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Unit 3 Instructions
Time Commitment
This unit includes 7 days of lessons. It should take about thirty minutes for each 
social studies lesson. 

This resource includes a Google Slides presentation. The presentation can easily 
be converted to PowerPoint. This presentation is meant to be used as a whole 
class presentation, rather than a student activity. 

Click here to access 
the Google Slides 

Presentation. 
Please Note: This 

presentation should 
be used in “Present” 

mode. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kQtDVJfDg8TrFG-acjndg0SN1XKxI83e0fTxKjnPwLc/copy
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Unit 3: Being a U.S. Citizen
Preparation:
• Print the vocabulary cards, student books, and worksheets before beginning. Each student 

will need their own copy of the book and worksheets. 
• Read-Aloud: What Can a Citizen Do? by Dave Eggers
• Prepare your technology to present the PowerPoint presentation and view videos. 

Day 1:
Tell students that this unit is about citizens of the United States of America. We will be 
learning about what citizens are and how someone becomes a citizen of the United States. Show 
students the vocabulary cards to introduce key vocabulary words. Distribute the K.W.L. chart. 
Have students share what they know about citizens. Discuss what students are wondering or 
want to know. Tell students that they will fill in what they learned at the end of this lesson. 

Day 2:
Distribute the Being A U.S. Citizen book. Tell students that you will be going through a 
presentation together, and along the way, students will find clues to fill in their books. 

Begin the presentation. Review the key vocabulary, and review through slide 7 (what you can be 
a citizen of). While you go through the presentation, students should fill in their books. Give 
them time to color the pictures, as well. 

Day 3: Review the vocabulary. Complete the presentation slides 8-11 (how to become a citizen). 

Day 4: Complete vocabulary review sheet. Allow students time to complete their books. 

Day 5: Read the book What Can a Citizen Do? by Dave Eggers. Allow students to reflect on the 
message of the story by completing the activity about what they can do as a citizen.

Day 6: Introduce the career spotlight: Mayor. Read the passage and have students reflect on 
what they would implement in their town or city if they had this career.

Day 7: Give students the lesson quiz. Finally, work as a class to fill in the “L” portion of the 
K.W.L. 
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Vocabulary

Citizen

Community

Citizenship

Naturalization
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KWL: Being a U.S. Citizen
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Before beginning this unit, discuss what you already know about this topic. What 
do you hope to learn? At the end of the unit, fill in what you learned. Was your 
prior knowledge correct? 

K.
What do you know about 

being a citizen?

W.
What do you want to learn 

about being a citizen?

L.
What did you learn about 

being a citizen?
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How to Print Booklet

Under the print menu, select the pages you would 
like to print. Check the “booklet” option. If you 
prefer, you can also select “Multiple” and print 4 
pages per page. Select if you would like to print 
double or single-sided. 
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By: 
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What is a citizen?

A cit izen is a member 
of a ______________ or 

community!



©Julie Bochese

Citizenship Through Birth

Any person born in the United 
States becomes an 

______________ c it izen !  This is 
cal led __________________ 

c it izenship .  Many countries in 
the world have th is r ight .
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Becoming A Citizen

No matter how someone 
_____________ a c it izen of the 

United States, it is an 
_____________ event .  Having so 
many people from around the 

___________ become part of th is 
country’s community is one th ing 

that makes the United States 
__________ !
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Vocabulary Sort
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Match the vocabulary words to the definitions. 

b e i n g  a  c i t i z e n  o f  a  
c e r t a i n  p l a c e  

a  m e m b e r  o f  a  g r o u p  
o r  c o m m u n i t y

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
b e c o m i n g  a n  A m e r i c a n  

c i t i z e n

Write a paragraph summarizing this unit. Use each of the vocabulary words. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  
t h a t  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  

i n  c o m m o n  
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Read-Aloud: What Can a Citizen Do?
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Read the book What Can a Citizen Do? by Dave Eggers. Use the activity below to 
reflect on the message of the story. Draw yourself in the circle. Then, use the 
spaces to write about what you can do as a citizen.
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Mayor

Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Date: ___________________

     A mayor is the head of a city or town. Mayors often 

carry out and make laws. They may be in charge of the city or 

town council. A person is chosen for the position of mayor. People 

who live in the city or town often vote for their mayor. Sometimes 

the city or town council chooses a mayor instead. Being well-known 

in the community helps. Volunteer work, joining committees, or 

being a leader in business can help gain attention. Mayors must be 

good speakers and listen to the people.  

 Laws say what mayors do in their cities or towns. Some 

mayors in larger cities have great power. They work on laws, 

budgets, and important projects. Mayors in these places may 

control public safety services. They manage police and fire 

departments. In other cities, mayors do not have so much 

power. They lead the city or town council. They don’t make 

decisions alone, though. The city or town council holds most of the 

power. The mayor is a symbol of the city or town in that situation. 

Mayors are important parts of local governments.       

Career 
Spotlight
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Quiz
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank. 

citizenship       community       citizen    naturalization         country
  

A ____________________ is a member of a group or community. You can be a 

citizen of a city, state, or a _____________________ . There are different ways for 

a person to gain _______________________ in the United States of America. One 

way is be born in the United States. Another way is to become a citizen through 

your parents. Someone who was born in a different country can become a United 

citizen through ________________________ . No matter the process, all citizens are 

an important part of their _______________________ . 
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