single-sided.
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What is a Government? w

A e __ is a groupof

people that rule a territory, according

to the law. The territory may be a
C

country, a state, or a region.
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People need _________.__________. |
Governments create and enforce
________ L aws are necessary for
society to work. Governments-keep
order. They also ______________ us.

Governments protect and provide for ¢

citizens.

Why Do People Form ﬂ
Governments?

CONGRESSIONAL ’

I
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$ Federal Government w
f
The federal government has _______

branches. Label each branch below.

A
il
_ Makes laws (Congress) \
T A —
o 71 ! ? 7]
o /0 o oA o o o
RN =000
E— :
|
Evaluates laws (Supreme U gdgy U
Court and other cour’rsi\ NN ﬂ L || A
E=— =
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Carries out laws

(president, vice ;
} president, cabinet) '
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Federal Laws ﬂ

List three examples of federal laws.

OO

_______________ laws are laws that

are the same for everyone living

in the United States. Both

ranches of Congress must pass
C
federal laws.
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State Government w

List three examples of state laws.

OO

All S0 states have their own

system of ______. They alsohave

their own courts. State laws are

put into place by state legislature |
and signed by the _______________. ¢




R Local Government 'ﬂ

?{Lisi’ three examples of local laws.

Local governments include counties |
|
Or __ i\ ____ and ____.______. In

the local government, mayors, city

councils, and other governing bodies

are elected by the people. They
pass laws that directly impact the

QO

local community. ot ol




$ Laws Keep Us Safe ﬂ
f‘

List three ways laws help keep us safe.

C
C
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Government Helps Us

List three ways the government helps us.

;
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Name: Date:

% Read Aloud: What if Everybody Did That?

At the beginning of this unit, we read the book What If Everybody Did That? by

Ellen Javernic. Let’s look at some laws. Add a few pages to the book illustrating

what might happen if everyone broke the law.

Laws About Pets

Who makes laws about pets? What if everyone ignored laws
* Federal government about pets?

* State government

* |Local Government

QO




Name:
Date:

Supreme Court Justice

The Supreme Court is an important part of
the United States Government. Tt is the highest

level of court that exists in the country.

The Supreme Court interprets and protects
the Constitution of the United States.

Therefore, the nine Supreme Court justices are

in charge of ensuring justice under the law for

the American people.

Since/ the Supreme Court was
formed in the year [790, there have
been over one hundred justices (17

Chief Justices and 103 Associate

Justices). On average, justices serve |

on the court for |6 years (some |
serve for only a few years/and
others have served for 33 yearsl).
Since 1869, there have been nine
justices at all times./This number
was determined’by Congress

because the Constitution does not

require a specific number.

QO
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Career

Spotlight

Name:
Date:

Research

Read about the current justices here. Fill in the graphic

organizer with facts about three justices of your choice.

Name

Birthplace
and Year

School and
Work

President

Nomination
and Year of
Appointment

Other
Facts



https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/biographies.aspx

Name: Date:
K‘ -

}; Quiz

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. Some words may be used
more than once.

federal laws state government

___________________ is a group of people that rule a territory according
to law. America has a democracy, where the citizens choose elected officials to
represent them. _____________ are enacted to protect. citizens. The
____________________ government makes laws for the entire country to follow. The
___________ governments make laws specific to states. The local government makes
laws for counties, cities, or towns. All three work together to create a safe and

productive society.

Summarize the importance of the government. |

G
G
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Terms of Use

How Can I Use This Resource?

0

Thank you for trusting MagiCore. Our mission is to create resources that support teachers and
promote student success. Please note that this resource is licensed for use by a single teacher in a
classroom setting. If you need to use this resource with more than one teacher and/or across multiple
classrooms, additional licenses are available at a discount. You can purchase additional licenses by
visiting your TPT "Purchases” page and then selecting "Download Additional Licenses” or by contacting
me at julie@magicorelearning.com.

@ D
J

Good to Go

Use this resource personally or with your own children.
Use this resource in your own classroom with your
students.

Provide this resource fo your students to use at your
instruction.

Print and/or copy for use in your own classroom.
Provide printed pages to a substitute teacher with the
sole purpose of instructing your students.

Share with your students via a secure document portal
or electronic learning platform that requires individual
user verification and limits access to only the students
in your own classroom (e.g. Google Classroom).

Review this resource with others with the sole purpose
of recommending it to others for purchase, provided

you share one of the links below:

https://magicorelearning.com/

<

@I
')

Not O.K.

Share with others to use personally.
Share with others to use in another
classroom.

Print or copy any page(s) and distribute
them to other teachers or other
classrooms.

Publish or host online in @ manner where
any of the material is accessible to
anyone who is not a student in your own
classroom,, including but not limited to
personal, classroom, or district websites
that are accessible to the general public.
Use this resource commercially (e.g.
Outschool).

Publish, sell, or otherwise distribute this
product to anyone in manner inconsistent

with these terms of use.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Magicore

© Copyright 2022. All rights reserved. The unlicensed reproduction or distribution of this product is strictly prohibited. Permission is granted
to the original purchaser or licensee to make copies to use with students and/or to assign to students digitally providing it is only available to
students assigned directly to the purchaser. Placing this product in any manner that makes it accessible to the general public is strictly
forbidden. Commercial use, including but not limited to online or in person classes, is prohibited. Contact julie@magicorelearning.com for
commercial licensing information. Sharing without permission or hosting online in a public manner is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA). These terms may be updated at any time. You can see the most up to date Terms of Use at

https://magicorelearning.com/terms-of -use.



Let’s Connect!
www.commonhcorekingdom.com

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Com
mon-Core-Kingdom

https://www.facebook.com/CommonCoreKingdom/

https://www.instagram.com/commoncorekingdom

https://www.pinterest.com/cckingdom/pins/

Julie@commoncorekingdom.com
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